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Fam currently MP for Surrey Heath, having been sleciad iothe House ©

"‘m“?".}” i1 2008, gand Secrstary of Siate for Education, having been
npointed in 2010 1 joined the Shedow Cabinet as Shadow Ssorstary of Stat

?or Chiidren, Schools and Families i July 2007,

2. Priorio m%e*;:*:g Parliament | worked a3 g lournalisl. Soon after leaving
university in 1888, | joined the Thomson ??:ﬁ' onat Mew&gwer& curnalist
training scheme and was then hired by the Aberdeen Press and Journal |

subsaruently worked § or 3 a number of media organisalions, inchuding Scotiish

Telavision, Grampian TV, the BEBC and Channel 4,

(%)

S5 | joinad ?"‘e Tmms as a Leader Writer, { worked full time &t
vt Jany arY 2005, writing leaders, then editing the Comment

i iews Editor from 2000-2001, then w *::r%mg &% 8h
&s&s’mm Editor and ig%r v as Editor of the Smﬁur\iag edition. | alsc wrole an
ao-ed column for i ;s:mef from 1988 until 2008, After | was selecied as
Consenvative candidals for Surey Heath in zbe summaer of 2004 | arranged o
teave the staff of the T T8, | was miaihed on g contrant worth £60, PG{} avyear
to write a weekly column for the newspapsr and such other pieces {reviews
etc) 22 might be mmm%s&mm ad hoo.
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4. During my period at The Times | also bvoadeast mm,zi
mciuding: Any Questions, The Wesek In Wesiminster,
Moral Maze and ?\ewsn'”’ t Review {all on the BBC). After heing se! th as
an MP | stond down from The Moral Maze but continued {o agpear on
Newsnight Review,

by

arky, on ;ZL‘{{BQE' ammes
e Book Quiz, The

oF

During my tm2 a8 an MP, as well as my coiumn for The Times | also wrate
coitrrns for Buliding Magazine an(‘i tha mws;}am" Scotiand on Sunday, for
which | received payme rai. a§so wrote, on an eocoasional basis, for the
Specigtcor, Standpoint, ¥ ; The Guardian and the Dally and
Sunday Telsgraph, %i’ S i i%@e naty e of opinion journgiism that there will be
othar fitles for which [ will have writlsn oo cﬁam‘naé i2ces,

gw Frey '3 7“'__}5,‘*3_ I T E
8. igave up alpal f@*;c}‘,

¢ iournalsm and cutside eaming in Janua@: 20310, In
keaning with g po oy go

ring Shadow Cabinet sotivily laid down by David

Cameron &t that §ma,
Education reeponsibiities with 2 periicuiar besring on the media
{2} Pleass assist the Inguiry by setling out as fully 23 possible the extent &
wiich ¥ poliey and operational responsibiitios have ormay have g

MOD300001242



For Distribution to CPs

oW

»
i
%
i
i

1
&
8
tors

o
f
C

[}
-
£=l
wedia,
[ty
&
5
0

R

- fh (.
= B N @s

ok
i
ERtell
i
2
-
i3

o

£
o
&

&
4

A @ -
il &

T
G
clor, noi

chilanthropic
3, b
oL
¥

£
8
i
u
e

0

g

8, Cont

i and at
srasts of

s

gx&
%
now converter

2 e

o
::54'\;*

cnduct and business

- ESaiBson, ar &l

i)
s
i
Lgese
m,.mv

; i,
135
re)

i T
nd coumiert on
2}
a.
&

oo
]

-

h
;
]

e
i1

8

3
§
¥

%
O

ﬁ'e

P
3 Al

Henge fradd
io
e
den

is also a sscond route i

rsion prooess. Schog

i

L

-

{
i
@
e
2
i3
oF

H
oo
a
Tl

the o
- fat
re
bl
g o the public s
&
m
f

N
{
H

Wep

&
b
=
2
&
£, Wners s
£

H
v of 2HE policy

b @ : oo &I (3 £
2 g 2 w6 Do et & oo

e

=

asi

conirbut

QCUT

sach
e i

competit

§

i
iority of At

ol

8
glete
£
o

;
H
i
&
$
i

~
%
;

