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The Leveson In q u iry  in to  the cu lture, practices and ethics o f the press

W itness S tatem ent o f Peter James Vaughan 

Chief Constable o f South Wales Police

I ,  Peter James Vaughan, o f South Wales Police, Police Headquarters,
Cowbridge Road, Bridgend CF31 3SU w ill s ta te  as fo llow s:

1. I am the Chief Constable of the South Wales Police ("SWP"), a position which I 

have held since January 2010. I make this statement in response to the 

service of a Notice (the "Notice") by Lord Justice Leveson under section 21(2) 

of the Inquiries Act 2005 and the particular questions raised therein.

2. Save where the contrary appears, I make this witness statement from facts 

within my own knowledge and belief and which I believe to be true. In 

addition, the Notice has requested tha t I provide copies of any policies or 

procedures in my custody or under my control referred to in the Notice and/or 

which relate to a m atter in question at the Inquiry. These documents have 

been collated in a bundle. There is now produced and shown to me marked 

"PJVl" the bundle of paginated documents. Where I refer to page numbers 

within this statement, it is a reference to pages within "PJVl".

Q u e s t io n  1 :  W h o  y o u  a r e  a n d  a  b r i e f  s u m m a r y  o f  y o u r  c a r e e r  h is t o r y

3. I am the Chief Constable of South Wales Police, and was appointed in January 

2010 from the position of Deputy Chief Constable. I joined South Wales Police 

(then South Wales Constabulary) in 1984, and have served in this Force in 

every rank, save tha t between 2003 and 2007 I served as Assistant Chief
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Constable of Wiltshire Police. I am the Chair of the Association of Chief Police

Officers Acquisitive Crime Portfolio, the Chair of the Home Office Threat

Reduction Board for Acquisitive Crime and the Chair of ACPO Cymru. In

addition, I was previously chair of the ACPO Police Dogs Working Group.

4. South Wales Police covers an area of around 812 square miles, which 

although it represents 10% of the geographical area of Wales, is home to 

more than 42% of the total Welsh population. South Wales Police is structured 

around four Basic Command Units (BCUs) and incorporates seven unitary 

authorities. From the valley communities to the north, to Europe's fastest 

growing capital Cardiff in the east and the coastal city of Swansea to the west 

is a very diverse area. The Force employs 2,996 police officers, 1,782 police 

staff, 301 Police Community Support Officers ("PCSO") and 193 Special 

Constables.

Q u e s t io n  2 :  W h a t  w e r e  y o u r  f i r s t  im p r e s s io n s ,  u p o n  t a k in g  o f f ic e  a s  C h ie f

C o n s ta b ie  o f  S o u th  W a ie s  P o i ic e ,  a b o u t  t h e  c u i t u r e  o f  r e ia t io n s  w i t h  t h e

m e d ia  w h ic h  y o u  h a d  in h e r i t e d ?

5. As I was appointed Chief Constable whilst serving within the same Force as 

Deputy Chief Constable, there were no sudden developments in my 

relationship with the media when I became Chief Constable. The Force's 

position is, and has always been, one of openness and transparency in our 

dealings with journalists.

6. We have, for many years, maintained registers detailing gifts and hospitality 

offered, received and declined, as well as documenting contact with 

journalists and the media. This is one of the key aspects of our policy on Gifts, 

Hospitality and Media Contact (PJVl pages 159 - 180), which aims to secure 

transparency and professionalism.

7. These principles of openness and transparency are at the core of our 

relationship with the media, and during my time with South Wales Police, and 

as its Chief Constable, this has always been maintained. Our dealings with the
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media are either in the interest of preventing and detecting crime, such as

publicising campaigns or tracing witnesses; or to reassure the public by

promoting successes in response to the ir concerns. At the heart of our

dealings with the media is the Force vision of being the best at understanding

and responding to the needs of our communities.

8. One of my firs t contacts with the media upon taking up the post of Chief 

Constable involved a telephone interview on the 4th January 2010 with Jane's 

Police Review publication. Following the interview, I was misquoted in the 

publication. I was quoted as saying tha t because I was now Chief Constable 

somebody else would have to do my shopping because I could not do it 

myself for security reasons. This was manifestly untrue. The broader media 

picked up on this m atter and there was extensive coverage and repetition of 

the article in the local, national and international media in addition to 

extensive coverage on the internet.

9. This distortion of the tru th presented a tota lly misleading impression to the 

public and the police service. I considered tha t this was an attem pt to ridicule 

me and damage my reputation at the very outset of my time as Chief 

Constable of South Wales Police. I challenged the nature of this reporting 

and subsequently received a complete retraction and full w ritten apology from 

the Publishers of Jane's Police Review. This apology was duly published in 

the ir magazine recognising the embarrassment tha t the mistake had caused. 

They also made a donation to the South Wales Police Youth Trust as a mark 

of the ir regret and made a contribution towards my legal costs.

10. Other national newspapers tha t had run with the storyline also published 

corrections and the posting was removed from the ir internet websites. Prior 

to this, I had been the subject of specific mockery by the Jane's Police Review 

whilst chair of the ACPO Police Dogs Working Group.

Q u e s t io n  3 :  D e s c r ib e  t h e  p e r s o n a i  c o n t a c t  w h ic h  y o u  c u r r e n t iy  h a v e  w i t h  

t h e  m e d ia .  T h e  I n q u i r y  w o u id  i i k e  a n  o v e r a i i  p ic t u r e  o f  t h e  ty p e ^  f r e q u e n c y ,  

d u r a t io n  a n d  c o n t e n t  o f  y o u r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  m e d ia  d u r in g  y o u r  t e n u r e  a s
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C h ie f  C o n s ta b le  o f  S o u th  W a le s . F o r  t h e  a v o id a n c e  o f  d o u b ts  t h e  I n q u i r y

w o u ld  l i k e  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  y o u r  c o n ta c t s  w i t h  t h e  lo c a l  m e d ia e  W e ls h  m e d ia

a n d  n a t io n a l  m e d ia .

11. My personal contact with the media, in the most part, consists of interviews 

on policy matters, comments in response to incidents and briefings to editors. 

From time to time I take part in meetings or events where journalists or the 

media are in attendance along with others. A register of these occasions 

entitled "Media Register" (PJVl pages 212-218) is maintained in accordance 

with our policy.

12. From these registers, I can confirm that my Chief Officer colleagues and I 

have attended award presentations, very few sporting events and meetings 

at which journalists have been present. Often such occasions are also 

attended by leaders from other agencies and offer an opportunity for 

introductions to those newly appointed. The occasions when invitations have 

been declined are also recorded.

13. Generally, interview requests for print or broadcast use are received every 

few months. However, this can increase in frequency if the request relates to 

a national event, such as announcements in relation to police funding for 

example or following a major incident. These interviews generally last for 

around an hour and, in accordance with policy, are also attended by staff from 

our Corporate Communications department.

Q u e s t io n  4 :  D e s c r ib e  w h a t  y o u  a r e  s e e k in g  t o  g a in  f o r  S o u th  W a le s  P o l ic e

t h r o u g h  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  c o n ta c t s  w i t h  t h e  m e d ia .

14. The Force's position is, and has always been, one of openness and 

transparency in our dealings with journalists. As such my aim for South Wales 

Police has been to develop a mutually beneficial working relationship based on 

these simple principles:-
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A) That co-operation with the media is vital to good communication with our

public and the promotion of a positive image of South Wales and South Wales 

Police. Im portantly, this approach helps to raise public confidence that South 

Wales is a safe place to live, work and visit.

B) That the Force has a responsibility to inform the public of matters of 

interest or concern, whilst abiding by reasonable standards of privacy and 

following Human Rights and Data Protection principles.

C) That we will be open, helpful and fa ir and trea t all sections of the media in 

a consistent way. We do this by endeavouring to release tim ely, relevant and 

accurate information as early as possible.

D) The heart of our dealings with the media is the Force vision of being the 

best at understanding and responding to the needs of our communities. Our 

positive interaction with the media helps to achieve this.

Q u e s t io n  5 :  D e s c r ib e  in  g e n e r a i  t e r m s  a n d  u s in g  i i i u s t r a t i v e  e x a m p ie s  w h a t  

y o u  c o n s id e r  t h e  io c a i ,  W e is h  a n d  n a t io n a i  m e d ia  h a s  b e e n  s e e k in g  f r o m  

y o u  in  y o u r  p e r s o n a i  d e a i in g  w i t h  th e m  d u r in g  y o u r  t im e  a s  C h ie f  C o n s ta b ie  

o f  S o u th  W a ie s .

15. As identified earlier within this statement, media calls and requests for 

interviews generally centre on major national policing issues or specific Force 

issues. The media has most recently been seeking our views on the election 

of the new Police and Crime Commissioners and the impact of the 

Comprehensive Spending Review, a demand from both the Welsh and UK 

media.

16. The approaches made by the media tend not to be critical or to demand 

responses to negative issues except in exceptional cases such as the recent 

collapse of the trial of form er South Wales Police officers for perverting the 

course of justice following the ir alleged conduct during the Lynette White
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17. Following a meeting with BBC Editors, the BBC Politics show requested the 

opportunity to spend a day with me shadowing my schedule and using it as 

an opportunity to ask relevant topical questions. The programme was pitched 

as an insight into a Chief Constable's views on modern policing. The types of 

questions are illustrative of the sorts of issues the media wish me to comment 

on including:

• Pressures of cuts in policing

• English summer riots

• Views on national speed limits following a fatal road traffic collision on the 

M5

• Opinions on an all-Wales Force

• Elected Police and Crime Commissioners

• The mechanisms of delivering a real service -  and the priorities?

• Public confidence

18. Generally the media coverage that results from these interviews is very 

positive and the reporting is as anticipated. However, occasionally, the results 

can be unexpected. The local media recently requested an interview for a 

'review of the year' highlighting the challenges of the past 12 months and the 

challenges to come. The piece eventually appeared as a front page 

'exclusive' regarding the sensitive issue of police stations closures. Though 

the article itself was accurate and balanced, the more positive feature that 

was proposed to our Corporate Communications team, covering both wider 

successes and challenges, was not run. In addition, the headline sought to 

detract from the balanced content of the article.

Q u e s t io n  6 :  T o  w h a t  e x t e n t  h a v e  y o u  a c c e p te d  h o s p i t a l i t y  f r o m  t h e  m e d ia  

w h i l s t  C h ie f  C o n s ta b le .

19. Since becoming Chief Constable in January 2010, I have met with the media 

for numerous interviews and press conferences which either take place at
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Police Headquarters, at the scene of an incident or in a TV or radio studio. In

addition to this I have attended fundraising events for charity at which the

media were also present.

20. I have also attended sporting events within the Force area. For example, I 

attended as a guest of the BBC principally due to the relocation of the TV 

programme 'Crimewatch' to Cardiff and the appointment of a new editor. I 

have also attended the programme's recording. These are fully documented 

in the Force Media Register (PJVl page 213). In addition, I have attended a 

sporting event as a guest of Media Wales along with a Chief Officer colleague. 

