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E x h ib it! ]

IN THE MATTER OF THE LEVESON INQUIRY

WITNESS STATEMENT OF JEREMY LAWTON

I, JEREMY LAWTON, Chief Crime Correspondent of the Daily Star, of The Northern
and Shell Building, Number 10 Lower Thames Street, London, EC3R 6EN, WILL
SAY AS FOLLOWS:

A. 1 am the Chief Crime Correspondent of the Daily Star. I make this statement 
in response to a request of the Leveson Inquiry (the "Inquiry”) pursuant to a 
letter to the solicitors for Northern & Shell dated 3 January 2012.

B. I confirm that all matters in this statement are true and, unless I specify to the 
contrary, are based upon my own knowledge and a review of the relevant 
documents. Where matters are not within my own knowledge, I state the 
source and believe the same to be true.

C. For convenience, I have reproduced as subheadings the questions asked of 
me in the 3 January letter.

Who you are and a brief summary of your career history in the media.

1. I have been a journalist for 24 years. After passing Part I and Part II NCTJ 
Pre-Entry exams in Journalism, Law, Public Administration and Shorthand, I 
obtained a NCTJ Proficiency in Practical Journalism Certificate at Sheffield 
and worked for the Grimsby Evening Telegraph for three years. After four 
years at Humberside Newsline -  a now defunct news agency based in Hull -  I
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was recruited by the Daily Star for whom I have worked for the past 17 years. 
After starting out as a general news reporter in London, I was appointed 
northern correspondent based in Leeds before being promoted to my current 
position as Chief Crime Correspondent. I am the only Daily Star reporter not 
based in London and have a worldwide roving brief from my home in the 
north,

2. Stories I have covered since joining the Daily Star include the 9/11 and 7/7 
bombings, the Dunblane and Cumbrian massacres, the Soham murders, 
Raoul Moat’s shooting spree, the Suffolk strangler, the so-called Crossbow 
Cannibal killings, Jo Yeates’ murder, the kidnapping of Shannon Matthews 
and the disappearances of Ben Needham and Madeleine McCann.

Relations between the Media and the Metropolitan Police

W hat have been y o u r im pressions, ove r the years, abou t the cu ltu re  o f
re la tions between the M etropo litan  Police Service and  the m edia?

3. As 1 have spent most of my career on the Daily Star outside London my 
experience of working with the Metropolitan Police is much more limited than 
most crime correspondents. It is restricted to press office calls on individual 
stories and occasional pre-arranged press conferences. In my limited 
experience I would describe Metropolitan Police staff as generally 
approachable and helpful.

Describe the pe rsona l con tact w h ich you  had  w ith  the M etropo litan  Police a t
the various stages o f  y o u r career. The In q u iry  w ou ld  like  an ove ra ll p ic tu re  o f
the type, frequency, dura tion  and  con ten t o f  y o u r contact.

4. Before joining the Daily Star I had no experience of dealing with the 
Metropolitan Police as I worked exclusively in the north. While working as a 
general news reporter in London my contact consisted of phone calls to the 
press bureau regarding individual news stories. These would take place up to 
five times a week and -  while I did establish a rapport with a couple of press 
officers -  it was phone-based and did not involve one-to-one meetings. As 
northern correspondent my contact was limited to the odd call on jobs with 
London links. In my current role contact is largely telephone-based as most of 
my work remains outside London, though I have attended some press 
briefings on major stories.
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W ithout p re jud ice  to the genera lity  o f  question  (3) above, p lease se t o u t the  
con tac t w h ich you  have had  w ith  the person occupy ing  a t any  g iven tim e the  
fo tiow ing  pos ts  g iv ing , as b es t yo u  can remember, the dates and  sum m aris ing  
the g is t o f  the com m unica tions w h ich yo u  had  w ith :

a. The C om m iss ioner o f  P o lice  o f  the M etropoiis.
b. The D eputy C om m issioner o f  Po lice o f  the M etropolis.
c. A ss is ta n t Com m issioners o f  Po lice o f  the M etropo lis
d. D eputy A ss is ta n t C om m issioners o f Po lice o f  the M etropo lis
e. Head o f  P ub lic  A ffa irs.
in  each case, who in itia ted  the contact, a n d  why?

5. 1 have had no contact with any of the above named officers of the
Metropolitan Police. Where 1 have quoted those persons in news stories such 
quotes will either have derived from an organised press conference or from 
agency copy.

D id  you  ever have the pe rsona l m ob ile  te lephone num ber o r  hom e telephone  
num ber o f  the people  lis te d  a t a~e above?

6. No.

Describe what yo u  were seeking  to ga in  from  the M etropo litan  Po lice  through  
y o u r pe rsona l contacts  w ith  MPS personnel.

7. Where I have had personal contact with MPS personnel, such contact was in 
pursuance of ascertaining routine information from the press office regarding 
individual news stories and the development of on-going investigations.

