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| have been in the media for almost 50 years. Held senior editorial positions in the Daily Express, The
New York Post and The Sun before becoming Editor of the Sun between 1981 and 1994. | was briefly
managing director of BskyB and then MD of the cable TV station Live TV before becoming managing
director of Mirror Group newspapers. | then set out on my own buying the commercial speech
station Talk Radio before converting it into TalkSport. | sold the business for £100million. Today |
effectively own the TV Sports Channel Sports Tonight and am a columnist on the Daily Mail.

.
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In the editorial area of The Sun |, as the Editor, was responsible for the corporate governance. |
didn’t spend too much time pondering the ethics of how a story was gained nor over worry about
whether to publish or not. If we believed the story to be true and we felt Sun readers should know
the facts we published it and we left it to them to decide if we had done the right thing. They could
decide we were correct and carry on purchasing us —in my time in ever increasing numbers- or could
decide we were wrong in which they could decline to buy us again i.e. Hillsborough.
We had in-house lawyers raising legal issues surrounding potential publication of stories and |, as
the Editor, could decide to accept their views or not. Finally there was the senior management of the
company, the chief executive and the owner. They would either support me or chastise me
depending on whether they approved of that day’s papers. They could also decide to dismiss me.
Briefly Live TV was an entertainment channel and therefore had no similarity with the newspaper
business . Neither did Talk Radio or TalkSport. They were both licensed and therefore the news
reports had to have this ridiculous idea called balance. | adhered the to all the Ofcom rules; |
presume this inquiry is not thinking of licensing newspapers.
Journalism is not a profession. There aren’t professional bodies, exams or the like. Its a trade.

If the point of this question is were there any written corporate governance documents or policies in
my time then the answer is no.

They didn’t change in my time.
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The responsibility for the source of information lay with my senior journalists. They were bringing in
the stories, they had their name on the stories. The sources were theirs. By and large | did not get
involved. At one stage | was approached by a senior reporter to inform that the MoD had gone
beserk because we had led on a piece of information which they did not want to be published. They
had brought in a senior officer to investigate but the reporter said it wasn’t all bad news. | asked

why. He said the officer was the contact who had given him the story in the first place. !

e information
uworked

For theruno ould have no idea where they came from. However on the big ones- ‘

for instance the Elton John and the rent boy scandal | did get involved. Met the boy, cross-examined
the boy and agreed he was telling the truth. In fact he had duped me and The Sun and it cost us a
record libel payout of £1million.

and the rules and principles that ought to govern it. They were not issues | bothered with. | do hope
that this inquiry is not seeking to impose them on print journalism-that would be bloody funny to
watch. Perhaps Lord Leveson might try asking the Prime Minister to face such issues before taking us
to warin Iraq.

i

| was never put under any commercial pressure by my management or owner when running The
Sun. In fact the reverse. Rupert Murdoch often felt the paper had gone too far under my editorship.

el bl i

Newspapers like to disclose fresh information to their readers every day. It has nothing to do with
“financial incentives”. One of the attractions of your morning paper is that it contains stuff you
didn’t know when you went to bed. It’s not like television where they can roll out any old nonsense
as long as it has video to go with it.
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As far as | know we never used private investigators but | am certain that public officials would have
disclosed important information to us and that depending on what that information was we would
have paid them. | am wholly supportive of public officials whistle blowing to the Sun even if we have

to pay money. After all the police pay informants to disclose information.
i T

was two decades ago, an
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As | have said as far as | am aware we did not use private investigators although we would have

people to supply ex-directory numbers when we wanted to speak to somebody about whom we
were writing a story. Clearly it would only be correct to have the other side’s view published. How
dangerous and impossible would it have been to have gone ahead without checking the “victim’s”
view. Libel? A distinct possibility. Press Complaints Commission a racing certainty. We could leave it
another day and try and track down the person | suppose but just as easily on the phone they could
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deny the story and t‘hereore that would be the end of it or put down the phone. Where is the harm?

Not apply.

.
i

Not apply.

Unsure what this question means. If you mean did we investigate the source of stories supplied to us
by freelances then the answer was certainly not. Newspaper people guard their sources like Fort
Knox.

s | L
I didn’t take into account public interest (whatever that is) or private interest (don’t publish it will
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harm my commercial ambitions) when deciding to print a story
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