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WITNESS STATEMENT FOR THE LEVESON INQUIRY 

By PETER STANLEY JAMES TAYLOR-WHIFFEN

1. As a national newspaper journalist for the past 10 years, I have a few 
comments on the ethics of the Press which I believe would be useful 
contributions to the Leveson Inquiry.

2. I am currently assistant chief sub-editor on the Daily Star and consider 
myself well versed in the practices of the national Press.

3. Certainly the Daily Star has crossed the line of decency in recent years 
and there have been occasions when I have been uncomfortable with 
the content and/or the presentation of some of our stories.

4. That said, I wanted to make a couple of points in defence of 
Journalists based on my experience of national newsrooms in general 
(I’ve also worked for The Daily Star Sunday, The Daily Express, The 
Sunday Express, The Sun and The Mail On Sunday) and The Daily Star 
in particular.

Celebrities and the Press is a two-way relationship

5. Throughout the Inquiry little seems to have been said about how 
much certain celebrities wantonly use the Press to keep them in the 
public eye and therefore maximise their earning potential.

6. These are not o f course people like, say, Steve Coogan or JK Rowling 
for whom fame is, as Mr Coogan said, a by-product of creating 
successful work. No, these are the (many) celebrities who appear 
almost to need to be pictured as often as possible and will go out of 
their way to ensure the press knows where they are - and then behave 
in a certain way in the full knowledge they are being photographed.

7. By and large these celebrities almost never object to negative coverage 
- not because they feel powerless to do so, but because it ’s a price 
they are happy to pay to remain in the public eye. One such celebrity 
who enjoys a very equal relationship with the Press is the model Katie 
Price, who lives her entire life through the media - even playing out 
two divorces (from Peter Andre and Alex Reid) in the full and 
apparently welcome glare of publicity. Ms Price and her publicity team 
regularly Tweet or issue Press statements reacting to an event 
concerning or a statement from one or other of her ex-husbands. In 
many cases we are often not aware of these incidents until Ms Price 
herself brings them to our attention.

8. The nature o f this relationship is cyclical - every now and again Ms 
Price objects to something we do, and then we won’t run anything on 
her for a few weeks - then we all make up again and she’s regularly 
back on our news pages. This is, as I say, an equal relationship 
because she and we both seem to know the rules and how it works for 
both of us.
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9. O the r ce leb rities  w ho  s im ila r ly  know  how  to  “ use” the  Press in th is  way 
inc lude  Kerry Katona, w ho  like  Katie Price is fea tu red  re g u la rly  in (and 
o b v io u s ly  is paid a fee fo r) p ho tosh o o ts  and as a c o lu m n is t fo r  
N o rthe rn  & S he ll’s m agazines, so seems to  to le ra te  negative  s to ries as 
a sm all p rice to  pay fo r  th is  exposu re . In a d d itio n , i f  we do run  a 
perceived negative  s to ry  abo u t Ms Katona, Ms Price o r o the rs  w ho 
have a s im ila r re la tio n sh ip  w ith  us, they  know  they  w ill ge t a r ig h t o f 
rep ly  the fo llo w in g  day -  w h ich  gives them  redress and enables us to  
run the  s to ry  fo r  a n o th e r day fro m  th e ir  p o in t o f  view.

10. N ot all h ig h -p ro f ile  ta b lo id  ce le b rities  live th e ir  en tire  lives th ro u g h  
the  press -  the  Beckham s, fo r  exam p le , w h ile  be ing  expe rts  us ing the 
m ed ia  to  th e ir  advantage, m anage to  m a in ta in  fa r m ore  p rivacy than 
Katie Price o r Kerry Katona because, as fa r as I can see, they  p re fe r it 
th a t way. The same is true  o f  S imon C ow ell, w ho  is fre q u e n tly  the 
sub jec t o f  goss ip  re g ir lfr ie n d s  etc b u t m anages to  m a in ta in  a very 
p riva te  persona l life . Th is suggests to  me th a t to  a large e x te n t m any 
ce leb rities  have as m uch o r as lit t le  p rivacy as they  desire  and o u r 
coverage o f  them  is co ns is te n t w ith  the  a m o u n t o f  p u b lic ity  they 
them se lves co u rt. O f course i f  the y  act o u tra g e o u s ly  ie e ith e r 
co ns is te n t w ith  a p ub lic  persona they  have e ith e r d e lib e ra te ly  o r 
u n w ittin g ly  created (Kate Moss fa llin g  o u t o f  a n ig h tc lu b  lo o k ing  
d ru n k ) o r c o m p le te ly  in co n s is te n t w ith  th a t persona (“ Fam ily m an”
Ryan G iggs having  an e ig h t-y e a r a ffa ir  w ith  his b ro th e r ’ s w ife ) th a t is 
seen as be ing in the  p ub lic  in te re s t and, I believe, fa ir  gam e fo r  the 
Press.

