
For Distribution To CP's

W i t n e s s  S t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  L e v e s o n  I n q u i r y

h y T ro J ee s s o rs

I a n  H a r g r e a v e s

C h a i r  o f  D i g i t a l  E c o n o m y

J u s t i n  L e w i s

H e a d  o f  S c h o o l

a n d

R i c h a r d  T a i t

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C e n t r e  f o r  J o u r n a l i s m

o n  b e h a ^ o j

Cardiff University 
Schooi of Journaiism, Media and Cuiturai Studies

MODI 00048522



For Distribution To CP's

D e a r  L o r d  J u s t i c e  L e v e s o n ,

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  o f fe r in g  u s  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  c o n tr ib u te  t o  y o u r  in q u iry  in to  th e  c u ltu r e , p r a c t ic e s  an d  

e th ic s  o f  th e  p r e ss . T h e  m a te r ia l w h ic h  f o l lo w s  s e e k s  to  a d d re ss  th e  f iv e  areas m e n t io n e d  in  y o u r  le t t e r  

o f  3 N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 1 .

1 sh o u ld  b e g in  b y  sa y in g  th a t  a lth o u g h  y o u r  le t t e r  o f  in v ita t io n  w a s  a d d r e sse d  t o  m e ,  th is  r e s p o n s e  c o m e s  

fr o m  P r o fe s so r  J u s t in  L e w is , H e a d  o f  th e  S c h o o l o f  J o u r n a lism , M ed ia  a n d  C u ltu ra l S tu d ie s  an d  

P r o fe sso r  R ich a rd  T a it, D ir e c to r  o f  th e  C e n tr e  fo r  J o u r n a lism ; as w e l l  as m y s e lf .  1 w a s  P r o fe sso r  T a b ’s 

p r e d e c e s s o r  ( 1 9 9 9 - 2 0 0 3 )  a n d  h a v e  r e m a in e d  a c t iv e ly  a s s o c ia te d  w it h  th e  s c h o o l s in c e  th e n . In 2 0 0 3 ,  1 

b e c a m e  a fo im d in g  b o a r d  m e m b e r  o f  O fc o m  a n d  su b s e q u e n t ly  w o r k e d  as D ir e c to r  o f  C o r p o r a te  A ffa irs  

a t B A A  p ic  a n d  th e n  D b e c t o r  o f  S tr a teg ic  C o m m im ic a t io n s  a t th e  F o r e ig n  a n d  C o m m o n w e a lth  O ff ic e  

( 2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 0 ) .  In N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 0 ,  1 t o o k  u p  a n e w , p a r t - t im e  ch a ir  in  D ig ita l  E c o n o m y , b a se d  jo in t ly  in  

C a r d if f  s s c h o o ls  o f  J o u r n a lism  a n d  B u s in e ss .

An introductory' section setting out who you are, your current position and a b r ie f outline o f  
your career to date.

Y o u r  le t t e r  b e g in s  b y  a sk in g  fo r  m y  c a re er  o u t l in e .  P r io r  t o  jo in in g  C a r d iff  U n iv e r s ity  as D b e c t o r  o f  th e  

C e n tr e  fo r  J o u r n a lism  in  1 9 9 9 , 1 w a s  in  r e v e r s e  o rd er: E d ito r  o f  th e  N e w  S ta tesm a n ; E d ito r  o f  th e  

In d e p e n d e n t;  D e p u ty  E d ito r  o f  th e  F in a n c ia l T im e s ;  a n d  D b e c t o r  o f  B B C  N e w s  a n d  C u r r e n t  A ffa b s .  

P rio r  t o  th a t  1 s p e n t  e le v e n  y e a rs  as a r e p o r te r  a n d  e d ito r  o n  th e  F in a n c ia l T im e s , p r e c e d e d  b y  th r e e  

y e a rs  as a tr a in e e  jo u r n a lis t  w it h  W e s tm in s te r  P ress .

P r o fe sso r  L e w is , H e a d  o f  S c h o o l, is a d is t in g u ish e d  m e d ia  a c a d e m ic  w h o  has p u b lish e d  12 b o o k s  o n  

v a r io u s  a sp e c ts  o f  m e d ia  a n d  jo u r n a lism . H e  w a s  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  m e d ia  a n d  c o m m im ic a t io n s  p a n e l o f  

th e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s R e se a r c h  A s s e s s m e n t  E x e r c is e  a n d  is c u r r e n t ly  a m e m b e r  fo r  th e  u p c o m in g  R e se a r c h  

E x c e l le n c e  F r a m e w o r k . H e  has le d  a n u m b e r  o f  r e s e a r c h  p r o je c ts  fo r  th e  B B C , th e  B B C  T r u st, C h a n n e l  

4 ,  th e  E S R C , th e  O ff ic e  o f  S c ie n c e  a n d  In n o v a tio n  a n d  R o w n tr e e .

P r o fe sso r  T a it , l ik e  m e ,  is  a n e w s  m e d ia  p r a c t it io n e r . H e  w a s  su c c e s s iv e ly  E d ito r  o f  B B C  N e w s n ig h t ,  

E d ito r  o f  C h a n n e l 4  N e w s ,  E d ito r - in -C h ie f  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  T e le v is io n  N e w s  (IT N ), b e fo r e  jo in in g  th e  

B B C  B oard , f ir s t  as a G o v e r n o r  a n d  C h air  o f  th e  G o v e r n o r s ’ P r o g r a m m e  C o m p la in ts  C o m m it t e e  and  

su b s e q u e n t ly  as a T r u s te e  a n d  C h air  o f  th e  T r u s t ’s E d ito r ia l S tan d ard s C o m m it te e .

1 th in k  1 ca n  sp ea k  fo r  a ll w h o  w o r k  in  th is  d is t in g u ish e d  jo u r n a lism  s c h o o l in  sa y in g  th a t  w e  g r e a t ly  

w e lc o m e  y o u r  in q u iry . W e  h a v e  b e e n  g la d  t o  n o t e  y o u r  r e p e a te d  r e -a ss u r a n c e s  th a t  y o u  p la c e  th e  

h ig h e s t  p o s s ib le  v a lu e  o n  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s io n , w h ils t  d isp la y in g  e v id e n t  d e te r m in a t io n  t o  e x a m in e  

w h a t  has g o n e  w r o n g  in  a t  le a s t  s o m e  p a rts  o f  th e  B r itish  n e w s  in d u str y  a n d  t o  p r o p o s e  r e m e d ie s .