g 2
=

o
=
by
i
(%]
Y
3
¥
)
o
s

.e LY

s no longer have lo g

d sec
5

5

R

age from i
ihem

1
H =,
vany law. A
P A
i

¥ 8

2
S
0

ar b
; :
%
&
ety
FLTONG

£

Goveinn
f
8

&
chariy lgw a

GNs

3
through a oo

9
vy
&
>
il
SPONSo
£

pad
: 2 ® ;
b 59 =ty &% S8 28 e cd
i £ L o P G ows ,mm £ E 5 S @ % 5=
,m o) W F b [ e [ = @ Tl it P b Y = Yz
R VTN e [ 19 B i FE T vl Ry R o L rren o
&y 3 w9 TR R S — = B s W ey B
bagee e LLESR 92885825 fet Bmfifs
& 3 8w pmEa g8 P o B e BT g g
s & E s &P oW m whET LS pow E o @ 8w
LA 4 SRR AT Sgwaes H2es Rl E OF oW Ea
o Ly s CoB e R R @ & oo ol
) L es ] SO O e fo AL mm B [Hoal i v R R A
g £ 22 g g . @ b G B w o~ B T2 T I > 5 a
¥ - &S &2 i BT R og R 9 o2om L
R B bk s omew Qo B L EB O BEe 28 oeg
o AR e S N R - R A R W
P
£
wfs

§
7
fzion -

1R

k-4

LR
BYOY

el
;
@
&

>
i
i
N
3
¥
EH
;

MOD300001243



For Distribution to CPs

13. 1 teke i as a point of principle and # is cerlainly n g perceptic r; and

- bheliafthaithe in rw«emﬂ”: "ém,:z(c:* amployers, i a*‘*%s ropists and business
lmadars in Academ o0ls and other education programmas serves
' tha basgl interasis {)*’ e::hsf{}“eﬂ and the wider public good. This appliss io

..1

tia organizations in exactly the same way as any cther organisa

14 Knowing that Mr Murdoch was invoived in supporting educational reformers in

the US, {was keen {0 sae British childran benefit from his phitanthwony.
Therefore | was inleresied in encouraging him, as | have encouraged othars

o provide support for new school provision. | RSt NUMAToUS | people on &
variety of cccasions from soolal functions o formal meetings where | may
solit é‘,,;:'t”sﬁ' support for education raform. Thass i if:iums ongoing mestings
with those currently ;wmvefi y education refor such as OB and Lord Harrds
of Carpeti g%’z* as well as paople | hope 10 persy aég such as the Wasion
family and Mr Len Blavaink,

18, Under statuts, ﬁowwdmﬁr— ;ﬁwad mies At 2010, aa Bdu c i Sanrslary, |
have the right to enter info g funding agreemant with any parly 1o provide
siate edusation, ’“ﬂsgr‘a?{:fy ¢ that funding agresment will receive revenus
funding for that school designed to rephcate that provided 1o mainigined

schiocls in that ares. Recommendations for fundi ing are made o ms only after
thay have been z‘%@&*wsiy assassed by officials and ancther minigler, The
TESOUTCRS & ;Wa’i@é 10 the school can only be ussd for ??“e ourposes setout in
the funding sgreement — namely the education of the children sllending the
sehool,

18. There are a number of legal requirermanis that must be mel before enlenng

; i¥igtat ;-:nt iy establish a new Academy or Fre« Schooi. | am

8 impact on other loval educstion instilutions, and the

o consult focally on whether Academy armangemenis

%m:» -%d he ‘”ﬁi“ci’f"C n’(u Where a funding agresment is enierad into, this sels
out tha contractual requirements which the Academy or Fres S@hsa st

adhere too, Mode! Funding Agresments and spplication forms arg enclosed

fsee 3331 fo MIG4).
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i c:a** raising standards for all chidren and
Thare gre clear, and rebust, ndes to
it Favour any particular comme arcial infersat inthe

their responsibifities. | have made relevant declarations of
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publizhed in May and
education-ralzted conts

ncluding 3 chrdnsiogios! account

"“Qm ang sc*mﬁgwﬁma with mmm’% ’r;:?»,ﬁ rdoch and
Cingeth 2 raly tation,
g i the nent of Burdoch’s In ﬁ@«““‘; in maﬁ UK
“»’fﬁisﬁ{?’f”“‘g BRI “?‘