Describe in  genera l term s and  us ing  illu s tra tive  exam ples w hat yo u  cons ide r 
the M etropo litan  Police has been seeking  from  you  in  persona l dealings w ith  
them  during  y o u r career.

8. Like most police forces I think their desire is to ensure they are portrayed in 
the best possible light and to try and discourage the publication of information 
that they feel could hamper any investigation or spark wider disorder within 
the community.

To w hat extent do y o u  accept, and  have you  accepted, h o sp ita lity  from  the  
M etropo litan Po lice?

9. The hospitality which I have received from the Metropolitan Police has never 
extended further than the odd tea and biscuit at organised press briefings.
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In s o f a r  a s  y o u  a c c e p t, o r  h a v e  a c c e p te d , h o s p it a lit y  fro m  th e  M P S , w h a t is ,  o r  
w as, th e  n a t u re  o f  th e  h o s p it a iit y  th a t y o u  a c c e p t, o r  h a v e  a c c e p t e d ?

10. S e e  above.

T o w h a t e x te n t d o  y o u , o r  h a v e  y o u , p r o v id e d  h o s p it a lit y  f o r  th e  M e t ro p o iit a n  
P o l ic e ?

11. I have n ever provided hospitality to the M etropolitan Police.

In s o f a r  a s  y o u  p ro v id e , o r  h a v e  p r o v id e d  h o s p it a lit y  to  th e  M e t ro p o iit a n  P o lic e ,  
w h a t is ,  o r  w as, th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  h o s p it a lit y  that y o u  p r o v id e ,  o r  h a v e  
p r o v id e d ?

12. None.

H a v e  y o u  e v e r  a tt e n d e d  a fo rm a l p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  c a lle d  b y  th e  M P S ?  If  s o ,  f o r  
w h a t p u r p o s e  w a s  it  c a lle d  a n d  d o  y o u  th in k  th a t it  w a s  v a iu a b le ?

13. T h e m ost recent I can recall vi/as a C E O P  briefing on an initiative launch ed to 

help find M adeleine M cC ann. It w as extrem ely valuab le, and indeed co verag e 

of the briefing took up an entire page of our paper.

Relations with Other Police Forces

W h a t h a v e  b e e n  y o u r  im p r e s s io n s ,  o v e r  th e y e a rs , a b o u t  th e  c u it u r e  o f  
re la t io n s  b e t w e e n  p o l ic e  f o r c e s  o t h e r  th a n  th e  M P S  a n d  th e  m e d ia ?

14. G e n e ra lly  I have e stab lish ed  good relatio n sh ip s with m ost po lice fo rce s I have 

w orked with. W h ile  on my local p ap er -  w here I a lso  looked after the crim e 

beat -  I w ent daily to the tow n’s  police station for briefings about overnight 

incidents. T h is sce n a rio  -  w hich I understand is  now virtually extinct ~  allow ed 

trust to build up betw een the n ew spaper and police. Both gained 

co n sid erably. T h e po lice w ould g ive us g u id an ce on running crim e sto ries 

en su rin g  inform ation a p p e a ls they w anted to be published reach ed the 

gen eral public. In return w e w ere sa fe  in the know ledge o u r sto rie s w ere 

accu rate and not going to ham per any investigation or c a u se  leg al difficulties. 

T h is frequency of contact ended w hen I m oved to the new s ag e n cy  but I 

strove to form  sim ilar relatio n ship s of m utual trust with fo rce p re ss o fficers. 

Though I now deal with m ultiple police fo rce s nothing h a s changed. I
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en d eavo u r to build up relatio n sh ip s of trust. I am  lucky in that the D aily S tar 

h as been extrem ely supportive in this.

15. T h e re have been o cca sio n s w here the po lice have aske d  m e not to run 

certain d etails in o rd er to avoid ham pering on-going investig atio ns and each  

tim e the n ew sp ap e r h a s backed me. T h o se  d e cisio n s h ave helped build up 

positive re latio n sh ip s beneficial to both the p o lice and new spaper.

H a v e  y o u  h a d  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  at C h ie f  C o n s t a b le ,  D e p u t y  C h ie f  C o n s t a b le ,  o r  
A s s is t a n t  C h ie f  C o n s t a b le  le v e l?  If  s o ,  a s  b e s t  y o u  c a n  re m e m b e r, p le a s e  sta te  
th e  d a te s  a n d  s u m m a r is e  th e  g is t  o f  s u c h  c o m m u n ic a t io n s .

16. P erso n al contact with C h ie f C o n sta b te s/A C C s and D C C s is  u sually  restricted 

to o rg anised  p o lice p re ss co n fere n ces on m ajor new s sto rie s o r arranged 

C h ristm as ‘m eet the c h ie f m edia eve n ts at w hich they u su ally  a sk  for 

feed b ack on the current state of p o lice -p re ss relations.