At this time, the Force was facing a considerable challenge from the media 

and its coverage of South Wales Police generally. This included their 

coverage of a number of suicides within the Bridgend area and followed the 

Jane's Police Review difficulties (as set out at paragraphs 8 - 1 0  above). I 

accepted this invitation with the aim of disabusing them of the ir coverage of 

me as a Chief Constable and to seek to engage with them to ensure fairer 

reporting of both South Wales Police and the issues affecting the communities 

of South Wales. I am pleased to confirm that we currently have good 

relationships with the media which result generally in fa ir and balanced 

reporting.

21. In addition to the above, I attended a buffet lunch with BBC Wales Heads of 

Department where in addition we discussed the challenges of being a chief 

constable. Following on from this, the BBC spent a day with me and 

interviewed me for the Politics Show.

Q u e s t io n  7 :  I n s o f a r  a s  y o u  h a v e  a c c e p te d  h o s p i t a l i t y  f r o m  th e  m e d ia ,  w h a t  

w a s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  t h a t  y o u  a c c e p te d .

22. The nature of the hospitality includes those events where invitation as a guest 

requires no payment for admission and those at which drinks and 

refreshments are provided. On some occasions, such events may include

7
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provision of a meal. The approximate value of such hospitality is recorded in

the Media Register (PJVl pages 212- 218) in accordance with the Force Gifts,

Hospitality and Media Contact policy.

Q u e s t io n  8 :  T o  w h a t  e x t e n t  h a v e  y o u  p r o v id e d  h o s p i t a i i t y  f o r  t h e  m e d ia  o n  

b e h a i f  o f  S o u th  W a ie s  P o i ic e  w h i i s t  C h ie f  C o n s ta b ie

23. The provision of hospitality to the media extends for the most part to tea and 

coffee being provided during interviews at police premises. This is clearly 

outlined in our Gifts, Hospitality and Media Contact Policy (PJVl pages 159 - 

180). Our annual Force awards night, on recent years, has been attended by 

a prominent local television presenter who acted as compere. We covered his 

expenses and he was given small gifts as a token of gratitude as he kindly 

made no charge for his services^

Q u e s t io n  9 :  I n s o f a r  a s  y o u  h a v e  p r o v id e d  h o s p i t a i i t y  t o  t h e  m e d ia ,  w h a t  

w a s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a i i t y  t h a t  y o u  a c c e p te d ?

24. I understand that the last word of this question should be "provided" as 

opposed to "accepted" and answer tha t question accordingly. As indicated 

above, the nature of the hospitality provided to the media is of a minor or 

token nature, usually amounting to refreshments during interviews or 

meetings. On rare occasions, gifts have been given as a gesture of thanks for 

example at the Force awards a bottle of whisky and bunch of flowers was 

presented to the compere as a gesture of our thanks.

Q u e s t io n  1 0 :  W h a t  m e c h a n is m s  a r e  in  p ia c e  t o  m o n i t o r  a n d  r e c o r d  

h o s p i t a i i t y  a s  b e tw e e n  t h e  C h ie f  C o n s ta b ie  a n d  t h e  m e d ia ?

25. The Force policy on Gifts, Hospitality and Media Contact (PJVl pages 159 - 

180) specifies tha t any hospitality offered, whether accepted or refused must 

be recorded, and a separate register exists for media issues. This register 

(PJVl page 212- 218) details any occasions where hospitality is given.

8
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received or contact with the media occurs. This is recorded by the officer

concerned. Any gift or hospitality offered is detailed and a true (or if not

known, estimated) cost is noted. A reason for accepting or rejecting the offer

is provided and the authorising officer, the Deputy Chief Constable ("DCC")

endorses the register. These registers are required to be kept up to date.

26. In accordance with Force policy, these registers are examined by the DCC 

twice a year and they are also presented for scrutiny and overview to the 

Police Authority Standards Committee.

Q u e s t io n  1 1 :  W h a t  m e c h a n is m s  a r e  in  p ia c e  t o  m o n i t o r  a n d  r e c o r d  m e e t in g s

w i t h  t h e  m e d ia  g e n e r a i iy ?

27. Chief Officers and senior police staff are accompanied to interviews by a 

member of the Corporate Communications department. This is in accordance 

with the policy outlined in the Gifts, Hospitality and Media Contact Policy (PJVl 

pages 159 - 180).

28. All meetings and interviews are recorded within the Media register (PJVl page 

212- 218) held by the DCC which is used by ACPO Officers and senior police 

staff to record:

• Interviews with the media containing a brief note covering what was 

discussed and the outcome.

• All meetings with journalists including purpose, time and place. This is 

outlined in the both the Media Policy and Gifts, Hospitality and Media Contact 

Policy.

29. In addition Senior Detectives and Senior Officers may, on occasions when 

investigating serious crime or other significant incidents, be required to 

maintain a policy book recording the ir main decisions on cases. That policy 

book would contain an outline of the ir media strategy and any intentions and 

objectives they had by engaging with the press.

 ̂ Please also see response to question 9 at paragraph 24.
9

MOD200000615



For Distribution to CPs

Witness Name: Peter James Vaughan 
Dated: 19‘  ̂ January 2011 

Filed in response to a notice dated 22nd December 2011 
Q u e s t io n  1 2 :  D o  y o u  e v e r  d is c u s s  t h e  m e d ia e  o r  m e d ia  c o v e ra g e ^  w i t h

p o i i t i c ia n s ?  I f  s o ,  h o w  im p o r t a n t  is  s u c h  c o m m u n ic a t io n  a n d  w h y ?

30. Discussions of media coverage with politicians are rare. During my tenure as 

Chief Constable, I can recall only a handful of occasions when this has taken 

place. We occasionally conduct stakeholder briefings to inform partner 

agencies, the media and politicians about significant events and as such some 

overlapping discussions are inevitable. These may occur in relation to high- 

profile crimes.

31. Prior to my appointment as Chief Constable, early in 2008, a great deal of 

media interest arose regarding a number of suicides of young people 

occurring in and around the Bridgend area. An intense national media focus 

on the issue led to discussions regarding the extent and nature of the 

problem, during which politicians were involved. A review of the 

circumstances surrounding the suicides determined that there was no 

evidence of a link between the deaths and after a few months, the media 

interest reduced. During the period when daily articles were being published 

suggesting a cult, or internet suicide pact was at work, discussions with local 

politicians took place to inform and engage with them and other partner 

agencies.

32. Local members of Parliament and Assembly Members worked in partnership 

with the police and other local agencies to ensure responsible reporting on the 

part of the media. This culminated in the chair of the Press Complaints 

Commission, Sir Christopher Meyer, attending Bridgend and holding a 

meeting with key stakeholders. This robust approach did lead to a noticeable 

change in the manner of future reporting of this issue.

Q u e s t io n  1 3 :  H a v e  y o u  a n y  k n o w n ,  o r  s e n s e d ,  t h a t  a  p o i i t i c ia n  h a s  p u t  

p r e s s u r e  o n  y o u  t o  t a k e  a  p a r t i c u ia r  c o u r s e  o f  a c t io n  a s  a  r e s u i t  o f  io b b y in g  

o r  in f iu e n c e  e x e r t e d  o n  t h a t  p o i i t i c ia n  b y  t h e  m e d ia ?  I f  s o ,  p ie a s e  e x p ia in  

( a i t h o u g h  y o u  n e e d  n o t  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p o i i t i c ia n  a t  t h i s  s ta g e  i f  y o u  d o  n o t  

w is h  t o  d o  s o ) .
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33. I can confirm that I have no knowledge of any such event occurring.

Q u e s t io n  1 4 :  H a s  t h e  p r o m in e n c e  w h ic h  p o i i t i c ia n s  h a v e  g iv e n  t o  s u b je c t s  

e v e r  g iv e n  r is e  t o  p r e s s u r e  t o  a i t e r  p o i ic in g  p r io r i t i e s  s o  a s  t o  a i io c a te  m o r e  

p r i o r i t y  t o  t h e  s u b je c t  b e in g  g iv e n  p r o m in e n c e  b y  t h e  p o i i t i c ia n s ?  I f  so^  

p ie a s e  e x p ia in .

34. The Force will regularly receive letters from Politicians seeking to raise an 

issue or issues on behalf of the ir constituents. We seek to provide them with 

a response to the ir concerns or queries and we will consider carefully any 

issues tha t they may raise with regard to policing priorities however, I will 

always ensure tha t they are aware tha t the manner in which South Wales 

Police staff, resources and equipment are managed and tasked is a m atter for 

me and my Chief Officer's and subject of oversight by the Police Authority and 

the ir various committees.

35. I can however confirm that I have no knowledge of any instance when a 

politician has attempted to pressurise any of my staff to allocate a greater 

policing priority to a particular issue.

Q u e s t io n  1 5 :  S e t  o u t  y o u r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  t y p e  o f  c o n t a c t  w h ic h  S o u th  

W a le s  P o l ic e  p e r s o n n e l  h a v e  w i t h  t h e  lo c a ls  W e ls h  a n d  n a t io n a l  m e d ia  

c o v e r in g  n a tu r e ^  e x te n t^  f r e q u e n c y  a n d  ( in  g e n e r a l  t e r m s )  t o p i c s / c o n t e n t

36. There is no restriction on the rank or grade of a person who may engage with 

the media. The Force Media Policy (PJVl pages 3 - 11) requires however that 

tha t person must be the most appropriate person to speak about the issue in 

question.

37. Contact with the media is split between pro-active and reactive contact. In 

general terms, pro-active contact occurs where there is an opportunity to 

publicise a crime prevention or public reassurance campaign; where an 

opportunity to promote the Force and the work of its officers presents itself or

11
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to fulfil the Force's responsibility to inform the public of matters of interest or

concern.

38. Reactive contact, in general terms, occurs when officers and staff respond to 

questions from the media on a range of issues such as investigations, 

reputational issues, budgetary matters etc.

39. On average the Corporate Communications department takes 450 calls from 

the media per month. This figure does not include routine contact between 

the officers and staff media and officers and staff outside of the Corporate 

Communications department.

40. As set out above at paragraph 36, South Wales Police operates a policy of 

allowing any member of staff to speak with the media if they are the best 

placed person to do so. In practical terms, this means that a constable might 

provide a quote to the local press about parking problems in a particular 

street, but for any incident where a command structure has been established, 

such as a serious crime or major incident, it would be more appropriate for a 

senior officer to comment.

41. On this basis, local divisional contact with the local media regarding crime and 

anti-social behaviour issues goes on daily. Press statements are also issued 

on a daily basis to appeal for witnesses, provide information or advise of road 

closures. These are distributed widely to all news outlets rather than to 

specific organisations.

42. Outside office hours, media enquiries are in the firs t instance dealt with by the 

duty Inspector at the Force control room via a recorded line. An on-call press 

officer is available on a 24-hour basis for any matters requiring their 

attention.

Q u e s t io n  1 6 :  A r e  c o n ta c t s  w i t h  t h e  m e d ia  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  c e r t a in  s t a f f  o r  a r e

a  a  s t a f f  a b ie  t o  d e a i  w i t h  t h e  m e d ia ?