24, Alist of those mestings | have had with Mr Murdoch direct or at mestings
where fv‘ir Murdoch was prasent is 2t BGEE,

R
Rwee]

I enclose details of relevant corespondence the Deparfment of Education has
E’t&d with Xaws inter avsgﬂgg (B *3@1

$

2800 these mesdings, sducation reform was discussed in gensral tenms and
?@Mi‘ﬁf‘ proposals for the establishment of a new Asademy or Frae School
were discussed. Bul, g5 | have siressed, this was g philanthropic proposal,

nui a commercial one

27 1am not sware ?%t Mir Murdaoch has any commercial inferasis in the
education secior in the UK excapt for his ownership of HamperCollins which
nes an ea’mazwn givision.

i Please sxplain the history of your relationship with Br Burdoch in this
contexd, and pleass set out your current and futurs supeciations zhout his

L

sdusation sector,

a4
&
2,
B
0
3
3
@
s
oy
s o
4
&
=
i

28.1 got to xnow Rupert
him &t several editon

28 Mr Murdoch is already involvad i
US and saw a similar cpporhunity in England. As 2 ras-uits have had a
number of conversations with Rupert Murdoch and News Cormnoration
regrrding Acadernies and Free Schocls. We discusaed the pringiples |
terms ang | ex piained both the opportunitiss and constraints. In

v thess
discussions, & was my aim o persuads News Corporation o invest some of
thelr money end time in state gducgtion in England. I made aéie'”‘ that in his
case we would not provide capital, buildings or subsidy for any Academy and
that any p-@msa would have {0 go through the proper legal processas in the
normal way. § have had similar discussions with a range of other business
leaders and philanthropists.

{3} Pém&& mw confing zinnt to which, if any, vou have sngaged or may
angage with other modia-ralated organisations abou possible involvemantin
santog,

201 refer vou to the quarierly adjycation
N

reform program

furns gt MG | have discussed oy
wes of the managemsnt of
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[ I

moluding Mike Feinbarg, Co-founder and Superinisndent KIPP Houston,
Azron Brenner, Haad of Primary Scho {“Es HiPH Houston, Paul Castiro, Head of
High Schools KIPP Houstorn, Jo Baker, Execulive Director Wasm aton DO
Public Charter Schood Bf‘aﬁ‘i Monioue Miller, Perdormance Manager,
Washington DO Public Charter School Board, and Karinne %{ wnnedy, parent of
shildren stiending SEED Charter School, Washington DC.

£3

jo%

5,

34 The DIk coverad the travel and accommoedation cosis far each of the
international spe mm‘s wno agdr ssad t%a Free Schools conference. T%és
ncluded a relurn sconomy flight from the b . accommedation cosis at g
governmani approv ed ;”;a:.,,i and onge &‘genmg ‘meal. The iotal cost for Mt
Hinin's international fligh!s and accommaodatin

1 was L7000

[
o

SWhen Mr Kﬁ«mﬁ was iy London, he and | wers guasts at Rupert Murdoch's
house for dinner on 28 January, as well as a dinner of over 40 af Maltthew
Freud's h B ' ]

Freud's house on 25 January and we attended a ia
Exchanne on 28 January. On all these occasions, |
education ‘fe o ms=ed sudiences which inciy

ant 8a<:%"e s and represeniatives of 'eéegaﬂti nink tanks.