D e s c r ib e  th e  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  w h ic h  y o u  h a d  w ith  o t h e r  p o l ic e  f o r c e s  a t th e  
v a r io u s  s t a g e s  o f  y o u r  c a re e r. T h e  In q u ir y  w o u ld  lik e  a n  o v e r a ll  p ic t u r e  o f  th e  
ty p e, f r e q u e n c y , d u ra tio n  a n d  c o n t e n t  o f  y o u r  c o n t a c t  w ith  o t h e r  p o l ic e  f o r c e s .

17. D uring the co u rse of my ca re e r I have had som e contact with m ost police 

fo rce s in the U K. T h e level and freq uen cy d e p e n d s on the nature of individual 

sto ries. I h ave had co n sid e rab le  e xp erie n ce in d ealing with W e st Y o rksh ire  

and G re a te r M an ch ester fo rce s w hich, fo r m e, are both excellen t at m edia 

relatio ns and sh o uld  be the m odel fo r all fo rce s. T hey strike the perfect 

b alan ce betw een on-the-record briefings and off-the-record guidan ce. 

N orthum bria P o lice ’s  m edia relatio n s w ere exce lle n t in difficult circu m stan ce s 

during the M oat ca se . C um bria P o lice ’s  o rg anisation of the inq uest into 

D errick B ird ’s  killing sp re e  w as exceptional, hi-tech and a great m odel for the 

future.

18. T h e  only o c c a sio n s upon w hich I h ave found fo rce s unw illing to en g ag e on 

w hat I co n sid e r a satisfacto ry level w ere L e ice ste rsh ire  P o lice w hile handling 

the U K  end of the M adeleine M cC ann c a s e  and A von and S o m erset during 

the Jo  Y e a te s’ m urder inquiry. U n usu ally  both fo rce s refused to give any 

g u id an ce on an y of the m ultiple tines of inquiry that cam e in to m ost 

n ew sp ap ers during th o se on-going investigations.
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D e s c r ib e  w h a t y o u  w e re  s e e k in g  to  g a in  fro m  t h e s e  c o n t a c t s  w ith  o t h e r  p o l ic e  
f o r c e s .

19. On e a ch  crim e story the police and n ew sp ap er sh a re  the sam e goal -  to find 

out the truth about w hat happened. All my contact with the police is  fo cu sse d  

on this.

20. In each  c a se  I start out with the view  the p o lice are  trying to so lv e  the c a se  

and are likely to have a c c e s s  to the m ost accu rate inform ation about it. It is 

my jo b  to tap into that inform ation bank on w hich to b a se  my sto ries. A  key 

part of my jo b  in covering crim e invo lves inform ing re a d e rs of the state of the 

po lice investigation. F o r that police briefings are  obvio u sly cru cial. T h ey a lso  

offer m e the defam ation protection of qualified privilege. But ju st a s  im portant 

is  an ability to obtain p o lice gu id an ce about the validity of the m any stra n d s of 

inform ation that com e into the n ew sp ap e r independently from  m ultiple 

so u rc e s -  the public, w itn esse s, crim e exp erts - during high profile c a se s. 

T hat g u id a n ce  allo w s m e to e n su re  my reports rem ain an accu rate reflection 

of the true nature of the investigation. In certain c a s e s  -  w here a  la ck  of 

p ro g re ss is m ade -  the quality of the po lice investigation itself can becom e 

the story.

D e s c r ib e  in  g e n e r a l t e rm s  a n d  u s in g  illu s tra t iv e  e x a m p le s  w h a t y o u  c o n s id e r  
th a t o t h e r  p o l ic e  f o r c e s  h a v e  b e e n  s e e k in g  fro m  y o u  in  p e r s o n a l  d e a lin g s  w ith  
th e m  d u r in g  y o u r  c a re e r.

2 1. In my e xp erie n ce m ost police fo rce s w ant to e n su re  they are portrayed a s 

com petent, hard-w orking, and in com m and of their in q u iries in a  bid to 

re a ssu re  the public and m aintain order. D uring last su m m er's riots (2 0 1 1 ) 

police from  se v e ra l fo rce s re le a se d  up-to-the-m inute arrest fig u res and d etails 

of ja il se n te n ce s dish ed  out to looters at em ergency courts in a bid to deter 

o thers and quell future d istu rb an ces.

22. M ost fo rce s u se  n ew sp ap e rs and other m edia to m ake a p p e a ls to the public 

at larg e for help with on-going investigations. T h ey urge w itn e sse s to com e 

forw ard or re le a se  sp e cific  d etails about incidents/item s that frequently lead to 

c a s e s  being q u ickly reso lved . T h ey can a lso  w ithhold certain sp e cific  d e tails 

to help them  w hen they later interview  su sp e cts. O n num erous o cca sio n s w e 

h ave been aske d  -  and agreed ~  to rem ove certain d e tails from  sto ries to
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a s s is t with this p ro ce ss or to prevent su sp e cts being tipped off about pending 

arrests.