12
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43. As indicated previously, any police officer or member of police staff may

speak to the media provided they are the most appropriate person to speak 

about the issue in question. Instances of serious crime or other significant 

incidents will often call for a specific and designated person or persons to deal 

with media enquiries and releases. This will be clarified within the individual 

policy file for tha t event or incident by the Senior Investigating Officer or Chief 

Officer (as appropriate).

44. In practice, within South Wales Police, all staff must consult with the ir line 

manager prior to liaising with the media. In addition, each basic command 

unit has a local corporate communications advisor. If  officers or staff are in 

doubt as to the nature or content of the liaison required, they should refer the 

issue to the ir line manager or if appropriate direct the enquiry to the 

Corporate Communications department or, if out of hours, the Force Incident 

Manager.

45. In accordance with the Gifts, Hospitality & Media Contact Policy (PJVl pages 

159 - 180) referred to previously. Chief Officers and senior police staff should 

be accompanied to media interviews by a member of Corporate 

Communications.

Q u e s t io n  1 7 :  W h a t  d o  y o u  e x p e c t  S o u th  W a le s  P o l ic e  t o  g a in  f r o m  s u c h  

c o n ta c t s  w i t h  t h e  m e d ia ?

46. Generally, we attem pt to fulfil the Force's responsibility to inform the public of 

matters of interest or concern whilst abiding by reasonable standards of 

privacy and following Human Rights and Data Protection principles. In 

addition, we hope to fulfil the following:

• To be the best at understanding and responding to the needs of the 

community (Force Vision) and to get feed back as to whether we are 

achieving this;
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Witness Name: Peter James Vaughan 
Dated: 19‘  ̂ January 2011 

Filed in response to a notice dated 22nd December 2011 
To provide public reassurance and to protect the reputation of South

Wales and South Wales Police;

• To respond to an opportunity to promote the professionalism of the 

Force where appropriate;

• To gain support with lines of enquiry to investigations including the 

identification of witnesses and potential suspects;

• To utilise the media to promote issues of public safety and crime 

prevention to our communities;

Please also see my response to question 4 above.

Q u e s t io n  1 8 :  W h a t  d o  t h e  m e d ia  s e e k  f r o m  s u c h  c o n ta c t s  w i t h  y o u r  

p e r s o n n e i?

47. In most cases journalists are looking to establish or confirm the facts of a 

case, incident or any other m atter of public interest; or they are seeking 

comment or opinion from a member of South Wales Police personnel in 

relation to the same. In addition, there are opportunities for our staff to 

participate in crime and police related documentary programmes e.g. the BBC 

programme Traffic Cops and Crimewatch. These programmes help to 

reassure the public and increase the ir awareness of the work tha t we do on 

the ir behalf.

Q u e s t io n  1 9 :  W h a t  h o s p i t a i i t y  a r e  y o u r  p e r s o n n e i  p e r m i t t e d  t o  a c c e p t  f r o m  

t h e  m e d ia ?  I n t e r  a i ia ,  a r e  t h e y  e n t i t i e d  t o  a c c e p t  a  m e a i  o r  a  d r in k  f r o m  a  

j o u r n a i i s t ?

48. The very nature of policing requires members of the Force to interact with 

public businesses and organisations and there will be occasions when 

hospitality is offered. Hospitality is widely defined and includes offers of a
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Filed in response to a notice dated 22nd December 2011 
working lunch, complimentary tickets to functions, sporting and entertainm ent

events.

49. Force policy states tha t the offer of hospitality of any kind must be treated 

with the utmost caution as acceptance may make it difficult to avoid the 

perception of some obligation to the party offering it and may be interpreted 

as having affected a staff member's im partiality. All such offers of hospitality 

are recorded in the local gifts and hospitality register together with reasons 

for acceptance or rejection.

Q u e s t io n  2 0 :  W h a t  h o s p i t a l i t y  a r e  y o u r  p e r s o n n e l  p e r m i t t e d  t o  a f f o r d  t o  t h e  

m e d ia ?

50. The Force policy on Gifts, Hospitality and Media Contact (PJVl pages 159 - 

180) states tha t occasionally the provision of light refreshments or meals may 

take place. Any provision of gifts must be approved by the department head 

and be met from existing budgets, thus being recorded. No alcohol may be 

provided w ithout approval of the Deputy Chief Constable.

Q u e s t io n  2 1 :  W h a t  m e c h a n is m s  a r e  in  p la c e  t o  r e c o r d  h o s p i t a l i t y  a s

b e tw e e n  t h e  m e d ia  a n d  y o u r  p e r s o n n e l?

51. The recording of any media hospitality will be carried out through the 

registers maintained at Police Headquarters and locally at departments and 

divisions. Any cost will also be logged through the budget system.

Q u e s t io n  2 2 :  H o w  ( i f  a t  a i l )  is  h o s p i t a l i t y  b e tw e e n  S o u th  W a le s  P o l ic e

( in c lu d in g  y o u r s e l f )  a n d  t h e  m e d ia  c o n t r o l le d  a n d / o r  r e g u la te d ?

52. As referred to previously a media register (PJVl page 212 - 218), maintained 

by Chief Officers and other senior managers, is a record of all interactions and 

meetings with the media and accordingly provides the necessary regulation. 

This also records any details of hospitality offered. The experience within
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South Wales Police is tha t any hospitality provided is at a token level and

would include light refreshments only.

Q u e s t io n  2 3 :  A r e  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  r u le s  g o v e r n in g  c o n t a c t  b e tw e e n  S o u th  

W a le s  P o l ic e  p e r s o n n e l  ( in c lu d in g  y o u r s e l f )  a n d  t h e  m e d ia  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  

t h o s e  c o v e r in g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  t h i r d  p a r t ie s ?  I f  s o ,  w h a t  a r e  t h e  

d if fe r e n c e s ?

53. The Force Policy on hospitality with the media or any other parties or agencies 

are the same and have the same aims; transparency and professionalism. 

The systems which exist are designed to remove the perception of any 

influence arising.

Q u e s t io n  2 4 :  W h a t  p o l ic ie s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  in  p la c e  t o  r e c o r d  c o n ta c t  

b e tw e e n :  ( a )  y o u r s e l f  a n d  t h e  m e d ia ;  ( b )  s e n io r  m a n a g e r s  a n d  t h e  m e d ia ;

( c )  o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  t h e  m e d ia ?  F o r  t h e  a v o id a n c e  o f  d o u b t  p le a s e  

a n s w e r  in  r e la t io n  t o  b o t h  f o r m a !  a n d  i n f o r m a l  c o m m u n ic a t io n s

54. I can confirm that in relation to (a) any contact tha t I or Chief Officers have 

with the media is recorded via the Media Register or the Gifts and Hospitality 

-  Media Register maintained in accordance with policy. Departmental 

registers for gifts and hospitality are also maintained.

55. In relation to (b) copies of any press releases issued by senior managers are 

retained for future reference and are included in the Media Register. In 

addition, in the case of large major enquiries, all contact with the media is 

recorded e.g. on the Home Office Large Major Enquiry System (HOLMES) and 

any records of the contacts are considered disclosable and are regarded as 

exhibits.

56. In relation to (c), given tha t contact with the local press takes place regularly 

in relation to routine matters, the recording process for normal police practice 

applies, namely through incident logs and pocket note books. Any contact 

through the Force control room outside office hours is by recorded telephone.
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Q u e s t io n  2 5 :  A r e  r e c o r d s  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y  a n d  o t h e r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  m e d ia  

a u d i t e d  a n d / o r  p o l ic e d  a n d ,  i f  s o ,  b y  w h o m ?

5 7 . T h e  e n tr ie s  in b o th  th e  G ifts  a n d  H o s p ita l i ty  a n d  M ed ia  C o n ta c t R e g is te rs  a re  

c o u n te rs ig n e d  b y  th e  D e p u ty  C h ie f C o n s ta b le  a n d  re v ie w e d  tw ic e  a n n u a lly ,  on  

1 s t M a y  a n d  1 s t N o v e m b e r  p r io r  to  p re s e n ta t io n  to  th e  S ta n d a rd s  C o m m it te e  

o f  th e  P o lice  A u th o r i t y  fo r  in d e p e n d e n t  s c ru t in y  a n d  c o m m e n t.

Q u e s t io n  2 6 :  I n  y o u r  o p in io n  a r e  t h e  p o l ic ie s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  d e s c r ib e d  

a b o v e :  ( a )  w o r k in g  e f f e c t iv e ly ;  ( b )  s u f f ic ie n t  a n d  ( c )  c a p a b le  o f  

im p r o v e m e n t .

5 8 . In  l ig h t  o f  re c e n t  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in c lu d in g  th e  re c e n t  H M IC  in s p e c t io n  " W ith o u t  

F e a r o r  F a v o u r "  a n d  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  is su e s  w h ic h  h a v e  led  to  th e  In q u ir y ,  it  

is a c k n o w le d g e d  th a t  th e  F o rce  G if ts ,  H o s p ita l i ty  a n d  M e d ia  C o n ta c t P o licy  

(P J V l p a g e s  1 5 9  - 1 8 0 ) ,  w h ils t  s u ita b le  a t  th e  t im e  o f  its  in t ro d u c t io n ,  n o w  

re q u ire s  a re v ie w  a n d  re -d e v e lo p m e n t .

5 9 . I t  is re c o g n is e d  th a t  th e re  is a n e e d  to  p ro v id e  g r e a te r  c la r i ty  a n d  p re s c r ip t io n  

o f  te rm s  w h ic h  w ill s u p p o r t  a c o n s is te n t  m e s s a g e  a n d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  a c ro s s  

th e  o rg a n is a t io n .  I t  is a ls o  fe l t  n e c e s s a ry  to  im p le m e n t  a re c o rd in g  p ro c e s s  

th a t  a llo w s  a m o re  d y n a m ic  a n d  s c h e d u le d  e x a m in a t io n  o f  re c o rd e d  e n tr ie s .  

B e s t p ra c t ic e  w ith in  th e  U .K . h a s , w ith  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  H .M .I.C , b e e n  

id e n t if ie d  a n d  is b e in g  s c o p e d  fo r  im p le m e n ta t io n  w ith in  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice . 

T h is  b e s t p ra c t ic e  w ill in c lu d e  e le c tro n ic a lly  h e ld  re g is te rs  w h ic h  w ill be  m o re  

re a d ily  a c c e s s ib le  fo r  c lo se  s c ru t in y  a n d  re v ie w .