th stives of
s business *m&*z%iﬁg by the

a&?“’“”ih\ SR

37 My Klein was not of‘erm any hospitality as a reprezeriative of a media
£

company of of other busingss inieresis so the basis for any comparison is
iaci«:;'wg He was jnvited when he was Chancelior of the ?«:ew York {)é%y Board

ucation and he came here (o speak of his expenences in that rele as an
o reformer i’;’.‘ba& ?%3»?«?""‘3}

e

{hii ?" aase nxniain the his
oontaxd

sractons with Jost Kisin have been driven by my desire (o learm from
his work as tha Chancelior of New York's §T‘*rzf33”‘men> of Education. in the
sem= spirit | have also sought out advice from the former Chancselior of DO
schocis, Michelie Rhee, the former Chicago Chancelior and now US
Education ‘%ecs’etczw Arre Duncan, the head of the New Crieans recovery
school district, Patrick Dobard, the Louisiana supenntendent of education,
John While and the supsrinis W‘en'ﬁ of Miami Dade County schools Alberie
Carvatho. | recall recently attending the sema American Enterprise instifule
conference as Mr Klain during & tip to America in Mamh 2012
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For Distribution to CPs

A ohesithy demo a»::*-; neads a hesithy pregs. Citizens benefl ‘w*‘@ any

DO t=::mr‘$5 exg? 1 thelr policies and dedisions in g puliic fom:“ 3 &‘?c*e
58 ===m with the media - newspapers, leievision and
iner new meadia - he%:,es? donm public debate. ), through a eiaz nship with
agmeong in the media, a po i:t,u an can axpiain thelr views more thoroughly
before those views are 1 eporied, this can inprove the quality of infor mation
ransmitied o the public iéi‘(i‘;‘%“fsﬂ f‘fh*wgﬂami“* onzhip with a poiitician, a
journgiist can chalienge 3 poliician’s views more vsamub%v the guality of

i i enhanced. Dften, ;GM elisis will communicate 1o

?
@
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[o3
£
L O
ga}
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o
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ff)
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information 3 ag
poiticians the oninions of thelr readers, providing ancther means by which
pasétécians recaive e views of others.

oo

iy Wihat are the vdsks o the public inferest inhersnt in such 2 relgtionshin?

44, There are always potaniial risks In any relationship belwsen politicians and
those {1 note nol anly media persons or entiies) who might benefi
commercially, or othanwise, from Government decisions. In ths parlicular a
of concern 16 this Inguiry - itis night that politicians shou =d receive the views ::zf

wumalisis, Bwould be m ong — and against clear nules — o iake dirsction from
&:M: in the forrmuiation of government policy, orto do thern commercial

air suppuart

siow, : river by maximise
e B iy b s b 3 e P i 3o H
minkvised and managsd? ??:‘a@;m give examples.

Minste b%b z?’se ?'ﬁgﬂé:s’“:@"rﬂ of the RM S‘m? Q? fx'z GErs %n:e a‘t $ an
the %aw 6‘5 the land, including procurement law. The bene %‘; are T‘f‘::’:j)‘iimxbﬁ‘ﬁ
and the risks mnmised by he exercise of good u{*%ge nt i thatl overad!

i
ied af helping minisiers avoid any

..

contex]. And the ol service is skil
Erprapriety,

asition of 3 senior polilisian in
position for thess purpones?

g

u:w
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: ose of pubiic ?}".{}i";iﬁg’ and
grealer raspon 5@2!;?;9@ and zm
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you sntered REse ¢ ribe = g business and
%Ouma% vy activities and sxperisnces over this time, and the speoific insighis

43. As a2 lownalist { learned 1o respedct the hard work and dedication of those who
mit themselves for slection. | giso i‘s’:‘t%w'@ heir nerd work was mors
ﬁ“"‘ s when scrutinised and analysed by & strong, fres and diverse media. |
coverad politics as a reporier, including for the BBC, and fsmfm‘s“fim thar
wera men and woman of goodwill and idasls in every parly but that none had
a monopoly of wisdom. As 3 columnnist and opinion page sditor | enjoved
C3, oud

;30;5??’“"?”"‘ takos on miﬁ U argumenis made were 55‘}3{}5&1@ by respec
for the importance of politins. | s de the transition to eleciad politics because
i balisve in the impotiance :3?’ suilic service. My experience as a joumalist

i

has, | hope, made me raalise ?r; ‘mow sver difficult and britating some
reporting and comment may be, it ie betler (o sllow newspapers and other
madia o e on the side of resdom rather than be subiscied o exdemal