2 3. In the R ao u l Moat c a se  police took the w orld’s  m edia into their trust after 

recovering a taped threat from  the stilt-at-large gunm an that he w ould execute 

a m em ber of the public for eve ry  p erceived untruth about h is fam ily he 

read/h eard in the m edia. At an off-the-record briefing officers in the c a se  

exp lain ed the situation and aske d  n e w sp a p e rs/T V  and radio to avoid 

pubtishing/broadcasting inform ation about M oat’s fam ily o r any details about 

the threat itself. On m y part a double page sp read  w e w ere planning to run 

the next day w as pulled -  without protest or question - the m om ent I told the 

new s d esk. E veryo n e adh ered to the new s blackout. M oat w as caught without 

further bloodshed.

T o  w h a t e x te n t  d o  y o u  a c c e p t,  a n d  h a v e  a c c e p t e d , h o s p it a lit y  fro m  o t h e r  p o l ic e  
f o r c e s ?

24. A gain, I cannot re call e v e r having received  hospitality from  a police fo rce 

w hich extended further than tea and biscu its at p re ss briefings.

In s o f a r  a s  y o u  a c c e p t, o r  h a v e  a c c e p t e d , h o s p it a lit y  fro m  th e o t h e r  p o l ic e  
f o r c e s ,  w h a t is ,  o r  w as, th e  n a t u re  o f  th e  h o s p it a lit y  th a t y o u  a c c e p t, o r  h a v e  
a c c e p t e d ?

25. A gain, su ch  hospitality h a s n eve r gone further than the provision of routine 

refreshm ents.

T o  w h a t e x te n t d o  y o u , o r  h a v e  y o u , p r o v id e d  h o s p it a lit y  f o r  o t h e r  p o l ic e  f o r c e s  
o r  a n y  o f  t h e ir  p e r s o n n e l?

26. Nothing routinely and nothing on condition of any kind of return ‘favo u r’. I 

have bought the odd pint o r coffee depending on location of m eetings.

In s o f a r  a s  y o u  p r o v id e ,  o r  h a v e  p r o v id e d  h o s p it a lit y  to  o t h e r  p o l ic e  f o r c e s ,  o r  
a n y  o f  th e ir  p e r s o n n e l,  w h a t is, o r  w as, th e  n a t u re  o f  th e  h o s p it a lit y  that y o u  
p r o v id e ,  o r  h a v e  p r o v id e d ?

2 7. S e e  above.
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General Matters

H a v e  th e  p o l ic e  e it h e r  fo rm a lly  o r  in fo r m a lly  e v e r  g iv e n  y o u  p r io r  n o t if ic a t io n  
a b o u t  p r o p o s e d  a rre s ts , r a id s  o r  o t h e r  a c t io n ?  if  s o ,  p le a s e  e la b o ra te .

28. W hen I have been w arned off-the-record about pending a rre sts it is u su a lly  to 

stop us running som ething that m ay ham per the investigation. T hat happ en s 

infrequently and no sp e cific  tim es/p laces for a rre sts w ould be given. S om e 

fo rce s som etim es offer the m edia the ch a n ce  to be present on sp e cific  raids - 

su ch  a s  drug bu sts -  a s  part of o rg anised  anti-crim e initiatives though I have 

n eve r taken part in one.

H a v e  y o u  e v e r  b e e n  o f f e r e d  “o f f  th e  r e c o r d "  b r ie f in g s  b y  th e  p o l i c e ?  I f  s o ,  
p le a s e  e la b o ra te .

29. Y e s. All good fo rce s offer off-the-record briefings. In my opinion they are  an 

e sse n tia l tool fo r accu rate crim e reporting. In an age of 24-hour T V  new s 

co ve rag e , live te le vise d  police p re ss co n fere n ces, and Twitter, off-the-record 

briefing s a re  critical in allow ing police and jo u rn a lists to have full and frank 

e xch a n g e s about a sp e cts of the investigation neither w ould w ant instantly 

bro ad cast to the w orld.

30 . B efore 24-ho ur new s ch a n n e ls po lice p re ss co n fe re n ce s w ere m uch m ore 

frank affairs w here officers could ra ise  and exp lain  their co n cern s about the 

reporting of sp e cific  c a se  d etails and Journalists could a sk  fo r d iscreet 

g u id an ce about va rio u s lin es of inquiry they w ere pursuing. M utual trust 

m eant m uch o f th ese briefings rem ained confidential. It w ould now be 

im po ssible to have th ese b riefin g s a s  -  scre e n e d  live on T V  -  they w ould risk  

prejudicing in vestig atio n s and ham pering in q u iries. In my opinion all fo rce s 

should offer se p a ra te  off-the-record b riefin g s along with live p re ss 

co n fere n ces.

W h a t m e c h a n is m s ,  i f  a ny, a re  in  p la c e  in  y o u r  w o r k p la c e  to  m o n it o r  a n d  r e c o r d  
h o s p it a lit y  a s  b e t w e e n  th e  p o l ic e  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d  a n d  y o u , o r  y o u r  fe llo w  

jo u r n a l is t s  o n  th e  o t h e r ?