The Press is more restrained than people think

11. The Daily Star, like all publications, has an obligation to the laws of 
libel and contempt and we adhere to them. About 20 times a week we 
will get emails from our legal department detailing various court 
reporting restrictions or legal advice about individual people or 
situations and we obey them.

12. I think some members of the public have a misconception that we 
print whatever we like, but this is not the case. We are, as I’m sure you 
know, privy to mountains of sensitive information that it would be 
illegal or irresponsible to publish - for instance, we knew Ryan Giggs 
was the “mystery footballer” who had taken out a superinjunction 
against Imogen Thomas for months before it was revealed in 
Parliament, but we were never going to publish that information until 
given the green light to do so. I know the name of one actor, one TV 
presenter and one other footballer who have taken out 
superinjunctions but because we follow the law, these will never be 
published until and unless we have permission to do so.
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13. However, o u r re s tra in t is no t ju s t  based on fea r o f  f lo u tin g  the  law. We 
re g u la rly  w ith h o ld  o r tone  dow n sto ries  on pu re ly  m ora l g ro un d s  -  
th a t is, because it w o u ld  be im m ora l to  run them  in the fo rm  they  are 
presen ted  to  us. For exam ple , we tend  to  be sens itive  on s to ries 
a round  ch ild re n  o r on fam ilie s  w here  ex trem e  coverage w o u ld  cause 
d is tress . And m any, m any tim es  over the  course o f  a w eek we subs 
w ill rew ord  a phrase in a s to ry  (o ften  su b m itte d  by a news agency) 
because we th in k  it is too  harsh on the su b jec t o f  the s to ry , o r we 
th in k  it  has been spun to o  fa r to  be an accurate  rep re sen ta tio n  o f  w ha t 
ac tu a lly  happened. In coun tless  instances we so ften  the im p a c t o f  a 
phrase -  n o t because we have to , b u t because i t ’s m o ra lly  the r ig h t 
th in g  to  do. I suppose w h a t I’ m saying is o u r in te rna l s e lf- re g u la tio n  -  
n o t Just on legal b u t a lso on m ora l o r hum ane g ro un d s  -  makes the 
Press a fa r m ore  pa la tab le  and respons ib le  beast than  som e th in k  it  is.

14. I am concerned  th a t som e m em bers o f  the  p ub lic  see all jo u rn a lis ts  
(especia lly  since the  p h o n e -h a c k in g  scandal came to  lig h t) as 
im m ora l, o r am ora l, lo w - life s  w ith  no se n s itiv ity  o r em p a th y  fo r  those 
a bo u t w hom  they  w rite  and th a t th is  p e rcep tion  m ay be a fa c to r in any 
fu tu re  m easures to  regu la te  the press. However, th is  p e rcep tion  is 
s im p ly  no t true  -  indeed, in m y genera l expe rience , and ce rta in ly  on 
the  D a ily Star, the o pp o s ite  is true . If we hear o r see TV p ic tu res  o f  a 
devas ta ting  hum an tra ge d y  (w he the r a ffe c tin g  large num bers , such as 
the  2011  Japanese tsun a m i, o r a s ing le  fa m ily  o r c o m m u n ity , such as 
the  2007  m u rd e r o f  f iv e -y e a r-o ld  L iverpoo l boy Rhys Jones), the  sense 
o f  h o rro r in the  new sroom  is o fte n  pa lpab le  as people w atch  the 
deve lopm en ts  u n fo ld . Like m ost peop le , m ost Journa lis ts  are decent 
and sens itive  people -  a fac t th a t too  o ften  seems to  be overlooked .