Q u e s t io n  2 7 :  W h a t  s y s te m s ^  p o l ic ie s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  in  p la c e  in  S o u th  

W a le s  P o lic e  to  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  f o r c e  ( in c lu d in g  c iv i l ia n  

e m p lo y e e s )  k n o w  w h a t  is  a n d  w h a t  is  n o t  a p p r o p r ia t e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  

m e d ia ?
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W itn e s s  N a m e : P e te r  J a m e s  V a u g h a n
D a te d : 1 9 '"  J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1  

F iled  in re s p o n s e  to  a n o tic e  d a te d  2 2 n d  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1  
T h e  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  M ed ia  P o licy  in fo rm s  o u r  in v o lv e m e n t  w ith  th e  m e d ia

in p ro v id in g  in fo rm a t io n  b o th  p ro a c t iv e ly  a n d  re a c t iv e ly  th ro u g h  

o b s e rv a n c e  o f  A C P O 's C o m m u n ic a t io n s  A d v is o ry  G ro u p  g u id e lin e s .

th e

6 1 . In  a d d it io n ,  th e  " A -Z  o f  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  M e d ia "  g u id e lin e  ( c u r r e n t  v e rs io n  a t  

P J V l p a g e s  3 8 9  - 4 7 1 )  is p u b lis h e d  on  th e  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  in t ra n e t .  T h is  

in c lu d e s  d e ta ile d  p ro c e d u re s  on  th e  d i f fe r e n t  s c e n a r io s  a n d  to p ic s  t h a t  th e  

m e d ia  m a y  re q u e s t  in fo rm a t io n  o r  c o m m e n t  u p o n  o r  th o s e  a re a s  w h e re  th e  

F o rce  m a y  w is h  to  c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  th e  g e n e ra l p u b lic . In  a d d it io n ,  

d o c u m e n ts  p ro v id in g  in te rn a l g u id a n c e  as  to  m a n a g e m e n t o f  a m e d ia  q u e ry  

a re  p ro v id e d  to  C o rp o ra te  C o m m u n ic a t io n s  D e p a r tm e n t  s ta f f .  T h re e  M ed ia  

G u id a n c e  d o c u m e n ts  e n t i t le d  "R e d  F la g " ; "B lu e  F la g ; a n d  "G re e n  F la g "  a re  

c o n ta in e d  w ith in  th e  b u n d le  (P J V l p a g e s  4 6 8  - 4 7 1 ) .

6 2 . T h e re  a re  a ls o  p o lic ie s  a d v is in g  s ta f f  u p o n  G if ts ,  H o s p ita l i ty  &  M e d ia  C o n ta c t 

(P J V l p a g e s  1 5 9  - 1 8 0 )  a n d  'U s e  o f  S o c ia l N e tw o rk  S ite s ' (P J V l p a g e s  3 7 6  - 

3 8 0 ) .  T h e  G if ts ,  H o s p ita b il i ty  a n d  M e d ia  C o n ta c t p o lic y  m a n d a te s  th e  

re c o rd in g  o f  a ll c o n ta c t  b e tw e e n  ACPO O ff ic e rs  a n d  s e n io r  p o lic e  s ta f f  w ith  th e  

m e d ia  to  be  re c o rd e d  w ith in  a M ed ia  R e g is te r  w h ic h  is m a in ta in e d  b y  th e  

D e p u ty  C h ie f C o n s ta b le . T h is  p o lic y  a ls o  p ro v id e s  g u id a n c e  in re la t io n  to  th e  

re c e ip t  o f  g if ts  a n d  h o s p ita l i t ie s  a n d  a ls o  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  su ch  h o s p ita l i t ie s  a n d  

c a te r in g .

6 3 . T h e  S o c ia l N e tw o rk  P o licy  e x is ts  to  h ig h l ig h t  to  a ll s ta f f  th e  p o te n t ia l a re a s  o f  

v u ln e r a b i l i t y  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  use  o f  su ch  s ite s  e .g . F a c e b o o k , B e b o . T h e  

use  o f  su ch  s ite s  b y  th e  m e d ia  is s p e c if ie d  w ith in  th e  p o lic y  a n d  ro b u s t  

g u id a n c e  is g iv e n  in re la t io n  to  th e  d a n g e rs  o f  in fo rm a t io n  le a k a g e  a n d  

b re a c h e s  o f  c o n f id e n t ia l i ty  a n d  th e i r  c o n s e q u e n c e s . T h e s e  p o lic ie s  a re  m a d e  

a v a ila b le  to  a ll o f f ic e rs  a n d  s ta f f  v ia  th e  F o rce  in t r a n e t  s y s te m  b u t  a d d it io n a lly  

a re  fo c u s s e d  u p o n  w ith in  s e v e ra l p ro g ra m m e s  o f  a w a re n e s s  t r a in in g  to  s ta f f .  

T h is  t r a in in g  in c lu d e s  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  r e le v a n t  ca se  s tu d ie s  w h e re  p e rs o n n e l 

h a v e  e x p o s e d  th e m s e lv e s  to  v u ln e ra b il i t ie s .  I w ill r e fe r  to  S ta n d a rd s  a n d  

V a lu e s  T ra in in g  a g a in  in m y  re p ly  to  q u e s t io n  2 9 .
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Q u e s t io n  2 8 :  A r e  y o u  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  p o i ic ie s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  d e s c r ib e d

a b o v e  a r e  s u f f ic ie n t  a n d  w o r k in g  e f f e c t iv e iy ?  D o  y o u  c o n s id e r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e

c a p a b ie  o f  im p r o v e m e n t ?

6 4 . A ll o u r  p o lic ie s  a re  re v ie w e d  on  an  a n n u a l b a s is  to  e n s u re  f itn e s s  fo r  p u rp o s e . 

S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  is an  a c t iv e  m e m b e r  o f  th e  ACPO C o m m u n ic a t io n s  

A d v is o ry  g ro u p . T h is  g ro u p  c o n s ta n t ly  m o n ito rs  a n d  re v ie w s  th e  ACPO m e d ia  

g u id e lin e s  a n d  p u ts  in p la c e  m e a s u re s  to  m a k e  im p ro v e m e n ts  o r  a d d  

a d d it io n a l g u id a n c e  (e .g .  a ro u n d  th e  use  o f  s o c ia l m e d ia )  w h e n  a p p ro p r ia te .

6 5 . A s  a d ire c t  re s u lt  o f  th e  re c e n t  N a tio n a l H .M .I.C  in s p e c t io n  a n d  p u b lic a t io n  o f  

th e  r e p o r t  'W i t h o u t  F e a r  o r  F a v o u r ',  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  is u n d e r ta k in g  a 

re v ie w  o f  th e  k e y  p o lic e s  w h ic h  re la te  to  th is  a re a  to  e n s u re  th a t  th e y  a re  f i t  

f o r  p u rp o s e  a n d  re f le c t  n a t io n a l b e s t p ra c t ic e . T h is  is th e  H M IC  re v ie w  to  

w h ic h  I r e fe r  in m y  re s p o n s e  to  q u e s t io n  2 6 . T h e  F o rce  a ls o  re c o g n is e s  th a t  in 

re la t io n  to  p o lic ie s  w h ic h  d e a l w ith  th e  e v e r  c h a n g in g  w o r ld  o f  S o c ia l 

N e tw o rk in g  a n d  o th e r  m e th o d s  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  th e s e  p o lic ie s  n e e d  to  be 

u n d e r  c o n s ta n t  re v ie w  to  e n s u re  th a t  th e y  re f le c t  a n d  a re  re s p o n s iv e  to  th e  

c u r re n t  th re a ts .

Q u e s t io n  2 9 :  W h a t  t r a in in g  is  in  p ia c e  in  S o u th  W a ie s  P o iic e  to  e n s u r e  t h a t  

a i i  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  f o r c e  ( in c iu d in g  c iv i i ia n  e m p io y e e s )  k n o w  w h a t  is  a n d  

w h a t  is  n o t  a p p r o p r ia t e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  m e d ia ?

6 6 . T ra in in g  w ith  re g a rd s  to  s ta f f  in te ra c t io n  w ith  th e  m e d ia  is d iv id e d  in to  tw o  

a re a s : -

1. T h e  f i r s t  a re a  is m a in ly  fo c u s e d  on  an  o f f ic e r 's  p e r fo rm a n c e  a n d  in te ra c t io n  

w ith  th e  m e d ia  d u r in g  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a m e d ia  s t r a te g y  on  s e r io u s  ca se s  

a n d  s ig n if ic a n t  in c id e n ts . T h is  s t r a te g y  m a y  in c lu d e  in te rv ie w s  w ith  m e m b e rs  

o f  th e  p re s s  a n d  m a y  a ls o  in c lu d e  p u b lic  fa c in g  p re s s  c o n fe re n c e s . T h is  

t r a in in g  m a in ly  re v o lv e s  a ro u n d  c r it ic a l in c id e n ts  in c lu d in g  S e n io r  

In v e s t ig a t in g  O ff ic e r  t r a in in g .  D e te c t iv e  t r a in in g .  S e rg e a n t  a n d  In s p e c to r
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t r a in in g .  T h is  t r a in in g  ta k e s  p la c e  b o th  in th e  c la s s ro o m  a n d  a ls o  in th e  H y d ra

s im u la t io n  s u ite s

2 . W e  a ls o  p ro v id e  t r a in in g  a ro u n d  'v a lu e s  a n d  s ta n d a rd s ' w h ic h  is m o re  

a b o u t  th e  e th ic a l c o n d u c t a n d  in te ra c t io n  w ith  o th e r  p a r tn e rs  a n d  a g e n c ie s . I t  

is n o t  s p e c if ic a lly  fo c u s e d  on  o u r  in te ra c t io n  w ith  th e  m e d ia  a lth o u g h  th e y  

c o u ld  be  c la s s e d  as  'o th e r  a g e n c ie s ' a n d  re fe re n c e s  to  th e  m e d ia  a re  in c lu d e d  

in t h a t  t r a in in g .  T h is  t r a in in g  is g iv e n  to  a b ro a d e r  a u d ie n c e  in c lu d in g  in it ia l 

re c ru its ,  PCSO s, S p e c ia l C o n s ta b le s  a n d  P o lice  S ta f f  in d u c t io n  c o u rs e s . W e 

a ls o  p ro v id e  L e a d e rs h ip  M a s te r  C la sse s , c o a c h in g  a n d  m e n to r in g  w h ic h  

in c lu d e s  a ll a s p e c ts  o f  v a lu e s  a n d  s ta n d a rd s .  T h e  L e a d e rs h ip  M a s te r  C lasses  

a re  d e s ig n e d  to  p ro m o te  a ll a s p e c ts  o f  th e  F o rce  L e a d e rs h ip  C h a r te r

6 7 . E x a m p le s  o f  th e  c a te g o r ie s  o f  t r a in in g  a n d  d o c u m e n t ty p e s  a re  s e t  o u t  in 

d e ta il w ith in  th e  in d e x  to  th e  b u n d le  m a rk e d  " P J V l"  u n d e r  s id e  h e a d in g  ( b ) .  I 

h a v e  n o t s o u g h t  to  in c lu d e  fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n  o r  d o c u m e n ta t io n ,  su ch  as 

le sso n  p la n s , th e  L e a d e rs h ip  C h a r te r  a n d  th e  s im u la te d  o p e ra t io n s  t r a in in g  

lo g s  a s , in th e  m a in ,  o n ly  a v e r y  s m a ll p a r t  o f  th e  d o c u m e n ta t io n  to u c h e s  

u p o n  m e d ia  is su e s . S u ch  d o c u m e n ta t io n  is a v a ila b le  fo r  c o n s id e ra t io n  b y  th e  

In q u ir y  i f  so  re q u ire d .