3 1 . All e x p e n se s are  scru tin ised  by the new s d e sk, M anaging Editor and 

acco u n ts departm ent prior to reim bursem ent. I am required to provide d etails 

of everyo n e I ‘entertain’. Entertaining is the w ord m anagem ent u s e s  to
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d e scrib e  hospitality. I am  required to provide receip ts for all su ch  tran sactio n s 

and exp lain  w hy they w ere incurred.

32 . O ur com pany’s  A nti-B ribery and C orruption P o licy -  of w hich I have en clo se d  

a copy at pag e [ ] of exhibit JL  1 -  states; “The Company must keep financial 
records and have appropriate internal controls in place which will evidence 
the business reason for making payments to third parties. You must declare 
and keep a written record of all hospitality or gifts accepted or offered, which 
wilt be subject to managerial review. You must ensure all expenses claims 
relating to hospitality, gifts or expenses incurred to third parties are submitted 
in accordance with the Company’s expenses policy and specifically record the 
reason for the expenditure. All accounts, invoices, memoranda and other 
documents and records relating to dealings with third parties, such as clients, 
suppliers and business contacts, should be prepared and maintained with 
strict accuracy and completeness. No accounts must be kept "off-book" to 
facilitate or conceal Improper payments".

W h a t tra in in g , g u id a n c e ,  p o l ic ie s ,  a n d /o r  p r a c t ic e s  a re  in  p la c e  in  y o u r
w o r k p la c e  g o v e r n in g  c o n t a c t  b e t w e e n  y o u  a n d  y o u r  fe llo w  jo u r n a l is t s  o n  th e
o n e  h a n d  th e  p o l ic e  o n  th e  o t h e r ?

33. W hen I jo in ed E xp re ss N ew sp ap ers in 1994 I w as given a com pany 

handbook and put through an induction co u rse  by my then-new s editor w ho 

outlined the com pany’s  expected stan d ard s of behaviour. In short I w as 

expected to obey the law  and w ork within the P re ss C o u n cii/P re ss C om plaints 

C om m ission g u id e lin es w hich w ere outlined to me. I w as free to co n verse 

with jo u rn a lists on rival titles and w ork se n sib ly  with them  w hen the situation 

dictated. F o r instan ce, if five jo u rn a lists from  different titles arrive  at the sam e 

door at the sam e tim e it is se n sib le  to a g ree to let one o r two knock and sh a re  

the inform ation in o rd er to sp a re  the individual the an g u ish  of answ ering to a 

crow d o r having to su ffe r m ultiple kn o cks from  reporters asking the sam e 

qu estio ns. Though this inform ation w ould be pooled am ong th o se present any 

inform ation I obtain individually a s  a D aily S tar reporter is the property of the 

new spaper.

34. A s  fa r a s the police w ere co n cerned  I w as ad vised  to build and m aintain 

contacts through m utual trust. T h e  n ew sp ap er h as ch ang ed  ow ners during 

m y em ploy and rule/contract ch a n g e s are  circulated via  post/em ail w h en ever
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they happen. Follow ing the introduction of the B ribery A ct 2 0 10  I -  along with 

all em p lo yees -  w a s sent a copy of the com pany’s  A nti-B ribery and 

C orruption P olicy. It states; “The Company takes a zero-tolerance approach 
to bribery and corruption”. It a lso  provides p re cise  g u id e lin es a s  to 

accep tab le and u nacceptab le beh avio u r w hich I ad h ere to. R e cen t ch a n g e s to 

the E dito rs’ C o d e of P ractice  w ere a lso  em ailed out to all jo u rn a lists by the 

legal departm ent w hich a lso  c ircu late s notices relating to legal com plaints 

a c ro ss all titles, P C C  bulletins and notices of court ord ers and injunctions. 

T hough the D aily S ta r is not currently in the P C C  the editorial director 

d e clared  that all jo u rn a lists m ust still adh ere to its code of conduct. R e fe re n ce  

is m ade to th is in the n ew spaper w hich eve ry day ca rrie s the declaration: 

“This newspaper adheres to the ethical and professional standards of the 
publishing industry as set out in the Editors’ Code of Practice.”

W h a t e d it o r ia l o r  m a n a g e m e n t  o v e rs ig h t ,  o r  co n tro l, i f  a ny, i s  th e re  o v e r  
c o m m u n ic a t io n s  b e t w e e n  jo u r n a l is t s  a n d  p o l ic e  a t y o u r  m e d ia  o u tle t?

35. I h ave an sw ered this question in part at paragraph J ].

36. In regard to e xclu sive  sto ries there is an o versight by the N ew s Editor and 

other e xe cu tive s on the new spaper. A lso  the n ew sp ap e r’s  law yers m ay 

req uire inform ation regarding so u rce s. A fter 1 7  y e a rs in the jo b  I w ould like to 

think I am  trusted -  and exp ected -  to be ab le  to talk to the police without 

breach ing the law /rules.