15. It perhaps seems in co ng ru ou s  to  som e people to  ta lk  abo u t the 
decency and se n s itiv ity  o f  Journa lis ts  a longs ide  the case o f  M adele ine 
McCann b u t I th in k  it shou ld  be noted there  w ere s ta ff on the  D a ily 
Star w ho  were u n co m fo rta b le  w ith  the  s to ries  im p ly in g  M ade le ine ’ s 
parents were invo lved  in her d isappearance.

16. It is im p o rta n t to  add th a t such concerns w ere taken in to  accoun t by 
the  m ost se n io r e d ito r ia l s ta ff b u t the  fac t these s to ries cam e d ire c t 
fro m  the  P ortuguse po lice  c lea rly  sa tis fied  these s ta ff th a t the  stories 
w ere “ sa fe” to  run and head line  in the  w ay they  d id .

17. O f course, as I’m sure happened in m any w o rkp laces , pubs and s treets 
across the land, a t in y  m in o r ity  o f  people at the  D a ily Star (perhaps 
one, m aybe tw o) specu la ted  w ith  such en thus iasm  th a t the  McCanns 
m ig h t have been d ire c tly  respons ib le  fo r  M ade le ine ’ s d isappearance  
th a t it  a lm o s t seem ed as i f  they  w anted  th is  to  be the  case. However, 
th is  was a bso lu te ly  no t the p reva iling  view . Indeed, the  o ve rw he lm ing  
v iew  was th a t we hoped, and s till hope, M adele ine w ill be reun ited  safe 
and w e ll w ith  her parents.

18. T h a t said, I’m sure I was n o t a lone at the D a ily  Star in v iew ing  the 
£ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  dam ages paid by N o rthe rn  & Shell to  Kate and G erry 
McCann as a w e lcom e s ign  th a t we w o u ld  fin a lly  be fo rced  to  s top  the 
con jec tu re  sugges ting  they  were invo lved  in her d isappearance.
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Countering claims by former Daily Star reporter Richard Peppiatt

19. D u ring  m y tim e  on the D a ily  Star I have w o rke d  w ith  R ichard Peppiatt, 
w ho  gave evidence to  the  In q u iry  on 29 th  N ovem ber. He was 
p resum ab ly  in v ited  because o f  his open le tte r o f  re s ig na tio n  to  
R ichard D esm ond in M arch, w h ich  ga ined h im  a lit t le  b it o f  fam e in the 
m ed ia  v illage .

20. I have n o th in g  persona l aga ins t M r Peppiatt, n o r am I able to  defend  
som e o f  the recent p ractices o f  the  Press o r som e s to ries spec ific  to  
the  D a ily  Star. Some o f  w h a t he to ld  the In q u iry  was true . However, to  
ensure a fa ir  Leveson In q u iry  I do feel M r P epp ia tt’ s fo rm e r p os ition  
w ith in  the  Star needs to  be p u t in to  co n te x t. I am speaking  no t fo r  
D a ily  Star m anagem ent b u t pu re ly  fo r  m yse lf, as som eone w ho  knows 
how  the  news o pe ra tio n  w o rks  and based on m y obse rva tions  o f  Mr 
P epp ia tt’ s place w ith in  th a t ope ra tio n .

21. M r Pepp ia tt is -  o r  was -  one o f  the  m os t ju n io r  rep o rte rs  a t the  Star 
u n til his le tte r to  M r D esm ond w h ich  was rep roduced  in the  G uard ian 
in M arch 2011 . The le tte r su rp rised  me as he came across as som eone 
w ho  en joyed  the  idea o f  be ing  a “ ta b lo id  hack” -  so m uch so th a t a lo t 
o f  the  s tun ts  he c la im s he was m ade to  do  w ere his idea, o r at least 
con ta ined  his em b e llish m e n ts .

22. It is m y v iew  th a t he was never m ade to  do a ny th in g  he d id n 't  w a n t to  
do, and his c la im s o f  "b u lly in g " are s im p ly  the  s tu f f  o f  fan tasy. Mr 
D esm ond m ay som etim es g ive his e d ito rs  a hard tim e , b u t Dawn 
Neesom (D a ily  Star e d ito r), w h ile  som etim es fo r th r ig h t,  ce rta in ly  
d oe sn 't -  as I’ve seen e lsew here  -  re fle x ive ly  “ k ick  d o w nw a rd s ” so 
there  is a bso lu te ly  no a ll-p e rv a d in g  cu ltu re  o f  b u lly in g .