Q u e s t io n  3 0 :  T o  w h a t  e x t e n t  h a v e  le a k s  f r o m  S o u th  W a le s  P o lic e  to  t h e  

m e d ia  b e e n  a  p r o b le m  d u r in g  y o u r  t e n u r e  a s  C h ie f  C o n s ta b le ?

6 8 . D u r in g  m y  te n u re  as  C h ie f C o n s ta b le  o n e  su ch  in v e s t ig a t io n  w a s  c o m m e n c e d  

w h ic h  re la te d  to  an  a lle g a t io n  o f  ' im p r o p e r  d is c lo s u re  o f  in fo rm a t io n  to  th e  

m e d ia '.  T h a t  c o m p la in t  w a s  th a t  th e  a d d re s s  o f  a s e rv in g  o f f ic e r  w h o  h a d  b e e n  

a r re s te d  fo r  o ffe n c e s  in v o lv in g  in d e c e n c y  h a d  b e e n  re le a s e d  to  th e  loca l 

m e d ia  b y  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice . T h e  a lle g a t io n  w a s  n o t s u b s ta n t ia te d  a n d  i t  w a s  

c o n f irm e d  th a t  th e  in fo rm a t io n  h a d  b e e n  o b ta in e d  b y  th e  m e d ia  d u r in g  th e  

o p e n  c o u r t  p ro c e e d in g s .
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Q u e s t io n  3 1 :  W h a t  s y s t e m s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  in  p ia c e  to  id e n t ify ^  r e s p o n d

to  a n d  d e t e c t  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  ie a k s ?

6 9 . S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  h a v e  a w e ll re s o u rc e d  a n d  d e d ic a te d  A n ti C o r ru p t io n  U n it 

w h o  h a v e  h ig h  le v e ls  o f  c a p a b il i ty  a n d  c a p a c ity  to  in v e s t ig a te  is su e s  o f  th is  

n a tu re .  T h is  c a p a b il i ty  is s u p p o r te d  b y  th e  use  o f  r o b u s t  a u d it in g  s o f tw a re  

w h ic h  a llo w s :

A u d it in g  o f  a ll a c t iv i t y  u p o n  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  c o m p u te r  s y s te m s . 

A u d it in g  o f  h a n d h e ld  p o r ta b le  d e v ic e s  e .g . B la c k b e r ry 's  

A u d it in g  o f  in te rn a l a n d  e x te rn a l e -m a ils .

A u d it in g  o f  te le p h o n e  c a lls  m a d e  in to  a n d  o u t  o f  th e  F o rce  e s ta te  

R e c o rd in g  a n d  a u d it in g  o f  te x ts  a n d  e -m a ils  s e n t  f ro m  h a n d  h e ld  

B la c k b e r ry 's .

7 0 . T h e  A n ti C o r ru p t io n  U n it  in a p p ro p r ia te  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  w ill a ls o  use  o th e r  

fo rm s  o f  c o v e r t  ta c t ic s  to  s u p p o r t  in v e s t ig a t io n s  w h e re  th e  u n a u th o r is e d  

d is c lo s u re  o f  in fo rm a t io n  is s u s p e c te d . T h e s e  ta c t ic s  w ill in c lu d e  la w fu l 

b u s in e s s  m o n ito r in g  o f  te le p h o n e  c a lls  f ro m  la n d lin e s  a n d  o th e r  c o v e r t  

m o n ito r in g  s u rv e il la n c e  m e th o d s .

7 1 . T h e  A n ti C o r ru p t io n  U n it  a re  p ro a c t iv e  a n d  c o n d u c t s p e c u la t iv e  a u d it in g  o f  o u r  

F o rce  s y s te m s . T h is  a u d it in g  ca n  be  d ire c te d  a t  a re a s  o f  v u ln e r a b i l i t y  e .g . th e  

a u d it in g  o f  w h ic h  s ta f f  h a v e  a c c e s s e d  th e  c o m p u te r  d e ta ils  o f  a p o lic e  in c id e n t 

w h ic h  is l ik e ly  to  a t t r a c t  m e d ia  a t te n t io n  e .g . th e  a r r e s t  o f  a lo ca l c e le b r ity .  I t  

s h o u ld  be  n o te d  th a t  th e  A n ti C o r ru p t io n  U n it  w ith in  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  h a v e  

an  e x c e lle n t  w o rk in g  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  In d e p e n d e n t  P o lice  C o m p la in ts  

C o m m is s io n  (" IP C C ")  a n d  m a in ta in  s t r u c tu re d  c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  th e m  a t  a ll 

s ta g e s  o f  r e le v a n t  in v e s t ig a t io n s .

Q u e s t io n  3 2 :  H o w  m a n y  in v e s t ig a t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  in t o  a c t u a i  o r  

s u s p e c t e d  ie a k s  f r o m  S o u th  W a ie s  P o iic e  to  t h e  m e d ia  b e e n  c o m m e n c e d  

d u r in g  t h e  i a s t  5  y e a r s  a n d  h o w  m a n y  h a v e  i e d  to  t h e  s u c c e s s fu i  

id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  t h e  s o u r c e  f r o m  t h e  ie a k ?  W h a t  w a s  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  

o t h e r  in v e s t ig a t io n s ?
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7 2 . T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  th re e  in v e s t ig a t io n s  in to  su ch  m a t te r s  w ith in  th e  la s t 5 

y e a rs .  A ll h a v e  b e e n  in it ia te d  a f te r  in fo rm a t io n  w a s  re c e iv e d  to  s u g g e s t th a t  

fo l lo w in g  th e  a r r e s t  o f  a s e rv in g  o r  a fo r m e r  o f f ic e r 's  a r r e s t ,  c e r ta in  

in fo rm a t io n  w a s  le a k e d  to  th e  m e d ia . T w o  o f  th e  m a t te r s  w e re  

u n s u b s ta n t ia te d  a f te r  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  w h ils t  th e  th ir d  is c u r r e n t ly  u n d e r  

in v e s t ig a t io n .  In  te rm s  o f  th e  m a t te r  c u r r e n t ly  u n d e r  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  th e  

d e la y  in th e  p ro g re s s  o f  th is  in v e s t ig a t io n  is a t t r ib u te d  to  s u b ju d ic e  ru lin g  in 

re s p e c t o f  an  o n g o in g  c r im in a l in v e s t ig a t io n .

Q u e s t io n  3 3 :  H a s  d is c ip l in a r y  a c t io n  b e e n  t a k e n  a g a in s t  a n y  m e m b e r  o f  

s t a f f  ( w h e t h e r  c iv i l ia n  o r  p o l ic e  o f f i c e r )  f o r  le a k in g  in f o r m a t io n  to  t h e  m e d ia  

d u r in g  t h e  l a s t  5  y e a r s ?  I f  s o ,  p le a s e  i d e n t i f y  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c a s e s  a n d  t h e i r  

o u tc o m e .  T h e r e  is  n o  n e e d  to  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p e r s o n  o r  p e r s o n s  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  

t h e  d is c ip l in a r y  p r o c e s s .

7 3 . T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  no  s u b s ta n t ia te d  ca se s  o f  a n y  su ch  e v e n t  o c c u r r in g  w ith in  

th e  la s t f iv e  y e a rs .

Q u e s t io n  3 4 :  W h a t  p a y m e n t s  ( i f  a n y )  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  to  b e  l e g i t im a t e  

f in a n c ia l  t r a n s a c t io n s  b e t w e e n  S o u th  W a le s  P o lic e  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  t h e  

m e d ia ?

7 4 . No S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  p e rs o n n e l a re  p e rm it te d  to  a c c e p t a p a y m e n t  f ro m  th e  

m e d ia  in re tu rn  fo r  in fo rm a t io n .  T h is  is o u t l in e d  in th e  G if ts ,  H o s p ita l i ty  a n d  

M ed ia  C o n ta c t P o licy . T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  o c c a s io n s  w h e n  th e  F o rce  is o f fe re d  

an  in c o m e  g e n e ra t io n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in f i lm in g .  T h e  C o rp o ra te  

C o m m u n ic a t io n s  d e p a r tm e n t ,  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  L e ga l S e rv ic e s  D e p a r tm e n t ,  

w o rk  w ith  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  in q u e s t io n  to  a g re e  a s u ita b le  fe e  a n d  e n s u re  

a p p ro p r ia te  m e a s u re s  (w h ic h  in c lu d e  a c o n tra c tu a l a g re e m e n t  d e ta il in g  th e  

te r m s )  a re  p u t  in p la c e  to  p ro te c t  a ll p a r t ie s .  T h is  is d e ta ile d  in th e  F o rce  

M ed ia  p o lic y .
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7 5 . In  lin e  w ith  th e  a c t io n s  o f  m a n y  e m p lo y e rs  w e  u t il is e  th e  m e d ia  in o rd e r  to

a d v e r t is e  v a c a n c ie s  a n d  in v ita t io n s  to  te n d e r  w h ic h  a re  p a id  fo r  on  a 

c o m m e rc ia l b a s is . I t  s h o u ld  be  n o te d  th a t  th is  a re a  o f  b u s in e s s  is re d u c in g  in 

lin e  w ith  th e  g ro w th  o f  in te r n e t  b a s e d  a d v e r t is in g .

Q u e s t io n  3 5 :  W h a t  p o l ic ie s  a n d / o r  g u id a n c e  a r e  in  p la c e  in  r e la t io n  to  

f in a n c ia l  t r a n s a c t io n s  b e t w e e n  S o u th  W a le s  P o lic e  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  t h e  

m e d ia ?

7 6 . T h e  G if ts ,  H o s p ita l i ty  &  M e d ia  C o n ta c t P o licy  (P J V l p a g e s  1 5 9  -  1 8 0 )  a n d  th e  

S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  M ed ia  P o licy  (P J V l p a g e s  1 - 1 1 )  a re  b o th  p u b lis h e d  on  

o u r  in t ra n e t .  T h e  M ed ia  P o licy  c o n ta in s  g u id a n c e  in re la t io n  to  f in a n c ia l 

t ra n s a c t io n s  b e tw e e n  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  p e rs o n n e l a n d  th e  m e d ia .

Q u e s t io n  3 6 :  T o  w h a t  e x t e n d  d o  y o u  b e l ie v e  b r ib e r y  o f  p e r s o n n e l  b y  t h e  

m e d ia  to  b e  a  c u r r e n t  p r o b le m  f o r  S o u th  W a le s  P o lic e  ( i f  a t  a l l ) ?

7 7 . I h a v e  no  e v id e n c e  to  s u g g e s t t h a t  th is  is a c u r re n t  p ro b le m  fo r  S o u th  W a le s  

P o lice . I e n s u re  h o w e v e r  t h a t  w e  re m a in  v ig i la n t  to  th is  th r e a t  a n d  its  ra is e d  

s ig n if ic a n c e  d u r in g  th is  p e r io d  o f  f in a n c ia l a u s te r i ty .