W h a t e t h ic a l i s s u e s  d o  y o u  c o n s id e r  a ris e , o r  n e e d  to b e  h e ld  in  m in d , b y  a  
J o u r n a lis t  c o m m u n ic a t in g  in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  h is  o r  h e r  e m p lo y m e n t  w ith  th e  
p o lic e ,  o r  a n y o n e  s e r v in g  with, o r  e m p lo y e d  b y , a  p o l ic e  f o r c e ?

3 7 . A part from  the obvious ethical issu e  of reporting p o lice -re le ase d  inform ation 

accu rately  the key issu e  to co n sid e r is bribery. A nything that could be 

deem ed an inducem ent -  no m atter how apparently inn o cu o u s -- offered in 

return fo r an officer o r police civilian  p a ssin g  on inform ation or acting outside 

the co n fin es of their norm al duty w ould put m e at risk  of prosecution and the 

sa ck . I could be a ccu se d  of enticing them  to break the ru les. On the other 

hand t can still buy an o fficer a b e e r - ju st like anyone - a s  long a s  no strin gs 

a re  attached.
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W h a t p a y m e n t s  ( if  a n y ) a r e  c o n s id e r e d  to  b e  le g it im a te  f in a n c ia l tr a n s a c t io n s  
b e t w e e n  p e r s o n s  s e r v in g  w ith  o r  e m p lo y e d  b y  a  p o l ic e  f o r c e  a n d  jo u r n a l is t s  at 
y o u r  m e d ia  o u t le t ?  P le a s e  e x p la in .

38. N one

W h a t r o le  d o  y o u  c o n s id e r  th at th e  M e t ro p o lita n  P o l ic e  S e r v ic e  D ire c t o ra t e  o f  
P u b l ic  A ffa irs  ( e s p e c ia l ly  it s  P r e s s  B u r e a u ) a n d  c o r r e s p o n d in g  p a r t s  o f  o t h e r  
p o l ic e  f o r c e s  f u lf ill?  W hat, in  p ra c t ic e ,  d o  t h e y  d o ?

39. I im agine their role is  to prom ote the individual police fo rce and e n su re  it is 

portrayed in the best p o ssib le  light. T hat’s  w hat they try and do. P re ss  officers 

act a s  interm ediaries betw een jo u rn a lists and o fficers.

H o w , in  p r a c t ic e ,  d o  y o u  g e t  a c c e s s  to th e  p o l ic e ?

40, V ia  the p re ss office.

D o e s  th e  H e a d  o f  P u b l ic  A ffa irs  a t th e  M e t ro p o lita n  P o l ic e  S e r v ic e  a n d /o r  
c o r r e s p o n d in g  p e r s o n s  in  o t h e r  p o l ic e  f o r c e s  act, o r  s e e k  to  a c t  a s  
g a t e k e e p e r s  c o n t r o ll in g  a c c e s s  b y  th e  m e d ia  to o t h e r  p o l ic e  p e r s o n n e l ?

4 1 . Som e -  but not all - se e  their duty to ‘protect’ se n io r o fficers from  jo u rn alists.

I f  s o ,  w h a t i s  y o u r  a ttitu d e  to  th is  sta te  o f  a f fa ir s ?

42, I w ould a lw a y s prefe r to talk to the officer directly but I do n ’t have a problem  

a s long a s the p re ss officer accu rately  re lay s the inform ation and I get an 

accu ra te  re sp o n se.

T o  w h a t extent, in  y o u r  o p in io n ,  d o e s  th e M P S ’ P r e s s  B u re a u , a n d  
c o r r e s p o n d in g  p a r t s  o f  o t h e r  p o l ic e  f o r c e s ,  e x is t  to  m a n a g e  th e  r e le v a n t  p o l ic e  
f o r c e ’s  c o r p o r a t e  im a g e  in  th e  m e d ia ?

43. I think a large part of their role is  to e n su re  the fo rce is portrayed in a s  good a 

light a s p o ssib le . That is  only natural particularly in tough fin an cial tim es and 

am id rum ours of fo rce  m ergers.
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i s  it  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  p o l ic e  f o r c e s  to h a v e  a p r e s s  o ffice , a n d  w h a t i s  y o u r  v ie w  a s  
to  th e  u t ility  a n d  r o le  o f  p o l ic e  p r e s s  o f f ic e s ?

44. Y e s. P re ss  o fficers are  (u su a lly) a va ila b le  w h e re as police o fficers are  

frequently too bogged down with all th eir other duties to talk. W hen a query 

em e rg es on a daily n ew spaper, sp e e d  o f re sp o n se  is  critical. G o o d p re ss 

o fficers, w ho und erstan d how  n e w sp ap e rs w ork and jo u rn a lists’ requirem ents, 

co n ce rn s and p re ssu re s, can  actually help exp lain  to reluctant o fficers on your 

beh alf w hy it m ay be m utually ben eficial to re le a se  certain p ie ce s of 

inform ation.