T h is  is n o t  th e  p la c e  fo r  m e  o r  a n y o n e  fr o m  th e  S c h o o l o f  J o u r n a lism , M ed ia  a n d  C u ltu ra l S tu d ie s  to  

o ffe r  o p in io n s  a b o u t  th e  b e s t  a p p ro a c h  t o  r e fo r m in g  th e  r e g u la to r y  a p p a ra tu s o f  th e  p r e ss . W e  h a v e  

m a d e  i t  c le a r  to  a ll o u r  c o lle a g u e s  th a t th e y  are  fr e e  to  e x p r e s s  th e m s e lv e s  o n  th e s e  m a tte r s  to  th e  

in q u b y .  1 in te n d  to  m a k e  a sh o r t  s u b m is s io n  m y se lf .

W h a t  f o l lo w s  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  s e c t io n s  b ) , c ) , d ) a n d  e )  in  y o u r  le t t e r ,  su p p o r te d  b y  th e  d o c u m e n ts  

r e fe r r e d  to  in  y o u r  paragrap h s a) t o  d ) .
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W e  n o t e  th e  te r m s  u p o n  w h ic h  y o u  h a v e  r e q u ir e d  u s  to  su b m it  th e  e v id e n c e  in c lu d e d  in  th is  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e . W e  a re  c o n t e n t  t o  r e g a r d  th is  su b m is s io n  as b e lo n g in g  in  th e  p u b lic  d o m a in , su b je c t  to  

a n y  d e c is io n s  m a d e  b y  L o rd  J u s t ic e  L e v e s o n  in  th a t  r eg a r d . W e  a re  c o n t e n t  t o  w a iv e  a n y  r ig h t  o f  

r e c o u r s e  t o  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  S e c t io n  21 o f  th e  In q u ir ies  A c t  2 0 0 5 ,  w o r k in g  as L o rd  J u s t ic e  L e v e s o n ’s 

le t t e r  su g g e s ts , “in  th e  sp ir it  o f  o p e n n e s s  a n d  w it h  th e  w is h  to  e n su r e  th a t  a ll p o s s ib le  a sp e c ts  o f  h is  

T e r m s  o f  R e fe r e n c e  a re  fu lly  c o n s id e r e d . ”
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foj A n  o v e r v i e w  oj^ t h e  c o u r s e s  r e l e v a n t  t o  j o u r n a l i s m  w h ic h  t h e  a c a d e m i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  a t  w h ic h  y o u  

w o r k  p r o v i d e

T h e  C a r d iff  S c h o o l o f  J o u r n a lism , M ed ia  an d  C u ltu ra l S tu d ie s  is o n e  th e  o ld e s t  e s ta b lish e d  jo u r n a lism  

sc h o o ls  in  th e  U K , fo im d e d  in  1 9 7 0  h y  Sir T o m  H o p k in so n , th e  fo r m e r  e d ito r  o f  P ic tu r e  P o s t . T h e  

s c h o o l m a k e s  a v e r y  c le a r  d is t in c t io n  b e t w e e n  a c a d e m ic  a n d  v o c a t io n a l c o u r se s .

A s a R u sse ll  G r o u p  U n iv e r s ity  w it h  a s ig n if ic a n t  r e se a r c h  r e p u ta t io n , i t  o ffe r s  a r a n g e  o f  a c a d e m ic  

im d e r g r a d u a te , p o s tg r a d u a te  a n d  r e s e a r c h  p a th w a y s  — th e  B A  in  J o u r n a lism , a p o r t fo l io  o f  a c a d e m ic  M A  

c o u r se s  a n d  a M P h il a n d  P h D  p r o g r a m m e s  as d e sc r ib e d  in  th e  s c h o o l  h a n d b o o k s  fo r  its  im d e r g r a d u a te  

d e g r e e  p r o g r a m m e s  ( D o c u m e n t  1) a n d  p o s tg r a d u a te  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m m e s  ( D o c u m e n t  2 ) .

T h e s e  c o u r se s  are  n o t  d e s ig n e d  to  p r e p a r e  s tu d e n ts  fo r  a c a re er  in  B r itish  jo u r n a lism ; th e y  are  n o t  

a c c r e d ite d  b y  th e  th r e e  U K  m e d ia  a c c r e d it in g  b o d ie s  (N a t io n a l C o u n c il  fo r  th e  T r a in in g  o f  J o u rn a lists , 

B r o a d c a st J o u r n a lism  T r a in in g  C o u n c il  a n d  P e r io d ic a ls  T r a in in g  C o u n c il ) .  W e  m a k e  c le a r  o n  o u r  

w e b s it e  a n d  in  o u r  a p p lic a tio n s  p r o c e d u r e  th a t  th e  c o u r se s  d o  n o t  e q u ip  s tu d e n ts  w it h  th e  n e c e s sa r y  

sk ills  a n d  k n o w le d g e  t o  b e  r e a lis t ic  c a n d id a te s  fo r  jo b s  in  B r itish  jo u r n a lism  a n d  th a t th e  p a th w a y  w e  

r e c o m m e n d  fo r  a sp ir in g  jo u r n a lis ts  is o u r  v o c a t io n a l c o u r se s .

T h e  S c h o o l h as a lw a y s  o f fe r e d  a v o c a t io n a l tr a in in g  c o u r se  — a p o s tg r a d u a te  d ip lo m a  in  jo u r n a lism . T h is  

y e a r  w e  w i l l  fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  b e  o f fe r in g  th e  s tu d e n ts  th e  o p t io n  o f  o b ta in in g  a n  M A  in  jo u r n a lism  b y  

a d d in g  a su b s ta n tia l p ie c e  o f  p r o je c t  w o r k  t o  th e  e x is t in g  d ip lo m a  p r o g r a m m e . T h e  s c h o o l h a n d b o o k  

a n d  w e b s it e  m a k e  c le a r  th a t  th e  M A  in  J o u r n a lism  a n d  th e  P o s tg r a d u a te  D ip lo m a  in  J o u r n a lism  a re  th e  

r e c o m m e n d e d  r o u te s  in to  th e  p r o fe s s io n  fo r  a sp ir in g  jo u r n a lis ts .

T h e  D ip lo m a /M A  in  J o u r n a lism  o ffe r s  th r e e  o p t io n s  fo r  s tu d e n ts ;  b r o a d c a st , m a g a z in e  a n d  n e w s p a p e r .  