-

44 My view on the role of the media, and s influence on poliics, 8 — as one P
onoe said — that §30§ ticlans who complain about the pm&s 3 ik sallors who
compiain abm’{ tha sea. & vigorous, guestioning, engrgetic media hold

dicians to acoount, That is & good thing.

orial you have placsd in the public domain,

:§== ster of Mombers’ interests, about the exient

wr practics in joyrnaiizm since your slection
§ riher by %M‘“rmwg; by way of a

; 3’"*‘"" and othsr ngf*f”’“s wihich

wd any other interasts vou have in:

g

{a} any enterpries in wh

Bir Rupert Murdoch has an interest,

43 Since my elaction o Parliament, from January 2005 to danuary 2010 &
contract to writs g column for The Times, for which was paid £60.0

year but no othar monay from Mr Murdoch or his companies and § have {and

had) no othar iterests in b;wmmw‘z 25, This and ail other moniss from

media work are recorded in the Ragister of Membars Interasts. In Janusary

2070 | cessad madia work for payment.

)]

-

?\/‘3«; W

Tim

has besn an emploves of the Times for more than 10 years. She
as thres columns a wask and g rangs of other featurss

T YO eles ‘zﬁ%@n o
& of V&'}‘us

2 b

ok
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he Register for Members Inisrests, | was commissionsd
write a biography of Henry &t John, Viscount
The offer o sublish the book was made by he then
er : ael Fishwick, who now worss for Bloomshury
publishing. Mr Rugert Murdoch had no involvament in any aspaci of this
‘

""’u L e N, BT
book's commissioning.

o

3.1 signed a contract for a 240,000 advance. was paid one third of that amoun
on sning (ess my agent's commission) and will receive ancther third on
defivary and the final thi {5 on publication. Much of the advancs has |
o pay a post-graduzls historian who has collaborztad with me in res

““aa ?{)}8{‘1. Sine ﬁ in *'@g the Shadow Dabinel the time avaliabis forre

a3 been imited and the projected delivery date has boen delayed,

[

48 1 should add that | also racelvad 248,000 from Weidenis!
2005 to write 2 book on terrorism. The book was pubiished in 2008, Secauss
of s topical nature, s ook precedence over w”ks s the Bolingbroke

bogr why, which el was superseded by my subseguent appoinimeant o ths
Shadow Cabinet.

Troach you wmm'm%;g have iaken in the course of

Gy
o engaging with media f*mp?agt s, senior edilorial ang
¢ political e{ﬁga@m, wn vin the media, in relation o the period

fatiis a:mé"eﬁi;:s s8itio ﬁmm e yit, z‘mﬁ o *:im sgrf&iﬁ

3 2%
Howing - sgézz‘;t:?img op%}mv%s i il am&r the inform *«‘Smn
' capacities oy 2 srivale capsoiy:

: providgs ai avallable records
;mmm in g whars p@ggéhéa who initiated them

these oocasions. The imgu%s'y i3 awarg of §

your official mestings with propriefors, sdilors u*% w&mﬁ
ay 2898 ~ ~*"’« duly 2011; the Inquiry w YOU {:m.éa%
ampiify this information as @am Of Your resps ton &m %
segling 2 2 FEBPONE O this broader hasis wi he date of your
witness statoment
50, Dunng my time in politics | have ai &ys sought 1o deal Gﬁef" and frankly with
individuals in the media and used m =s"*:?s*ac?s ns to discuss current affais
and explain Conservative Party an a‘ Government policy.

51.1 have enjoved my Converse
GISCUSBING MUs eﬁucaﬂoﬁ and me

¥ RTRP tt ¥ 1,3 ’ ¥ -
Alan Rusuridger o 3%‘; ol ,; smon Hefler on xﬁ«?‘%‘{ c Caﬁ i€
from Victorien pod @i’*cx v # sle fo listento

houghtiyl individuals
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&2 Wedia proprietors, in my sxpenence, and from my reading of history, tend 1o
be rieziectaa iy curious and poiitically engaged figures whom itis aiway ¥
fascingling 1o meel. As & former journalist,  value the fres, open amj

gaging way in which bath proprietors and media executh
views and enjoy responding robustly,

e share thelr

kex!