23. In fac t I'd say the  D a ily  Star is one o f  the  m ost re laxed places I've ever 
w o rke d , and th a t app lies r ig h t th ro u g h  the paper, fro m  the  new sdesk 
to  the a rt desk, the  back bench to  the p ic tu re  desk, the  m id d le  bench 
to  the re p o rte rs , the  fea tu res desk to  the sports  desk. Everybody 
w o rks  very  hard and know s w h a t is expected  o f  them  to  create the 
best poss ib le  p ro du c t, b u t it is a lso a very  conv iv ia l place w here  ideas 
and obse rva tions  are w e lcom ed and everyone is approachab le , 
in c lu d in g  Mrs Neesom . Th is  is ce rta in ly  n o t the case everyw here  I've 
w o rked  -  the  Mail on Sunday is e x tre m e ly  he ira rch ica l -  b u t a t the 
D a ily  Star i f  anyone is unhappy  a bo u t a s to ry  the re  is always an 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  say so (d ire c tly  to  the e d ito r  i f  one w ants  to , fo r  she is 
always on the e d ito r ia l f lo o r) and even i f  the re  is d isag reem en t, no 
g rudges  are held and n o -o n e  su ffe rs  because they  had the  te m e r ity  to  
have an o p in io n .

24. My o bse rva tion  is th a t M r Pepp ia tt is th o ro u g h ly  e n joy ing  his tim e  in 
the  s p o tlig h t and the  a tte n tio n  o f  be ing  ca lled to  give te s tim o n y  to  the 
Leveson Inqu iry . He even appeared to  suggest to  the  in q u iry  th a t a 
se n io r s ta ff m em be r at N o rthe rn  & Shell o rdered  som eone to  hack his 
phone, w h ich  appears to  me to  be p a te n tly  un true . Even if  the  D aily 
Star d id  hack phones (w h ich  I’m ce rta in  it d oe sn ’t), M r Pepp ia tt s im p ly  
w a sn ’ t, and is n ’t, im p o rta n t enough  to  be hacked o r th rea tened  -  b u t 
m y sense is th a t he w o u ld  like  to  be.
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4̂. He co m e s across to  m e as re llililn g  his se ff-p e rce ive d  fole as a
p rpfessiooa! m iscliie f“ m aker (for m a n y m o n th s his ow n  Tw stter profile 
described  h im  as sonieone w h o  e njoye d  ‘‘g e ttin g  o p  the nose of 
b illio na ire  m edia  m o g u ls ”) b u t the te n o r o f bis (In m y  o p m lo n  
ina ccurate) slant on Mrs H e e s o m ’s app ea ra nce  before  the In q u iry  
(b ttp : / / tvw w , Q u ard i an ,co  - u k / m ed la / 2 D 12 /ja n /12  / d a w n  ”  n eeso m  ~ 
le ve s o n "in q u iry "S ta r? n e ¥ rs fe e d -'trye ) sm acks o f one m o re  interested 
in g a in in g  a tte ntion  fo r his o p in io ns than the future  o f the Press<

: S , ) hope those leading this In q u iry  are able to  p u t his view s Into 
p erspective  as being fro m  so m e o n e  v4 io  believes he's co m in g  across 
as so m e  sort o f cru sa d e r {c u rre n t T w itte r  status: "F ig h tin g  the good

press re f o rn f ), b u t seem s to  m e to be p e d d lin g  an account of 
that Is p u re  fantasy.

i 6, ! hop e  m y  view s are helpful to  y o u , I am  p ro u d  o f the m a ny 
achieve m ents o f the natsorraf Press in this co u n try , w h ich  in m y 
e xp erie n ce  Is la rg e ly  represented by h a fd “W o rk in g , hone st a nd sirtcere 
In d ivid u a ls . I am  p ro u d  to  he in th e ir co m p a n y, W hatever th e  D ytco m e  
o f the in g y iry  a nd the subsequer^t Im plicatio ns o f th a t o u tco m e , I am 
gratefu l fo r the o p p o fty  nity to  m ake a c o n trlb u tio n .

f believe th e  facts stated In this w itness sta tem e nt are tru e .

PETER T A Y lO R -v y H IF F E N

D A T E D :...31 JA N U A R Y  2012
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