A ll s tu d e n ts  a d d itio n a lly  w o r k  in  o n - l in e  m e d ia . E ach  y ea r  b e t w e e n  2 5  a n d  3 0  s tu d e n ts  a re  a d m it te d  to  

e a c h  o p t io n .  T h e  S c h o o l has a v e r y  g o o d  e m p lo y m e n t  r e c o r d  — w it h  v ir tu a lly  a ll th e  s tu d e n ts  f in d in g  

p a id  e m p lo y m e n t  in  th e  m e d ia  a fter  g r a d u a tio n . Its a lu m n i in c lu d e  th e  E d ito r  o f  T h e  S u n d a y  T im e s , th e  

C h ie f  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  o f  C h a n n e l 4  N e w s  a n d  th e  c u r r e n t  D ir e c to r  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  C o m m u n ic a t io n s .

T h e  D ip lo m a /M A  in  J o u r n a lism  is  a u n iv e r s ity  c o u r se  a sse s se d  b y  u n iv e r s ity  a ss ig n m e n ts  a n d  

e x a m in a t io n s . B u t i t  a lso  m e e t s  th e  d if fe r e n t  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  th e  th r e e  m e d ia  in d u str y  a c c r e d it in g  

b o d ie s .

T h e  N e w s p a p e r  o p t io n  is a c c r e d ite d  b y  th e  N a t io n a l C o u n c il  fo r  th e  T r a in in g  o f  J o u r n a lis ts  (N C T J )  

w h ic h  b o th  in sp e c ts  a n d  a sse s se s  th e  sy lla b u s a n d  te a c h in g  r e s o u r c e s  o n  a r e g u la r  b asis (e v e r y  t w o  y ea rs)  

a n d  r e q u ir e s  th e  s tu d e n ts  t o  ta k e  th e  N C T J ’s o w n  D ip lo m a  e x a m in a t io n s  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  c o u r se .

T h e  B r o a d c a st o p t io n  is a c c r e d ite d  b y  th e  B ro a d c a st J o u r n a lism  T r a in in g  C o u n c il  (B J T C ) w h ic h  in sp e c ts  

a n d  a sse sse s  th e  sy lla b u s a n d  te a c h in g  r e s o u r c e s  o n  a r eg u la r  b a sis  (e v e r y  th r e e  y e a rs ) a n d  a c c e p ts  su c c e ss  

in  th e  u n iv e r s ity  e x a m in a t io n s  as e v id e n c e  o f  a v o c a t io n a l q u a lif ica t io n .

T h e  M a g a z in e  o p t io n  is  s im ila r ly  a c c r e d ite d  b y  th e  P e r io d ic a ls  T r a in in g  C o u n c il  (P T C )  w h ic h  in sp e c ts  

a n d  a sse sse s  th e  sy lla b u s a n d  te a c h in g  r e s o u r c e s  o n  a r eg u la r  b a sis  (e v e r y  t w o  y e a rs ) a n d  a c c e p ts  su c c e ss  

in  th e  u n iv e r s ity  e x a m in a t io n s  as e v id e n c e  o f  a v o c a t io n a l q u a lif ica t io n .

T h e  S c h o o l is  in  a c o n t in u in g  d ia lo g u e  w it h  a ll th r e e  a c c r e d it in g  b o d ie s  o n  th e ir  r e q u ir e m e n ts  a n d  th e  

c o u r se  is a d ju ste d  to  m e e t  th e  c h a n g in g  n e e d s  a n d  d e m a n d s  o f  th e  m a in  m e d ia  e m p lo y e r s  — w h e th e r  i t  is 

g r e a te r  fo c u s  o n  m u lt i - s k i l l in g  a n d  m u lt i -m e d ia  w o r k , o r  sa fe ty  in  th e  f ie ld .
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T h e  s tu d e n t  h a n d b o o k s  fo r  th e  th r e e  o p t io n s  a re  a tta c h e d  ( D o c u m e n t s  3 , 4  a n d  5 ) .  T h e  th r e e  o p t io n s  

h a v e  a n u m b e r  o f  m o d u le s  in  c o m m o n  — O n lin e , M ed ia  L a w , P u b lic  A d m in is tr a t io n  a n d  R e p o r te r s  & 

T h e  R e p o r te d  — a n d  a n u m b e r  o f  m o d u le s  w h ic h  fo c u s  o n  th e  p a r ticu la r  sk ills  r e q u ir e d  fo r  th e  sp e c if ic  

o p t io n s .  T h e  d e ta il  o f  th e  sy lla b u s is  c o v e r e d  in  s e c t io n  c )  o f  th e  w itn e s s  s ta te m e n t  b e lo w .

In r e c e n t  y e a rs , th e  S c h o o l has b r o a d e n e d  its  te a c h in g  a m b it io n s  t o  a ttr a c t  s tu d e n ts  fr o m  a r o im d  th e  

w o r ld .  A lth o u g h  th e s e  c o u r se s  are  n o t  a im e d  a t p r e c is e  v o c a t io n a l o b je c t iv e s  in  th e  w a y  th a t is t r u e  o f  

th e  P G  D ip lo m a /M a s t e r s  fo r  U K  s tu d e n ts , w e  e n su r e  th a t  in te r n a t io n a l s tu d e n ts  c o n s id e r  in  d e p th  th e  

e th ic a l, r e g u la to r y  a n d  le g a l f r a m e w o r k s  th a t  a p p ly  t o  jo u r n a lis ts . W e  c u r r e n t ly  o ffe r  o n e  c o u r se  fo r  

in te r n a t io n a l s tu d e n ts  w it h  a s tr o n g  v o c a t io n a l e le m e n t .  T h e  M A  in  In te r n a tio n a l J o u r n a lism  a ttra c ts  

s o m e  8 0  s tu d e n ts  a y e a r  fr o m  a r o im d  th e  w o r ld .  T h e  s tu d e n t  h a n d b o o k  is  a tta c h e d  ( D o c u m e n t  6 ) .