Q u e s t io n  3 7 :  W h a t  s t e p s  a r e  t a k e n :  ( a )  to  e d u c a t e  y o u r  p e r s o n n e l  a b o u t  

b r ib e r y ;  ( b )  o t h e r w is e  to  p r e v e n t  t h e  b r ib e r y  o f  y o u r  p e r s o n n e l ;  ( c )  p r o ­

a c t i v e ly  to  d e t e c t  b r ib e r y ;  ( d )  r e t r o s p e c t iv e ly  to  in v e s t ig a t e  b r ib e r y ;  a n d  ( e )  

to  d is c ip l in e  p e r s o n n e l  ( i f  a n y )  w h o  a r e  f o u n d  to  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  b r ib e s  f r o m  

t h e  m e d ia ?

7 8 . In  re la t io n  to  p a r t  (a )  o f  th e  q u e s t io n ,  I w o u ld  a g a in  r e fe r  to  m y  re s p o n s e  to  

q u e s t io n  2 9  w h e re  I d e ta il th e  V a lu e s  a n d  S ta n d a rd s  t r a in in g .  In  re s p e c t o f  

th e  s p e c if ic  le g is la t io n ,  th e  P ro fe s s io n a l S ta n d a rd s  D e p a r tm e n t  s ta f f ,  a n d  in 

p a r t ic u la r  th o s e  in th e  A n ti C o r ru p t io n  U n it  w ill be  re c e iv in g  c o m p re h e n s iv e  

t r a in in g  on  th is  m a t te r .
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7 9 . In  re la t io n  to  p a r t  ( b )  o f  th e  q u e s t io n .  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  re c o g n is e  th a t  s ta f f

w ill b e c o m e  m o re  s u s c e p t ib le  to  th e  th r e a t  o f  c o r ru p t io n  as  th e  im p a c t  o f  th e  

c u r re n t  p e r io d  o f  f in a n c ia l h a rd s h ip  in c re a s e s . In  re s p o n s e  th e  o rg a n is a t io n  

h a s  s o u g h t  th ro u g h  fo c u s s e d  t ra in in g  s e s s io n s  to  k e y  m a n a g e rs  to  ra is e  th e  

a w a re n e s s  o f  th is  th r e a t ,  a n d  h o w  a n d  w h e re  f in a n c ia l a d v ic e  a n d  s u p p o r t  can  

be  s o u g h t.  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  re c o g n is e s  th a t  p e rs o n n e l ca n  f in d  th e m s e lv e s  

w ith  u n m a n a g e a b le  d e b t  v e r y  o f te n  re s u lt in g  f ro m  u n fo re s e e n  c irc u m s ta n c e s . 

T o  th a t  e n d  o u r  p o lic ie s  a n d  a p p ro a c h  to  su ch  is su e s  w h ils t  p ro te c t iv e  o f  th e  

o rg a n is a t io n  a re  s u p p o r t iv e  to  th e  in d iv id u a l.

8 0 . In  re la t io n  to  p a r t  (c )  o f  th e  q u e s t io n ,  th e  A n ti C o r ru p t io n  U n it  a re  a p ro a c t iv e  

u n it  a n d  h a v e  e x c e lle n t  e s ta b lis h e d  m e th o d s  to  g a th e r  in te ll ig e n c e  w h ic h  

in c lu d e  c lo se  lia is o n  w ith  th e  F o rce  V e t t in g  U n it ,  th e  F o rce  F in a n c ia l 

In v e s t ig a t io n  D e p a r tm e n t  a n d  F o rce  a n d  a re a  b a s e d  D e d ic a te d  S o u rc e  

H a n d lin g  U n its . In  a d d it io n  w e  o p e ra te  c o n f id e n t ia l r e p o r t in g  lin e  fo r  is su e s  o f  

in te g r i ty .  O u ts id e  o f  th e  M e tro p o lita n  P o lice  S e rv ic e ,  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  has  

th e  h ig h e s t n u m b e r  o f  ca se s  w ith in  th e  r e m it  o f  th e  A n ti C o r ru p t io n  U n it.  T h is  

is v ie w e d  v e r y  p o s it iv e ly  b y  th e  IPCC as  an  in d ic a to r  o f  th e  F o rc e 's  r ig o u r  in 

th is  a re a .

8 1 . T h e  A n ti C o r ru p t io n  U n it  a ls o  c o n d u c t s p e c u la t iv e  a u d it in g  o f  o u r  F o rce  

s y s te m s . T h is  a u d it in g  ca n  be  d ire c te d  a t  a re a s  o f  v u ln e r a b i l i t y  e .g . th e  

a u d it in g  o f  'w h o  a n d  w h y ' s ta f f  h a v e  a c c e s s e d  th e  c o m p u te r  h e ld  d e ta ils  o f  a 

p o lic e  in c id e n t w h ic h  is l ik e ly  to  a t t r a c t  m e d ia  a t te n t io n  e .g . th e  a r r e s t  o f  a 

lo ca l c e le b r ity .  I r e fe r  b a c k  to  m y  re s p o n s e  in p a ra g ra p h  7 1 .

8 2 . In  re la t io n  to  p a r t  (d )  o f  th e  q u e s t io n ,  w e  h a v e  no  c u r re n t  m a t te r s  w h ic h

re q u ire  a r e t ro s p e c t iv e  in v e s t ig a t io n .  I f  a n y  su ch  a lle g a t io n s  d id  a r is e ,

th e s e  w o u ld  be  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  F o rce  A n ti C o r ru p t io n  U n it.  A n y  e n q u iry  

w o u ld  be  re p o r te d  to  th e  In d e p e n d e n t  P o lice  C o m p la in ts  C o m m is s io n  a n d  w e  

w o u ld  w o rk  w ith  th e m  to  a g re e  th e  s t r u c tu re  o f  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n .

8 3 . In  re la t io n  to  p a r t  (e )  o f  th e  q u e s t io n ,  w h ils t  w e  h a v e  no  su ch  ca se s  to

c o n s id e r ,  in th e  e v e n t  th a t  su ch  a ca se  d id  a r is e ,  th e  in d iv id u a l w o u ld  be  d e a lt
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For Distribution to CPs

W itn e s s  N a m e : P e te r  J a m e s  V a u g h a n  
D a te d : 1 9 ‘  ̂ J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1  

F iled  in re s p o n s e  to  a n o tic e  d a te d  2 2 n d  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1  
w ith  in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  P o lice  C o n d u c t R e g u la tio n s  a n d  th e  D is c ip lin e

P ro c e d u re  fo r  P o lice  S ta f f  fo l lo w in g  an  in v e s t ig a t io n  b y  th e  F o rce  A n ti

C o r ru p t io n  U n it.

Q u e s t io n  3 8 :  D o e s  S o u th  W a ie s  P o lic e  h a v e  a  p r e s s  o f f ic e ?  W h a t  r o le  d o e s  

i t  f u l f i l?  I f  y o u  d o  h a v e  s u c h  a n  o ffic e ^  w h a t  is  t h e  m e d ia 's  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  

t h e  p r e s s  o f f ic e ?  I n  p a r t ic u la r ^  a r e  t h e y  s a t i s f i e d  b y  t h e  p r o v is io n  o f  

in f o r m a t io n  a n d  t h e  r o u t in g  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  t h r o u g h  y o u r  p r e s s  o f f ic e  o r  

d o  t h e y  p r e f e r  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  in d iv id u a l  p e r s o n n e l  w i t h in  t h e  S o u th  

W a le s  P o lic e ?

8 4 . S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  h a s  a C o rp o ra te  C o m m u n ic a t io n s  D e p a r tm e n t  w h ic h

in c lu d e s  th e  m a in  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  p re s s  o f f ic e ,  b a s e d  a t  P o lice

H e a d q u a r te rs  a n d  d e a ls  w ith  c o rp o ra te  is su e s  a n d  q u e r ie s  t h a t  a f fe c t  th e  

w h o le  F o rce . T h e re  a re  o n e  s e n io r  a n d  tw o  p re s s  o f f ic e rs  on  th e  p re s s  d e s k . 

T h e y  ta k e  a n d  re s p o n d  to  d a ily  m e d ia  c a lls  a n d  e m a ils  f ro m  lo c a l, n a t io n a l a n d  

s o m e t im e s  in te rn a t io n a l m e d ia .

8 5 . T h e y  d e a l d a ily ,  b o th  re a c t iv e ly  a n d  p ro a c t iv e ly ,  w ith  a ll m e d ia  is su e s  a n d

m a jo r  in c id e n ts ,  as  w e ll as  p la n n in g  fo r  fu tu r e  e v e n ts  a n d  c a m p a ig n s  a n d

d e a lin g  w ith  f i lm in g  a n d  m e d ia  re q u e s ts  a n d  fa c i l i ta t in g  in te rv ie w s  e tc . T h e y  

a ls o  p ro v id e  m e d ia  t r a in in g  fo r  v a r io u s  o f f ic e r  c o u rs e s .

8 6 . T h e y  a re  s u p p o r te d  b y  f iv e  re g io n a l p re s s  o f f ic e rs  b a s e d  a t  fo u r  B as ic  

C o m m a n d  U n its  a t  P o n ty p r id d ,  C a rd if f ,  S w a n s e a  a n d  B r id g e n d /B a r r y .  T h e s e  

p re s s  o f f ic e rs  lia is e  w ith  lo ca l m e d ia  p ro a c t iv e ly  a n d  re a c t iv e ly  on  a d a ily  

b a s is .

8 7 . A ll p re s s  o f f ic e rs ,  on  ro ta t io n ,  p ro v id e  an  o u t  o f  h o u rs  on  ca ll e m e rg e n c y  p re s s  

o f f ic e r  s e rv ic e ,  2 4  h o u rs  a d a y ,  s e v e n  d a y s  a w e e k .

8 8 . In  g e n e ra l re la t io n s  b e tw e e n  p re s s  o f f ic e rs  a n d  th e  m e d ia  a re  p ro fe s s io n a l 

a n d  a m ic a b le  a n d  th e  m e d ia  is b e lie v e d  to  be  g e n e ra l ly  s a t is f ie d  b y  th e  

s e rv ic e  o f  th e  h e a d q u a r te rs  a n d  d iv is io n a l p re s s  o f f ic e rs .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  is in th e
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For Distribution to CPs

W itn e s s  N a m e : P e te r  J a m e s  V a u g h a n  
D a te d : 1 9 ‘  ̂ J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1  

F iled  in re s p o n s e  to  a n o tic e  d a te d  2 2 n d  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1  
v e r y  n a tu re  o f  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  m e d ia  t h a t  jo u rn a l is ts  w ill on  o c c a s io n  s e e k

a d d it io n a l in fo rm a t io n  th a t  w e  a re  n o t n e c e s s a r ily  a b le  to  p ro v id e . A ll p re s s

o ff ic e rs  a re  a w a re  o f  th e i r  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  to  be  o p e n , h o n e s t a n d  t r a n s p a re n t

a n d  w ill a lw a y s  t r y  to  g iv e  as  m u c h  in fo rm a t io n  as  th e y  c a n . T h e y  w ill n e v e r

w ith h o ld  in fo rm a t io n  b e c a u s e  i t  is p e rc e iv e d  to  be  'n e g a t iv e ' o r  u n p a la ta b le .