I s  it  c o m m o n  f o r  p e r s o n s  w o r k in g  f o r  p o l ic e  p r e s s  o f f ic e s  to  h a v e  a  
b a c k g r o u n d  in  th e  m e d ia ?

45. Y e s

W h a t p r o p o r t io n  o f  p e r s o n n e l  w o r k in g  in  p o l ic e  p r e s s  o f f ic e s  d o  y o u  e s t im a t e  
h a v e  a m e d ia  b a c k g r o u n d ?

46. t w ould have to g u e ss, but if I did, I w ould sa y  that it w ould be around half.

I s  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  fo rm  o f  m e d ia  b a c k g r o u n d  p r e d o m in a n t ly  f o u n d  a m o n g s t  
p o l ic e  p r e s s  o f f ic e r s  (e.g . ta b lo id , b ro a d s h e e t, t e le v is io n )?

4 7. In my exp e rie n ce  m ost com e from lo cal/regio n al n ew spaper/T V /rad io  
backgrounds.

T o th e  b e s t  o f  y o u r  k n o w le d g e  i s  th e re  a n y  d is c e r n ib le  p a t t e r n s  in  th e  
m o v e m e n t  o f  p e r s o n n e l  f ro m  th e  m e d ia  in t o  p o l ic e  p r e s s  o f f ic e s  a n d  v ic e  
v e r s a ?

48. I think police p re ss office w ork a p p e a ls to regional Journalists b e ca u se  the pay 

is  u su a lly  better than in their current jo b s w hich have little pro spect of 

prom otion o r large sa la ry  h ikes. W ith the current d e clin e in the fo rtunes of 

m any local n e w sp a p e rs po lice jo b s are probably se e n  a s m ore se cu re .

About HMIC

W h a t i s  y o u r  v ie w  o f  th e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  c o n t a in e d  in  th e  H M IC ’s  r e c e n t  
r e p o r t  “W ith o u t F e a r  o r  F a v o u r ” in s o f a r  a s  t h e y  c o n c e r n  re la t io n s  b e t w e e n  th e  
m e d ia  a n d  th e  p o l i c e ?  ( If  y o u  h a v e  n o t  s e e n  it, th e  r e p o r t  is  a v a ila b le  o n lin e ).
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49. I am  all fo r anti-corruption training and setting high sta n d ard s of integrity but I 

b elieve that the new  proposed ru le s are u n n e ce ssa ry  in light of the B ribery 

A ct 20 10 . I believe that the ru les should be flexib le enough to fo cu s on the 

intent behind an act rather than the sim ple act itself. A fter m any y e a rs a s  a 

crim e reporter I count am ong my frien d s a num ber of policem en, so licito rs, 

b arristers and other se n io r m em bers of the leg al pro fession. I sh o uld  be free 

to play a so cia l round of g o lf with a p o lice o ffice r pal o r buy him lunch purely 

a s  a  friend a s  long a s there is abso lutely no condition attached to it. If, on the 

other hand, I w as to m ake it a condition of lunch he p a sse d  m e som e illicit 

inform ation then that w ould be co n sid ered  corrupt. I presum e that w ould be 

co vered by the B ribery A ct 2 0 10  and I w ould be risking prosecution and 

d ism issal.

50. T h e H M IC  review ’s  key findings w ere;

1 - W e did not find evid en ce to support any contention of en d em ic 

corruption in P o lice  S e rvice  re latio nship s, either in relation to the m edia or 

m ore gen erally, with the m ajority of police o fficers and staff striving to act 

with integrity.

2 - in sta n ce s of deliberate m alpractice in relation to th ese m atters ap p ear 

to be infrequent.

3  - W e found in stan ces of enforcem ent action ag ain st ind ivid u als at all 

le ve ls, w here sufficient evid en ce had a risen .

51. A ccordingly, with no “en d em ic corruption" and strict new  bribery law s a lread y 

in p lace, I do not co n sid e r there to be a need for additional ru les that can  only 

harm  p o lice -p re ss relatio ns w hen they sh o uld  be strengthened.

D o  y o u  c o n s id e r  th a t th e re  a re  f u rt h e r  o r  d iffe re n t s t e p s  w h ic h  c o u l d  a n d /o r  
s h o u l d  b e  ta k e n  to  e n s u r e  that r e la t io n s h ip s  b e t w e e n  th e  p o l ic e  a n d  th e m e d ia  
a re  a n d  re m a in  a p p r o p r ia t e ?  P le a s e  e x p la in  w h e n  a n s w e r in g  t h is  q u e s t io n  
w h a t y o u  c o n s id e r  to b e  a p p r o p r ia t e  c o n t a c t  b e t w e e n  th e  p o l ic e  a n d  jo u r n a l is t s  
in  a  d e m o c r a t ic  s o c ie t y .