A lth o u g h  i t  is n o t  a c c r e d ite d  b y  th e  U K  a c c r e d it in g  b o d ie s  a n d  n o t  d e s ig n e d  t o  p r e p a r e  s tu d e n ts  fo r  

c a re er s  in  th e  U K  m e d ia  w e  th o u g h t  i t  w o u ld  b e  h e lp fu l  to  in c lu d e  d e ta ils  as e v id e n c e  o f  o u r  o v e r a ll  

c o m m it m e n t  t o  te a c h in g  e th ic s  a n d  g o o d  p r o fe s s io n a l p r a c tic e .
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c j  D e t a i l s  o j  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o n  s t a n d a r d s  a n d / o r  e t h i c s  w h ic h  y o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n  p r o v i d e s  to  s t u d e n t s  

o n  c o u r s e s  J o r  j o u r n a l i s t s  o r  a s p i r i n g  j o u r n a l i s t s .

E th ics a n d  g o o d  p r o fe s s io n a l s ta n d a rd s h a v e  a lw a y s  h e e n  a t th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  C a r d iff  c o u r se .  Its fo u n d e r ,  

Sir T o m  H o p k in so n , c r e a te d  th e  f ir s t  e th ic s  m o d u le  in  B r itish  im iv e r s ity  jo u r n a lism  e d u c a t io n ,  

R e p o r te r s  & T h e  R e p o r te d , w h ic h  c o n t in u e s  t o  th is  day .

T h e  S c h o o l’s v i e w  is  th a t h ig h  p r o fe s s io n a l sta n d a rd s a re  m o r e  im p o r ta n t  th a n  e v e r  in  a n  e n v ir o n m e n t  

w h e r e  c it iz e n  jo u r n a lism  a n d  u s e r -g e n e r a te d  c o n t e n t  is b lu r r in g  th e  d is t in c t io n s  b e t w e e n  p r o fe ss io n a l  

jo u r n a lis ts  a n d  o th e r s  w h o  e n g a g e  in  jo u r n a lis t ic  a c t iv it ie s . T h e  p h o n e  h a c k in g  sca n d a l has d o n e  

s ig n if ic a n t  d a m a g e  to  th e  r e p u ta t io n  o f  p r o fe s s io n a l B r itish  jo u r n a lism  a n d  n e e d s  to  b e  m e t  b y  a r e n e w e d  

e m p h a s is  o n  h ig h  e th ic a l a n d  p r o fe s s io n a l sta n d a rd s as th e  o n ly  w a y  to  im p r o v e  jo u r n a lis m ’s sta n d in g , as 

w e l l  as its  c o m m e r c ia l  su sta in a b ility .

D ip lom a/M A  in Journalism

A s d e ta ile d  a b o v e , th is  is C a r d if f  s v o c a t io n a l c o u r se  fo r  s tu d e n ts  w is h in g  to  p u r su e  a c a re er  in  U K  

jo u r n a lism . E th ic s  a n d  p r o fe s s io n a l sta n d a rd s h a v e  a p r o m in e n t  a n d  fo r m a l p a r t in  th e  sy lla b u s a n d  in  

o u r  a p p ro a c h  t o  te a c h in g .

O u r  a p p ro a c h  t o  tr a in in g  in  e th ic s  a n d  sta n d a rd s has th r e e  m a in  e le m e n ts :  m e d ia  la w , e th ic s  a n d  g o o d  

p r o fe s s io n a l p r a c t ic e . A  b r ie f  a c c o im t  o f  th e  C a r d iff  a p p r o a c h  t o  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  n e w s p a p e r  jo u r n a lis ts  

has b e e n  p r o v id e d  t o  th e  N C T J  fo r  its  su b m is s io n  t o  th e  in q u iry , b u t  w e  h a v e  ta k e n  th is  o p p o r t im ity  to  

a d d  m o r e  d e ta il.

M edia Law

T h e  M ed ia  L a w  c o u r se  p r o v id e s  th e  im d e r p in n in g  le g a l k n o w le d g e  th a t  a sp ir in g  jo u r n a lis ts  w i l l  n e e d  

w h e n  th e y  e n te r  th e  in d u str y . T h e  sy lla b u s a d d r e sse s  th e  o b v io u s  areas o f  d e fa m a tio n , c o n t e m p t  o f  

c o u r t , r e p o r t in g  r e s tr ic t io n s ,  p r iv a cy  a n d  c o n f id e n t ia lity , data  p r o te c t io n , so u r c e  p r o te c t io n ,  c o p y r ig h t ,  

im a g e  r ig h ts  a n d  m e d ia  r e g u la t io n . It in c lu d e s  th e  r e le v a n t  r e g u la to r y  c o d e s  — P C C , O fc o m  a n d  B B C .

M ed ia  la w  is  c o v e r e d  in  a t w o  s e m e s te r  m o d u le  w h ic h  d e a ls  w it h  th e  m a jo r  le g a l  is su e s  fa c in g  jo u r n a lis ts  

in c lu d in g  th e  im p lic a t io n s  o f  o n l in e  d is s e m in a t io n  o f  m a te r ia l.  In d o in g  so  th e  s tu d e n ts  are  o c c a s io n a lly  

c o n fr o n te d  w it h  e th ic a l p r o b le m s  in  th e  s e n s e  th a t  in d u str y  p r a c t ic e  d o e s  n o t  a p p ea r  t o  a c c o r d  w it h  o r  

r e f le c t  th e  le g a l  p r in c ip le s  im d e r  d isc u s s io n . S tu d e n ts  a re  c o n s ta n t ly  r e fe r r e d  to  th e  r e g u la to r y  c o d e s  

w ith in  w h ic h  th e y  w o r k .

M r J u s t ic e  L ad y  a n d  G ill P h illip s , c u r r e n t ly  D ir e c t o r  o f  E d ito r ia l L eg a l S e r v ic e s  a t th e  G u a rd ia n , h a v e  

v is ite d  th e  S c h o o l t o  d e liv e r  le c tu r e s  to  th e  tr a in e e  jo u r n a lis ts . T h e  c o u r se  tu to r s . P r o fe s so r  D im  can  

B lo y  a n d  M s Sara H a d w in , are  th e  a u th o rs  o f  sta n d a rd  t e x t b o o k  L aw  a n d  th e M edia , th e  s e c o n d  e d i t io n  o f  

w h ic h  w a s  p u b lish e d  b y  S w e e t  a n d  M a x w e ll  in  A u g u s t  2 0 1 1 .