I f  in fo rm a t io n  c a n n o t be  re le a s e d  o r  q u e r ie s  c a n n o t be  c o n f irm e d  o r  p la c e d  in

c o n te x t ,  th e y  w ill use  th e i r  p ro fe s s io n a l ju d g m e n t  to  re s p o n d  a c c o rd in g ly  a n d

if  n e c e s s a ry  s e e k  le g a l a d v ic e . In fo rm a t io n  c o u ld  be  w ith h e ld ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  to

e n s u re  th e  in te g r i t y  o f  in v e s t ig a t io n s ,  to  e n s u re  th e  p r iv a c y  a n d  re q u is ite

c o n s id e ra t io n s  fo r  v ic t im s  o r  th e i r  fa m il ie s ,  o r  w h e re  th e re  a re  c o n c e rn s  a b o u t

s a fe ty  o f  in d iv id u a ls  o r  c o m m u n it ie s .

8 9 . O n th e  o c c a s io n s  w h e re  w e  a re  u n a b le  to  s e rv ic e  th e  n e e d s  o f  th e  m e d ia  as 

fu l ly  as  th e y  w o u ld  lik e  th is  ca n  s o m e t im e s  le a d  to  a p e rc e p t io n  th a t  p re s s  

o f f ic e rs  a re  b e in g  u n h e lp fu l o r  o b s t ru c t iv e .  On th e s e  o c c a s io n s , th e re  w ill be 

s o u n d  o p e ra t io n a l re a s o n s  as  to  w h y  th e  re q u e s te d  in fo rm a t io n  ca n  n o t be 

s h a re d  a t  th a t  t im e .  A c c o rd in g ly ,  i t  is in e v ita b le  t h a t  m a n y  jo u rn a l is ts  w ill 

s e e k  to  s p e a k  to  an  o f f ic e r  d ir e c t ly  a b o u t  an  issu e  o r  in c id e n t.

9 0 . W h e n  p o s s ib le  a n d  a p p ro p r ia te ,  th e  p re s s  o f f ic e r  w ill s u p p o r t  th e  jo u r n a l is t  in 

th e i r  re q u e s t  fo r  d ir e c t  in te r v ie w  w ith  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  o f f ic e r  b y  p h o n e  o r  in 

p e rs o n . D ire c t  c o n ta c t  o c c u rs  m o re  o f te n  in p o lic in g  a re a s  w h e re  jo u rn a l is ts  

h a v e  b e c o m e  fa m il ia r  w ith  lo ca l o f f ic e rs  (s u c h  as  D iv is io n a l In s p e c to rs )  w ith  

w h o m  th e y  s p e a k  to  on  a m o re  re g u la r  b a s is . In  p ra c t ic e ,  th e  p re s s  o ff ic e  

fa c i l i ta te s  th e  f lu id  re le a s e  o f  in fo rm a t io n ,  e n s u r in g  re s p o n s e s  a re  p ro d u c e d  to  

m e e t d e a d lin e s  a n d  e n c o u ra g in g  a n d  h e lp in g  b u s y  p o lic e  o f f ic e rs  w ith  

c o m p e t in g  d e m a n d s  to  e x p a n d  on  is su e s  a n d  c o m m e n t  in a r e le v a n t  w a y  

w h ils t  a ls o  m a n a g in g  a n y  im p a c t  u p o n  th e  o p e ra t io n a l is su e s  a t  h a n d .

Q u e s t io n  3 9 :  W h a t  l im ita t io n s ^  i f  a n y ,  a r e  t h e r e  o n  s t a f f  f r o m  S o u th  W a le s

P o lic e  le a v in g  to  w o r k  f o r  t h e  m e d ia  a n d  v ic e  v e r s a ?

9 1 . T h e re  a re  no  l im ita t io n s  u p o n  s ta f f  f ro m  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  le a v in g  to  w o rk  

fo r  th e  m e d ia  a n d  v ic e  v e rs a . In  p ra c t ic e ,  r e s t r ic t iv e  c o v e n a n ts  a re  d i f f ic u l t  to
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For Distribution to CPs

W itn e s s  N a m e : P e te r  J a m e s  V a u g h a n  
D a te d : 1 9 ‘  ̂ J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1  

F iled  in re s p o n s e  to  a n o tic e  d a te d  2 2 n d  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1  
la w fu lly  e n fo rc e . P ro te c t io n  is a f fo rd e d  in re la t io n  to  o ff ic ia l a n d  s e n s it iv e

in fo rm a t io n  b y  th e  O ffic ia l S e c re ts  A c t a n d  th e  D a ta  P ro te c t io n  A c t a m o n g s t

o th e r  le g is la t iv e  p ro te c t io n s .

Q u e s t io n  4 0 :  A r e  r e c o r d s  k e p t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  j o i n  S o u th  W a ie s  P o iic e  f r o m  

t h e  m e d ia ,  o r  g o  o n  to  w o r k  f o r  t h e  m e d ia  a f t e r  ie a v in g  S o u th  W a ie s  P o iic e ?  

I f  s o ,  p ie a s e  d e s c r ib e  t h e  s y s t e m  in  p ia c e .

9 2 .  T h e re  is no  re q u ir e m e n t  fo r  s ta f f  to  te l l  us w h e re  o r  fo r  w h o m  th e y  g o  on  to  

w o rk  o n c e  th e y  le a v e  us. W h ils t  th e  F o rce  m a y  h a v e  s o m e  in fo rm a t io n  f ro m  

re fe re n c e  re q u e s ts  i t  is l ik e ly  to  be  in c o m p le te  s in c e  w e  w o u ld  h a v e  no  w a y  o f  

k n o w in g  i f  th e y  w e re  s u c c e s s fu l in s e c u r in g  th e  ro le  to  w h ic h  th e  re fe re n c e  

re fe rs .  M o re o v e r ,  s ta f f  m a y  th e n  m o v e  on  b e y o n d  th e  s u b s e q u e n t e m p lo y e r .  

A  re c o rd  o f  e a ch  s ta f f  m e m b e r 's  p re v io u s  e m p lo y m e n t  is h e ld  w ith in  th e ir  

p e rs o n n e l f i le .  T h e  im p lic a t io n  o f  th e i r  e m p lo y m e n t  w ith  a n y  fo r m e r  e m p lo y e r  

is a c o n s id e ra t io n  in th e  in it ia l s e le c t io n  d e c is io n  w h e n  a p p o in t in g  n e w  s ta f f .  

W ith in  th e  C o rp o ra te  C o m m u n ic a t io n s  D e p a r tm e n t ,  p re v io u s  e x p e r ie n c e  in th e  

m e d ia  is v a lu a b le  a n d  in d e e d  re q u ire d  fo r  s o m e  ro le s . I a m  a w a re  th a t  th re e  

c u r re n t  m e m b e rs  o u t  o f  th e  tw e n ty  s ta f f  w ith in  th e  C o rp o ra te  

C o m m u n ic a t io n s  D e p a r tm e n t  p re v io u s ly  w o rk e d  fo r  th e  lo ca l m e d ia .

Q u e s t io n  4 1 :  T o  t h e  b e s t  o f  y o u r  k n o w ie d g e  a r e  t h e r e  a n y  d is c e r n ib ie  

p a t t e r n s  in  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  p e r s o n n e l  f r o m  t h e  m e d ia  in t o  S o u th  W a le s  

P o lic e  a n d  v ic e  v e r s a ?

9 3 . T h e re  a re  no  d is c e rn a b le  p a t te rn s  in th e  m o v e m e n t  o f  p e rs o n n e l.  In d e e d , 

th e re  d o e s  n o t te n d  to  be  a h ig h  tu r n o v e r  o f  s ta f f  w ith in  th e  C o rp o ra te  

C o m m u n ic a t io n s  d e p a r tm e n t .  T h e  a v e ra g e  le n g th  o f  e m p lo y m e n t  w ith in  

C o rp o ra te  C o m m u n ic a t io n s  is s ix  y e a rs .  T h e  lo n g e s t s e rv in g  m e m b e r  has  

b e e n  in th e  d e p a r tm e n t  fo r  o v e r  th ir te e n  y e a rs  a n d  th e  s h o r te s t  le ss  th a n  2 

y e a rs .

Q u e s t io n  4 2 :  W h a t  le v e ls  o f  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  a r e  t h e r e  in  S o u th  

W a le s  P o lic e  o f  " m e d ia  c r im e s "  a n d  in  p a r t ic u la r :  ( a )  u n la w f u l  i n t e r c e p t io n
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For Distribution to CPs

W itn e s s  N a m e : P e te r  J a m e s  V a u g h a n  
D a te d : 1 9 ‘  ̂ J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1  

F iled  in re s p o n s e  to  a n o tic e  d a te d  2 2 n d  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1  
o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  ( in c iu d in g  t h e  R e g u ia t io n  o f  I n v e s t i g a t o r y  P o w e r s  A c t ) ;

( b )  b r ib e r y  o f  o f f ic ia is  b y  t h e  m e d ia ;  ( c )  b ia c k m a i i ;  ( d )  h a r a s s m e n t  b y

p a p a r a z z i  a n d  jo u r n a i is t s ;  ( e )  t r a f f i c  a n d / o r  p u b i ic  o r d e r  o f fe n c e s

c o m m i t t e d  b y  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  a n d  j o u r n a i is t s  p u r s u in g  s t o r ie s ;  ( f )  in c i t in g

o f f ic ia is  to  c o m m u n ic a t e  c o n f id e n t ia i  i n f o r m a t io n  h e id  b y  S o u th  W a ie s

P o i ic e /c o n s p ir in g  w i t h  t h e m  to  o b t a in  s u c h  in f o r m a t io n ;  a n d  ( g )  c r im e

w i t h in  m e d ia  o r g a n is a t io n s  o t h e r  t h a n  f o r e g o in g  ( e .g .  d is h o n e s t  e x p e n s e

c ia im s ) .

9 4 . S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  d o e s  n o t re c o rd  c r im in a l o ffe n c e s  as  "m e d ia  c r im e s "  a n d  

o u r  s y s te m s  d o  n o t re c o rd  th e  d a ta  in su ch  a w a y  th a t  w e  ca n  s e a rc h  fo r  th e  

re q u e s te d  in fo rm a t io n .  H o w e v e r ,  I ca n  c o n f irm  th a t  th e  D e te c t iv e  C h ie f 

S u p e r in te n d e n t  (S p e c ia lis t  C r im e ) ,  th e  C h ie f S u p e r in te n d e n t  (S p e c ia lis t  

O p e ra t io n s ) ,  th e  C h ie f S u p e r in te n d e n t  (T e r r i to r ia l P o lic in g ) a n d  C o rp o ra te  

C o m m u n ic a t io n s  m e e t M o n d a y  to  F r id a y  a t  F o rce  d a ily  ta s k in g  a n d  h a v e  

c o n f irm e d  th a t  th e y  h a v e  no  k n o w le d g e  o f  a n y  'm e d ia  c r im e s ' as  l is te d  in 

s u b s e c t io n s  A  to  G o f  th e  q u e s t io n  o c c u r r in g  w ith in  th e  la s t tw o  y e a rs .