53.As a former jpurnalist, with clear views on a range of » &
serving poli mafw who has never fought bh; of assef’*'m‘; i have
sfitted fromm having my positions challengad in conversations. Buti aitach
D& d*“*sa““: wmc%:':: i:‘s the v«ewb of anyoneg | L:Si causﬂ they are in the

3 i

84, Th ure and exterd of my formal mestings with propristors and 2diiors are

5
43

have vaﬁe:ﬁ from my heing one of 30-45 &t
rac on with any senior media figure 1o smailer

gathe ;rgs 0 ?i‘z ag unity for d;rﬁéf“,’: ww;sa“sor: with madia
figures

sint atirs least ane of hwo evenings a wesk are
give: , in i ais o, more usually, groups
i

3%
&
i

inter g had dinmer with groups of

acade IS heag ew‘ ot 'S, ;‘;ai oy mees sionals and others o explain and
de nent policy 25 wall as leaming from
the oicy matters, Most of my mestings

iy different packgrounds will msset, for

nosied hg, an Academy sponsor who also

invited a frisnd who was a senior media executive. The evening was | f?’f{‘}"”*a:
"y

in siyle but the discussions were a;caaéy Si m i to most work-related dinners |
sttend, All the relevant delaills are lsted (MGES).

¥ dotails of any relevant hospialily yvou have given, recelved or participaisd
3

58. Again, refer you to the quart rierly returns (MGS).
r*"’ﬁw the Guardian Hay on Wye Lilerary Festival
2010 who paid for my accommadation. A copy of my lefter to !

‘" i“ﬂdi"“-“’i Secretary and his relevant repig are snclosed {?s%fil%‘% '
i:?’ze naturs of my, and my wife’s, gocupation we have many friend

nad brosdoazt medis wmm wie will have met on socisl peessions amﬁ
arigined in our home.

T
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88,1 ‘.;.*.f’fz?ig;’"‘? e views of media commantalon of newspapers aslongside others
and give therm such weight as the guality of the grgumenis, and the evidence
SUp pz“'“’ ng them, dessrves

87.1 seek, inso far as i is consistent wth»-, ty of policy, 1o secure support
for Government antion. But I think itis deerd seli-defeating, fo
agbandon policiss which make sense in ’zhe .m*w iemm win, nacessarnly

sphemeral, good headlings.

{23 the naturs of this influsnee, in pai riicuiar whether exeried through sditorial
sontent, by direct contact with politiclans, or in other ways

ciang recelve the views of journalists both ‘i%mucﬁ editorial content and
dirent conlact. s ther up o the politivian {o decide the extent to which they
are persuaded by those views. But the views of jpumalists should be given no
gfeat«;r or less weigh! than the views of people in other professions or

e n

which this influsnce is represented a3, or is regarded as,

5% pubiic opinion more genarally or of the interests of the madis

ey

28 Because newspapers and brosdeast media reach millions and compete daily
for public attention, politi c;ms hope their actions will be viewed favoursbly by

fhose who write for, ana read each litle.

{c} the extant to which that influence has In your view advanced or inhibited

7OF w\,w»@'ﬁ campalgns by responsibis o ws;}amss on particular issuas can

Finantly advance the public interest. Pwould single out for re::c}gn o he
Diaily Mait's camm ign 10 secure 8 ww* icn for Stenhan Lawrence's kilers
which heiped senure justice and the investigation g ' b
""“ﬂ i #xam boards, which lsd to beneficial changes in public

o

ry the
a‘s s:éezveészsg:s M% and m;::;wm%%git‘

fonis the interssis and f:@ﬁﬁ&
snbled ﬁ%p%&“ﬂ ?'mw, toowhat purposs and w

caraat - for axampis by » wey of public :
Tsms%sam formal or informal with Cabinst

7% 45 g Cabinet Minister | am collectively res;ﬂcf‘*;;b ff‘ar
H #t,\m\j { Wb,;ﬂ“é’? {,énmg (\“niws {\ﬂmw

issues of all types are discussed. | also haxrs: hu o ﬁr‘iurné«f o discuss

ganeral Lcr‘m vative party positioning inm ar’;qs v i panty colleagues

f
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