P r o fe sso r  B lo y  w a s  th e  H e a d  o f  th e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  G la m o r g a n  L a w  S c h o o l fr o m  1 9 8 9 - 1 9 9 7 .  In th is  

p e r io d  h e  a c te d  as a n  e x p e r t  c o m m e n ta to r  o n  le g a l m a tte r s  fo r  B B C  R a d io  W a le s .  H e  has d e l iv e r e d  th e  

M ed ia  L a w  p r o g r a m m e  a t C a r d iff  fr o m  2 0 0 3 .  H e  is th e  a u th o r  o f  1 4  t e x t  b o o k s  o n  le g a l m a tte r s  o f  

w h ic h  3 are  o n  M ed ia  L a w . H e  h e ld  th e  f ir s t  s p o n s o r e d  L a w  C h air  in  W a le s ,  h a s  b e e n  V ic e  P r in c ip a l o f  a 

la rg e  c o l le g e  in  th e  N o r t h  W e s t  a n d  a lso  w a s  C h ie f  E x e c u t iv e  O ff ic e r  a t  L o r te - lR l in  S in g a p o r e  fr o m  

2 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 3 .
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T h e  s tu d e n ts  h a v e  a 2 0 0 0  w o r d  p r o je c t  a n d  a u n iv e r s ity  la w  e x a m in a t io n  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e ir  c o u r se  and  

th o s e  s tu d e n ts  w h o  a re  o n  th e  n e w s p a p e r  o p t io n  are  a lso  p r e p a r e d  fo r  th e ir  se p a r a te  N C T J  la w  

e x a m in a t io n s  in  b a s ic  m e d ia  la w  a n d  c o u r t  r e p o r t in g . T h e  m o d u le  d e s c r ip t io n  ca n  h e  fo im d  in  th e  

s tu d e n t  h a n d b o o k s  b u t  fo r  c o n v e n ie n c e  is a tta c h e d  as a se p a r a te  d o c u m e n t  ( D o c u m e n t  7 ) .

T h e  f o l lo w in g  a re  e x a m p le s  o f  e th ic a l is su e s  th a t  h a v e  a r is e n  w h e n  d isc u s s in g  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  la w :

1) Defamation: T h e  u s e  o f  th e  O ffe r  o f  A m e n d s  p r o c e d u r e s :  S tu d e n ts  are  c o n s ta n t ly  r e fe r r e d  to  

th e  e x a m p le s  p r o v id e d  o n  M ed ia  L a w y e r  o f  w h e r e  o u t  o f  c o u r t  s e t t le m e n t s  a re  r a t if ie d  b y  th e  

c o u r ts . O f t e n  th e  la w y e r  r e p r e s e n t in g  a n e w s p a p e r  w i l l  a d m it  th a t  th e  s to r y  w a s  im tr u e  a n d  

‘s in c e r e  a p o lo g ie s ’ are  o f fe r e d  to  th e  c la im a n t.

S tu d e n ts  d isc u ss  w h y  n e w s p a p e r s  r im  fa lse  s to r ie s . A s L o rd  H o b h o u s e  sa id  in  th e  R e y n o ld s  ca se  

“T h e r e  is  n o  p u b lic  in t e r e s t  in  m is in f o r m a t io n ”. A  r e c e n t  ca se  s tu d y  is th e  s e t t l e m e n t  w it h  Sir 

R o g e r  M o o r e ’s w if e  a fter  ‘c o m p le t e ly  u n tr u e  a n d  d e fa m a to r y  c o m m e n t s ’ w e r e  p u b lish e d  b y  th e  

D a ily  M a il. It w a s  a d m it te d  b y  th e  M a il th a t  n o - o n e  h a d  c o n ta c te d  L ady M o o r e  in  an  a t te m p t  to  

v e r ify  th e  s to r y  o r  t o  c o n ta c t  th e  s o u r c e  o f  th e  in fo r m a t io n  t o  e s ta b lish  its  tr u th . T h e  M cC a n n  

d e fa m a tio n  s e t t le m e n t  is a n o th e r  ca se  s tu d y  w h ic h  e m b r a c e s  n o t  ju s t  th e  p r in t  m e d ia .

2) C ontem pt o f  Court: T h e  C a se  o f  C h ris  J e f fe r ie s  r a ises  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  w h e th e r  th e  m e d ia  has  

le a r n e d  a n y th in g  s in c e  th e  H u n t le y /C a r r  r e p o r t in g  sca n d a l in  2 0 0 3 .  T h e  s tu d e n ts  le a r n  th e  

p r in c ip le s  in  th e  C o n te m p t  o f  C o u r t  A c t  a n d  th e  d e fe n d a n t ’s r ig h t  to  th e  p r e s u m p t io n  o f  

in n o c e n c e .

3) Protection  o f  Sources: T h e  q u e s t io n  is: w h y  d o  jo u r n a lis ts  r e fu se  to  o b e y  c o u r t  o r d e r s  u n d e r  

s . lO  o f  th e  C o n te m p t  o f  C o u r t  A ct?  It is  p o in te d  o u t  th a t  th e  v a r io u s  p r o fe s s io n a l c o d e s  r e fe r  

o n ly  t o  a m o r a l o b lig a t io n  to  p r o t e c t  s o u r c e  c o n f id e n t ia lity . So  are  jo u r n a lis ts  a b o v e  th e  la w ?

4 )  Privacy and Confidentiality: A r t ic le  8 r e fe r s  t o  r e s p e c t  fo r  p r iv a te  life , fa m ily , h o m e  and  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e . T h e r e fo r e  w h y  d o  w e  h a v e  th e  p h o n e  h a c k in g  sca n d a l w h e n  th e r e  is  n o  p u b lic  

in t e r e s t  ju s t if ic a t io n  fo r  in v a d in g  p riv a cy ?  T h is  a lso  a r ises  w h e n  w e  d isc u ss  th e  M a x  

M o s l e y / N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld  p r iv a cy  ca se .