52. S e e  my a n sw e r above. If the aim  o f th is Inquiry is  to im prove p re ss ethics, 

sta n d ard s and practice then su re ly  an integral part of that is  en su rin g  sto ries 

are  a s  accu rate a s  p o ssib le . That can only be a ch ie ved  by greater 

cooperation betw een p re ss and p o lice -  on a strictly above-board level ~  not 

by le ss. That cooperation sh o uld  obvio u sly not involve fin an cial inducem ents
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but be b ased  on a fa ir and frank inform ation e xch an g e in an environm ent of 

m utual trust.

53. A s the Inquiry h a s heard from  other w itn e sse s I w ould like to state that in the 

vast m ajority of c a s e s  the p re ss b e h aves w ell and gets it right. In a statem ent 

issu e d  -  via  the police p re ss office - by the parents of Jo  Y e a te s after V in cen t 

T ab ak w as convicted of h er m urder they said : 'W e  would like to thank the 
media for not pestering us and giving us space to try and start coming to 
terms with our loss. We would ask you to continue to give us the same 
consideration and respect as you have given us since Jo first went missing."

54. R eferring to an sw er to questio n 15. it is  su re ly  of sig n ifican ce  that the c a s e s  in 

w hich individual p o lice fo rce s have ch o sen  not to en g ag e with the p re ss have 

resulted in som e of the m ost vo cifero u s com plaints about co verage. Had 

L e ice ste rsh ire  P o lice  ch o sen  to g ive off-the-record g u idan ce to the p re ss 

about the state of the M adeleine M cC ann investigation then co ve rag e m ay 

have been m arkedly different. Instead L e ice ste rsh ire  greeted eve ry query 

with, “It is  a P o rtu g u ese police investigation. Y ou need to contact the 

P o rtuguese p o lice”, in full know ledge -  a s  you have p revio u sly heard in the 

inquiry -  of the fact the P o rtuguese police refused to com m ent o fficially on 

any a sp e ct of the c a se  due to that country’s  official se c re c y  law s.

55. Though I w as on an nual leave w hen C h ris  Je ffe rie s w as arrested  I co vered 

the m urder of Jo  Y eate s from  the point at w hich h er killer V incent T ab ak w as 

detained until the co n clu sio n  of his trial. H ad A von and S o m erset P o lice 

ch o sen  to g ive d iscre e t off-the-record gu id an ce regarding Mr Je ffe rie s' 

background and the nature of his a rrest it is p o ssib le  he m ay h ave been 

sp ared  the o rd eal he d e scrib e d  to the Inquiry. In my e xp erie n ce jo u rn a lists, 

new s d e sk s and editors listen to, respect and react to police g u id an ce. T he 

R ao ul M oat c a se , outlined above, is a c la s s ic  exam ple.

56. My co ncern in the fall-out from  phone hacking and this se rie s  of in q u iries is 

that a  w edge will be driven betw een the police and p re ss that w ill restrict the 

level o f trust and g u idan ce therefore m aking accu rate reporting m ore difficult.

5 7 . T h e  H M IC  report states; "Concerns that inappropriate police relationships 
represent endemic failings in police integrity are not borne out by the

1095965

MODI 00060649



For Distribution to CPs

evidence.” M y co ncern is  that a knee-jerk reaction to try and w ipe out 

“infrequent” incid ents could lead to a w id esp read  breakdow n in p o lice -p re ss 

relations resulting g e n erally  in le s s  accu rate reporting. T h e m ajority of lead s -  

even on crim e sto ries - don't com e from  the police. It should be rem em bered 

that the p re ss often obtain o r are  given evid en ce of w rong-doing by m em bers 

of the public. T h e  p re ss have a duty to p a ss su ch  inform ation to the po lice or 

other relevant authorities and it d o e s so. In su ch  circu m stan ce s the jo urn alist 

h as a legitim ate expectation to be kept ab reast of developm ents to h is benefit 

and of the new spaper.

58. In o rder to m aintain a ccu ra cy  it is vital w e h ave a facility to ch e ck out the 

validity of this stead y influx o f inform ation prior to publication. It is a lso  

im portant to the police to h ave the facility to approach the p re ss fo r help if 

they fe a r inform ation is to be published w hich could ham per or prejudice their 

in q u iries. T h is re q u ire s a  healthy, abo ve board, tw o-w ay relationship b ased  

on m utual trust. A ny regulatio ns that threaten that risk  dam aging the very 

aim s of th is inquiry.

59. At a p e rso n al leve l “appropriate contact" betw een p o lice and p re ss in a 

dem ocratic so ciety should allow  fo r acts of gen uin e friendship. I w ould no 

m ore put a p o lice officer friend of m ine in a com prom ising position regarding 

h is jo b  a s I w ould a friend w ho w as a plum ber, so cia l w orker o r barrister.

STATEMENT OF TRUTH

believe that the facts stated in this W itn e ss Statem ent are  true.

Jeremy Lawton
Dated; [ ] February 2012
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