Q u e s t io n  4 3 :  W h a t  s o r t  o f  p r i o r i t y  is  g iv e n  t o ,  a n d  w h a t  i e v e i  o f  r e s o u r c e s  

a r e  a v a i ia b ie  to  d e a i  w i t h ,  t h e  a b o v e .

9 5 . I f  su ch  c r im e s / in c id e n ts  w e re  re p o r te d ,  th e y  w o u ld  be  p r io r it is e d  v ia  d a ily  

ta s k in g  a n d  re s o u rc e d  a c c o rd in g ly  h a v in g  a c c e s s , w h e re  n e c e s s a ry , to  a ll th e  

a p p ro p r ia te  s p e c ia lis t  s k il ls  a t  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice 's  d is p o s a l.

Q u e s t io n  4 4 :  W h a t  is  y o u r  c u r r e n t  im p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  c u i t u r e  w i t h in  S o u th  

W a ie s  P o iic e  in  r e ia t io n  to  i t s  d e a i in g s  w i t h  t h e  p r e s s ?

9 6 . In  g e n e ra l o f f ic e rs  a n d  s ta f f  ta k e  g re a t  c a re  in th e i r  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  P ress  a n d  

fo l lo w  th e  g u id e lin e s  to  w h ic h  e x te n s iv e  re fe re n c e s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  in th is  

s ta te m e n t .  In  th e  m a in ,  o f f ic e rs  a n d  s ta f f  r e fe r  a n y  a p p ro a c h  f ro m  th e  m e d ia  

to  th e i r  s u p e rv is in g  o f f ic e r  o r  to  th e  p re s s  o ff ic e .
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For Distribution to CPs

W itn e s s  N a m e : P e te r  J a m e s  V a u g h a n  
D a te d : 1 9 ‘  ̂ J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1  

F iled  in re s p o n s e  to  a n o tic e  d a te d  2 2 n d  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1
9 7 . In d e e d ,  as  re fe re n c e d  e a r l ie r ,  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  in te rn a t io n a l m e d ia  in te re s t

in th e  B r id g e n d  s u ic id e s  th e re  w a s  e v id e n c e  o f  f in a n c ia l in c e n t iv e s  b e in g  

o f fe re d  b y  th e  m e d ia  to  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  f ro m  th e  lo ca l c o m m u n ity  in o rd e r  to  

c o n t in u e  to  p u b lic is e  th e s e  t r a g ic  e v e n ts .  I t  w a s  re a s s u r in g  th a t  d u r in g  th is  

t im e  w h e re  th e  m e d ia  w e re  a c t iv e ly  s e e k in g  s o u rc e s  o f  in fo rm a t io n  th e re  w a s  

no  e v id e n c e  o f  a n y  le a k a g e  o f  in fo rm a t io n  f ro m  a n y  p o lic e  s o u rc e s . T h is  

s h o u ld  be  c o n s id e re d  in th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  o f f ic e rs  a n d  s ta f f  

w ith in  th e  o rg a n is a t io n  w h o  b e c a m e  e n g a g e d  in th is  c r it ic a l in c id e n t.

Q u e s t io n  4 5 :  D o  y o u  c o n s id e r  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  f u r t h e r  s t e p s  w h ic h  c o u id / a n d  

o r  s h o u id  b e  t a k e n  to  e n s u r e  t h a t  r e ia t io n s h ip s  b e t w e e n  t h e  p o i ic e  a n d  t h e  

m e d ia  a r e  a n d  r e m a in  a p p r o p r ia t e ?

9 8 . A t  th is  t im e ,  th e  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  h a v e  no  s ig n if ic a n t  is su e s  o f  c o n c e rn  in 

re la t io n  to  th e i r  c u r r e n t  re la t io n s h ip s  w ith  th e  m e d ia . I re c o g n is e  h o w e v e r  

th a t  w h ils t  th is  is an  im p o r ta n t  p a r tn e rs h ip ,  i t  is an  a re a  th a t  c a r r ie s  a h ig h  

d e g re e  o f  r is k  a n d  re q u ire s  c o n t in u o u s  m o n ito r in g  a n d  re v ie w . T h is  is 

s u p p o r te d  b y  o u r  p ro c e d u re  o f  p e r io d ic  re v ie w  o f  r e le v a n t  p o lic ie s  a t  s e t 

in te r v a ls ,  a u d it in g  o f  c o n ta c t  re g is te rs  a n d , w h e re  n e c e s s a ry , th e  id e n t if ic a t io n  

o f  b e s t p ra c t ic e  to  im p ro v e  a re a s  o f  p o te n t ia l v u ln e r a b i l i t y  o r  w e a k n e s s . T h e  

H M IC  p u b lic a t io n ,  " W ith o u t  F e a r o r  F a v o u r " ,  ha s  b e e n  a v a lu a b le  p u b lic a t io n  

w ith in  th is  a re a  o f  b u s in e s s . F in a lly , I w o u ld  w is h  to  d ra w  to  th e  In q u ir y 's  

a t te n t io n  th e  g e n e ra lly  p o s it iv e  re la t io n s h ip  th a t  th e  S o u th  W a le s  P o lice  e n jo y  

w ith  th e  lo ca l m e d ia .

P o iic ie s  a n d  P r o c e d u r e s

9 9 . In  a d d it io n  to  th e  q u e s t io n s  s e t o u t  a b o v e , I h a v e  b e e n  a s k e d  to  c o lla te  

to g e th e r  s e v e n  k e y  s e ts  o f  d o c u m e n ts  fo r  th e  In q u ir y 's  c o n s id e ra t io n  m a rk e d  

as  (a )  th ro u g h  to  (g )  a t  p a g e s  6 -  7 o f  th e  N o tic e . I ca n  c o n f irm  th a t  th e  

d o c u m e n ts  re q u e s te d  a re  c o lla te d  w ith in  th e  p a g in a te d  b u n d le  m a rk e d  " P J V l"  

a n d  to  w h ic h  I h a v e  m a d e  re fe re n c e  a b o v e . I w o u ld  a ls o  d ra w  y o u r  a t te n t io n  

to  m y  c o m m e n ts  a t  p a ra g ra p h  6 7  d e ta il in g  a d d it io n a l t r a in in g  a n d  o th e r
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For Distribution to CPs

W itn e s s  N a m e : P e te r  J a m e s  V a u g h a n  
D a te d : 1 9 ‘  ̂ J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1  

F iled  in re s p o n s e  to  a n o tic e  d a te d  2 2 n d  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1  
d o c u m e n ta t io n  th a t  m a y  m a k e  re fe re n c e  to  m e d ia  is su e s . T h e s e  d o c u m e n ts

h a v e  n o t b e e n  in c lu d e d  b u t  h a v e  b e e n  lis te d  u p o n  th e  in d e x . T h e y  ca n  be

m a d e  a v a ila b le  to  th e  In q u ir y  i f  n e c e s s a ry  b u t  a re ,  a t  th is  s ta g e , c o n s id e re d

e x tra n e o u s  to  th e  te rm s  o f  th e  N o tic e .

1 0 0 . B y w a y  o f  c la r i f ic a t io n ,  I ca n  c o n f irm  th a t  th e  k e y  p o lic ie s , p ro c e d u re s  a n d  

re g is te rs  t h a t  I h a v e  re fe r re d  to  th r o u g h o u t  a re  as  fo l lo w s :-

•  G ifts  a n d  H o s p ita l i ty  P o licy  (P J V l p a g e s  1 6 6  - 1 8 1 )

T h is  p o lic y  w a s  in fo rc e  ( a lb e it  in a m e n d e d  fo r m )  f ro m  F e b ru a ry  2 0 0 8  

to  M a rch  2 0 0 9  a n d  p ro v id e d  g u id a n c e  as  to  h o s p ita l i ty  g e n e ra l ly ,  th e  

c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  re g is te r  a n d  h o s p ita l i ty  c a te r in g .  T h is  p o lic y  w a s  

s u p e rs e d e d  b y  th a t  s e t  o u t  b e lo w .

•  G if ts .  H o s p ita l i ty  a n d  M ed ia  C o n ta c t P o licy  (P J V l p a g e s  1 5 9  - 1 8 0 )

T h is  w a s  c re a te d  in M a rch  2 0 1 1  a n d  c o v e rs  a ll g if ts  a n d  h o s p ita l i ty  

o f fe re d  to  o r  p ro v id e d  b y  a n y  m e m b e r  o f  s ta f f  in c lu d in g  c o n ta c t  w ith  

m e d ia  p e rs o n n e l.

•  G ifts  a n d  H o s p ita l i ty  R e g is te r  (G e n e ra l)  (P J V l p a g e s  1 8 2 -  2 1 1 )

T h is  h a s  b e e n  in e x is te n c e  s in c e  2 0 0 7  a n d  d e ta ils  a ll g if ts  a n d  

h o s p ita l i ty  o f fe re d  to  C h ie f O ff ic e rs  a n d  s e n io r  s ta f f  a n d  th e  s u b s e q u e n t 

re s p o n s e .

•  M ed ia  R e g is te r  -  (P J V l p a g e s  2 1 2  -  2 1 8 )

T h is  is a re g is te r  h e ld  b y  th e  D e p u ty  C h ie f C o n s ta b le  s in c e  M a rch  2 0 1 1 . 

I t  is a re g is te r  o f  a ll m e d ia  c o n ta c t  w ith  ACPO O ff ic e rs  a n d  S e n io r  P o lice  

S ta f f  a n d  s e ts  o u t  th e  d e ta il o f  a ll in te rv ie w s  a lo n g  w ith  a b r ie f  n o te  

in d ic a t in g  w h a t  w a s  d is c u s s e d  in c lu d in g  o u tc o m e  a n d  a ll m e e t in g s  w ith  

jo u rn a l is ts  in c lu d in g  p u rp o s e , t im e  a n d  p la c e . T h is  a ls o  in c lu d e s  d e ta ils  

o f  g if ts  a n d  h o s p ita l i ty  o f fe re d  b y  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  m e d ia  a n d  th e  

s u b s e q u e n t re s p o n s e  w ith  a ra t io n a le .

S ta te m e n t  o f  T ru th
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W itn e s s  N a m e : P e te r  J a m e s  V a u g h a n  
D a te d : 1 9 ‘  ̂ J a n u a ry  2 0 1 1  

F iled  in re s p o n s e  to  a n o tic e  d a te d  2 2 n d  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1

I b e lie v e  th a t  th e  fa c ts  s ta te d  in th is  w itn e s s  s ta te m e n t  a re  t r u e

D a te d  th e  1 9 th  d a y  o f  J a n u a ry  2 0 1 2

S ig n e d :

PETER JAM ES V A U G H A N
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