Ethics

E th ics is a lso  c o v e r e d  b y  a n o th e r  t w o  s e m e s te r  m o d u le .  R e p o r te r s  & T h e  R e p o r te d , w h ic h  d ea ls  w ith  

is su e s  o f  e th ic s  a n d  p r o fe s s io n a l stan d a rd s, to g e th e r  w it h  an  a n a ly sis  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  s ta te  o f  th e  U K  

m e d ia , th r o u g h  a s e r ie s  o f  le c tu r e s  w it h  C a r d iff  p r o fe s so r s  a n d  s e n io r  e d ito r s .  T h e  m o d u le  is  le d  b y  

P r o fe sso r  R ich a rd  T a it, fo r m e r  e d i t o r - in - c h ie f  o f  IT N  a n d  fo r m e r  ch a irm a n  o f  th e  B B C  T r u s t ’s e d ito r ia l  

sta n d a rd s c o m m it t e e .  T h e  se ss io n s  c o v e r  ca se  s tu d ie s  su ch  as th e  c u r r e n t  p h o n e  h a c k in g  sca n d a l, th e  

H u tto n  In q u iry , th e  P h illis  r e v ie w , p r iv a cy  a n d  F O l. T h e  s tu d e n ts  are  e x a m in e d  b y  a p ie c e  o f  p r o je c t  

w o r k . T h e  m o d u le  d e s c r ip t io n  is  in  th e  s tu d e n t  h a n d b o o k s , b u t  fo r  c o n v e n ie n c e  has b e e n  a tta c h e d  as a 

se p a r a te  d o c u m e n t  ( D o c u m e n t  8 ) .

T h e  le c tu r e r s  th is  y e a r  in c lu d e  P r o fe sso r  T ait; P r o fe s so r  Ian H a rg r ea v e s; P e te r  P r e s to n , c o lu m n is t  a n d  

fo r m e r  e d ito r  o f  T h e  G u ard ian ; N ic h o la s  B rett, G ro u p  E d ito r ia l D ir e c to r  o f  B B C  M a g a zin es; M ic h a e l  

J e r m e y , D ir e c to r  o f  N e w s ,  C u r r e n t  A ffa irs  a n d  S p o r t  fo r  ITV ; C h a r le s  R e iss , fo r m e r  p o lit ic a l  e d ito r  o f  

T h e  S tan d ard  a n d  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  P h illis  r e v ie w  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  c o m m u n ic a t io n s ;  a n d  M a u r ic e  F ra n k e l  

fr o m  th e  C a m p a ig n  fo r  F r e e d o m  o f  In fo r m a tio n . T h e r e  are  a lso  le c tu r e s  o n  p r o fe s s io n a l is su e s  su c h  as 

sa fe ty  a n d  s tr e ss . A  fu ll l is t  o f  th e  le c tu r e r s  a n d  th e ir  to p ic s  fo r  th is  s e m e s te r  is a tta c h e d  ( D o c u m e n t  9 ) .
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E ach  le c tu r e  s e s s io n  is a n  h o u r  a n d  a ha lf, d iv id e d  b e t w e e n  th e  le c tu r e  a n d  q u e s t io n  a n d  a n s w e r  se ss io n s .  

T h e  s tu d e n ts  a re  e n c o u r a g e d  to  r a ise  e th ic a l a n d  p r o fe s s io n a l c o n c e r n s  a n d  th e  a p p ro a c h  is to  u se  

c o n c r e te  e x a m p le s  as w e l l  as g e n e r a l  p r in c ip le s . In a d d itio n , th e y  are  s e t  a w id e  r a n g in g  r e a d in g  l is t  o f  

h o o k s  a n d  a r t ic le s  o n  jo u r n a lis t ic  e th ic s  a n d  p r a c t ic e . T h is  r e a d in g  l is t  a lso  in c lu d e s  th e  th r e e  r e g u la to r y  

c o d e s  (P C C , O fc o m  a n d  B B C ) a n d  t w o  e x a m p le s  o f  g o o d  e th ic a l a n d  p r o fe s s io n a l g u id e lin e s  — th e  

r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  o f  th e  N e i l  R e v ie w  o f  th e  B B C ’s J o u r n a lism  A fte r  H u t to n  and  th e  G u a r d ia n ’s r e v is e d  

p o s t - H u t t o n  g u id e lin e s .

T h e  s tu d e n ts  are  t e s t e d  a t th e  e n d  o f  th e  f ir s t  s e m e s te r  h y  a p ie c e  o f  p r o je c t  w o r k  — a 1 2 0 0  w o r d  a r t ic le  

w h ic h  te s t s  th e ir  im d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  is su es , k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  le c tu r e s  a n d  r e a d in g  o n  th e  su b je c t . T h is  

y e a r ’s a s s ig n m e n t  a r t ic le  c h a lle n g e s  th e  s tu d e n ts  to  a ssess  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  p h o n e -h a c k in g  sca n d a l  

in  th e  c o n t e x t  o f  th e  im p a c t  o f  th e  d ig ita l r e v o lu t io n  o n  jo u r n a lism  ( D o c u m e n t  1 0 ) .

T h e  s e c o n d  s e m e s te r  c o n t in u e s  th e  th e m e s  w it h  a sh o r te r  p r o g r a m m e  o f  le c tu r e s  a n d  m a ste r c la sse s ,  

o f t e n  o n  to p ic a l  is su e s  w h ic h  h a v e  a r isen  d u r in g  th e  c o u r se  o f  th e  f ir s t  s e m e s te r  — fo r  e x a m p le ,  la st  

y e a r ’s p r o g r a m m e  b e g a n  w it h  a le c tu r e  o n  th e  la te s t  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in  W ik ile a k s  an d  th e  p h o n e  h a c k in g  

sca n d a l.

G ood professional practice

G o o d  p r o fe s s io n a l p r a c tic e  is a lso  in s t i l le d  in  th e  s tu d e n ts  th r o u g h  in te n s iv e  p r o d u c t io n  w o r k  w h ic h  

b e g in s  in  th e  f ir s t  s e m e s te r  a n d  ta k e s  u p  m u c h  o f  th e  c o u r se  w o r k  in  th e  s e c o n d  s e m e s te r .  T h e  

n e w s p a p e r  o p t io n  r im s  b i - w e e k ly  P r o d u c t io n  D a y s  in  th e  s e c o n d  se m e s te r ,  p r o d u c in g  a n e w s p a p e r  a n d  

l if e s ty le  s u p p le m e n t  to  r iv a l th e  lo c a l  e v e n in g  p a p er . T h e  S o u th  W a le s  E c h o . E ach  p a p er  p r o d u c e d  

u n d e r g o e s  a r ig o r o u s  c r it iq u e  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  day  a n d  to p ic a l  e th ic a l is su e s  are  d isc u s se d  as th e y  a r ise . 

T h e  c o u r se  d ir e c to r , D a v id  E n g lish , is  a fo r m e r  e d ito r ia l tr a in in g  m a n a g e r  fo r  T h o m s o n  R e g io n a l  

N e w s p a p e r s .

T h e r e  is  a s im ila r  a p p ro a c h  o n  th e  b r o a d c a s t  a n d  m a g a z in e  o p t io n s .  T h e  b r o a d c a s te r s  p r o d u c e  t e le v is io n  

a n d  r a d io  b u lle t in s  a n d  p r o g r a m m e s  a n d  th e  m a g a z in e  s tu d e n ts  p r o d u c e  m a g a z in e s  t o  a p r o fe ss io n a l  

sta n d a rd  u n d e r  th e  su p e r v is io n  o f  th e ir  c o u r se  tu to r s  w h o  a re  th e m s e lv e s  e x p e r ie n c e d  jo u r n a lis ts  and  

p r o g r a m m e  m a k e r s .T h e  c o u r se  d ir e c to r  o f  th e  b r o a d c a s t  o p t io n , C o l in  L a r c o m b e , is a v e r y  e x p e r ie n c e d  

b r o a d c a s t  p r o d u c e r , a c o n su lta n t  t o  th e  T h o m s o n  fo u n d a t io n ,  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  B JT C  b o a r d  a n d  a 

m e m b e r  o f  th e  R o y a l T e le v is io n  S o c ie ty .  T h e  c o u r se  d ir e c to r  o f  th e  m a g a z in e  o p t io n , T im  H o lm e s ,  is a 

v e r y  e x p e r ie n c e d  m a g a z in e  jo u r n a lis t  w h o  is b o th  th e  c o -a u th o r  o f  a b o o k  o n  s u b -e d it in g  a n d  th e  

c o o r d in a to r  o f  an  a n n u a l c o n fe r e n c e  a t C a r d iff  o n  m a g a z in e  jo u r n a lism .

A ll w o r k  o n  p r o d u c t io n  days is  p r o d u c e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  th e  r e g u la to r y  c o d e s  a n d  w ith in  th e  la w  — 

as th e  p r o d u c t io n  days in v o lv e  r ea l s to r ie s  w it h  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  p u b lic  a n d  n e w s  so u r c e s  r a n g in g  fr o m  

th e  W e ls h  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  lo c a l  sp o r ts  c lu b s . T h e  s tu d e n ts  le a r n  t o  a p p ly  g o o d  p r o fe s s io n a l a n d  e th ica l  

sta n d a rd s in  th e  m o s t  r e a lis t ic  e n v ir o n m e n t  p o s s ib le  — n e w s  g a th e r in g  a n d  p r o d u c t io n .

T h is  a p p ro a c h  a llo w s  u s  t o  e m b e d  g o o d  p r a c tic e , h ig h  e th ic a l a n d  p r o fe s s io n a l sta n d a rd s a n d  r e s p e c t  fo r  

th e  la w  a n d  r e g u la t io n , b y  a p p ly in g  in  p r a c t ic e  th e  k n o w le d g e  a c q u ir e d  th r o u g h  th e  c o r e  m o d u le s  in  

M ed ia  T a w  a n d  R e p o r te r s  a n d  T h e  R e p o r te d . T h e r e  is a r ig o r o u s  p r o c e s s  o f  r e v ie w  a fter  e a ch  

p r o d u c t io n  day  w h e r e  a ll a sp e c ts  o f  th e  day  are  d isc u s se d  a n d  le s so n s  le a r n e d . T h e  S c h o o l in v ite s  

e x p e r ie n c e d  jo u r n a lis ts  t o  j o in  th e s e  p r o d u c t io n  days fr o m  t im e  to  t im e  t o  b r in g  th e ir  e x p e r t is e  and  

j u d g m e n t  in to  th e  e d u c a t io n a l p r o c e s s .
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T h e  b r o a d c a s t  g r o u p  h as a w e e k ly  C r itic a l V ie w in g  an d  L is te n in g  s e s s io n  w h e r e  s o m e  o f  th e  w e e k ’s 

im p o r ta n t  p r o fe s s io n a l o u tp u t  is a n a ly se d  a n d  d isc u s se d . T h is  o f t e n  le a d s  t o  th e  a n a ly sis  o f  e th ic a l and  

p r o fe s s io n a l is su e s  — fo r  e x a m p le  a r e c e n t  s e s s io n  fo c u s e d  o n  th e  e th ic s  o f  p o l i t ic a l  jo u r n a lism  a n d  h o w  

c lo s e  p o lit ic a l  r e p o r te r s  c o u ld  o r  sh o u ld  g e t  to  p o lit ic ia n s .

In a d d itio n , in  a ll th r e e  o p t io n s  e x p e r ie n c e d  jo u r n a lis ts  a re  a lso  in v ite d  t o  le c tu r e  th e  s tu d e n ts  as g u e s t  

sp ea k er s  o n  e th ic a l a n d  p r o fe s s io n a l sta n d a rd s. T h e s e  in c lu d e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  m a in  m e d ia  

r e g u la to r s  (P C C , O fc o m , B B C  T r u st)  as w e l l  as le a d in g  f ig u r e s  in  th e  U K  a n d  W e ls h  m e d ia .

MA in International Journalism

T h e  M A  in  In ter n a tio n a l J o u r n a lism  b r in g s  to g e th e r  a r o im d  8 0  s tu d e n ts  o f  u p  to  2 0  d if fe r e n t  

n a t io n a lit ie s  w o r k in g  a c ro ss  m e d ia  p la tfo r m s . A ll p r a c tis e  r ea l w o r ld  jo u r n a lism  w h ile  w it h  u s  so  are  

ta u g h t  t o  w o r k  w ith in  th e  e th ic a l fr a m e w o r k s  p r e v a le n t  in  th e  U K  — p r e d o m in a n t ly  th e  B B C  G u id e lin e s  

a n d  th e  P C C  C o d e  o f  P r a c tic e .

T h e s e  a re  in tr o d u c e d  in  o u t l in e  t o  a ll s tu d e n ts  fr o m  w e e k  o n e  a n d  a re  c o v e r e d  in  v a r io u s  w a y s  in  all 

th r e e  c o r e  m o d u le s .  So  in  F o r e ig n  N e w s  R e p o r t in g  ( D o c u m e n t  1 1 )  fo r  in s ta n c e , s tu d e n ts  are  le c tu r e d  

o n  a n d  d isc u ss  is su e s  su ch  as c o n v e n t io n s  o f  c o n f id e n t ia lity , th e  e m b e d d in g  o f  jo u r n a lis ts  w i t h in  m ilita r y  

im its  a n d  th e  r e p o r t in g  o f  m in o r it ie s .

In In fo r m a tio n  G a th e r in g  a n d  A n a ly s is  ( D o c u m e n t  1 2 )  th e ir  m a in  f ir s t  s e m e s te r  a s s ig n m e n t  is a 

M e d ia w a tc h  c o lu m n  w h ic h  fo c u s e s  o n  th e  e th ic s  o f  jo u r n a lis t ic  p r a c t ic e  a n d  a u d ie n c e  e x p e c ta t io n ,  

in c lu d in g  r e g u la t io n  a n d  th e  r o le  o f  r e a d e r s ’ e d ito r s .

In th e  p r a c tic a l In ter n a tio n a l N e w s  P r o d u c t io n  m o d u le s  ( D o c u m e n t  1 3 )  s tu d e n ts  le a r n  th e  r e le v a n t  

p la t fo r m -s p e c if ic  c o d e s  a n d  a p p ly  th e m  to  sc e n a r io s  a n d  r e a l w o r ld  in fo r m a t io n  g a th e r in g . So fo r  

in s ta n c e , th e  n e w s p a p e r  g r o u p  d isc u s se s  is su e s  o f  in tr u s io n  a n d  p r iv a cy  in  r e la t io n  to  l iv e  in c id e n ts  su ch  

as th e  M S cra sh  a n d  r e la te  th e m  to  th e  P C C  c o d e .

In th e  d is s e r ta t io n  p h a se  o f  o u r  M a sters  p r o g r a m m e , m o s t  s tu d e n ts  im d e r ta k e  r e se a r c h  in  th e  fo r m  o f  

jo u r n a lis t ic  in v e s t ig a t io n  a n d  p r e s e n t  th e ir  f in d in g s  in  jo u r n a lis t ic  fo r m a ts  — e ith e r  as w r i t t e n  a n a ly tica l  

fe a tu r e s , a ra d io  p r o g r a m m e  o r  v id e o .

E ach  s tu d e n t  m u s t  c o m p le t e  a n  e th ic a l a p p ro v a l p r o c e s s  w it h  th e ir  su p e r v iso r  w h ic h  is d o c u m e n te d  and  

b a se d  o n  th e  U K  in d u str y  e th ic a l c o d e s .  Issu es are  d is c u s se d  in  a d v a n c e  a n d  p la n n e d  r e s e a r c h /o u t p u t s  

a m e n d e d  t o  b e  c o m p lia n t  ( D o c u m e n t  1 4 ).

S tu d e n ts  a lso  a t te n d  a v a r ie ty  o f  g u e s t  le c tu r e s  a n d  w o r k s h o p s , n o ta b ly  th r o u g h  th e  D fI D -f in a n c e d  O n e  

W o r ld  M ed ia  o r g a n isa tio n  w h ic h  fa c ilita te s  tr a in in g  o n  th e  e th ic s  o f  r e p o r t in g  in  d e v e lo p in g  c o im tr ie s  

a n d  m o r e  g e n e r a lly  o n  c u ltu r e s  o th e r  th a n  o u r  o w n .

T h e  M A  in  In ter n a tio n a l J o u r n a lism  c o u r se  d ir e c to r , Sara H a d w in , has r e s e a r c h e d  a n d  p u b lish e d  in  th is  

area . S h e has c o -a u th o r e d  t w o  e d it io n s  o f  L aw  an d  th e M edia  ( S w e e t  a n d  M a x w e ll ,  2 0 0 7  a n d  2 0 1 0 )  w ith  

la w  p r o fe s so r  D im c a n  B lo y  e x a m in in g  th e  p r a c tic a l im p lic a t io n s  fo r  jo u r n a lis ts  o f  m e d ia  la w , r e g u la t io n  

a n d  e th ic a l c o d e s .  S h e a lso  p r o v id e d  a n  e x t e n s iv e  c h a p te r  o n  M ed ia  L a w , R e g u la t io n  a n d  E th ics  t o  th e  

P e a r so n  t e x t  The 2 V ‘ C en tury Journalism  H andbook, t o  b e  p u b lish e d  in  J an u ary  2 0 1 2 .
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( d )  A  s u m m a r y  o j a n y  p u b l i s h e d  r e s e a r c h  u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  w h ic h  i s  r e l e v a n t  to  

t h e  t e r m s  o j  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  P a r t  1 o f  t h e  I n q u i r y

T h e  S c h o o l has ca rr ie d  o u t  a r a n g e  o f  r e s e a r c h  p r o je c ts  in  r e c e n t  y ea rs g e r m a n e  t o  th e  su b je c t  o f  

jo u r n a lis t ic  p r a c t ic e s  a n d  m e d ia  e th ic s . W e  n o t e  th a t  w e  h a v e  h e e n  c o m m is s io n e d  o n  m a n y  o c c a s io n s  h y  

p u b lic  se r v ic e  b r o a d c a s te r s  ( th e  B B C , th e  B B C  T r u st  a n d  C h a n n e l 4 )  t o  d o  r e se a r c h  w it h  th e  b r o a d  

o b je c t iv e  o f  im p r o v in g  th e  q u a lity  o f  jo u r n a lism . T h e  B r itish  p r e ss  are  m u c h  le s s  l ik e ly  t o  c o m m is s io n  

su ch  r e se a r c h , th e  o n e  e x c e p t io n  b e in g  o u r  w o r k  o n  th e  q u a lity  a n d  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  B r itish  jo u r n a lism ,  

w h ic h  w a s  ca rr ie d  o u t  in  c o lla b o r a t io n  w it h  The G uardian.

1. M edia law  and eth ics

F o r m e r  e d ito r  Sara H a d w in  a n d  la w  p r o fe s so r  D im c a n  B lo y  h a v e  p u b lish e d  a k e y  t e x t  in  th is  area  - L aw  

a n d  th e M ed ia  - w h ic h  e x a m in e s  th e  p r a c tic a l im p lic a t io n s  fo r  jo u r n a lis ts  o f  m e d ia  la w , r e g u la t io n  and  

e th ic a l c o d e s .  H a d w in  has a lso  w r i t t e n  a c h a p te r  o n  M ed ia  L a w , R e g u la t io n  a n d  E th ics  t o  th e  P e a r so n  

t e x t .  The 2 V ‘ C entury Journalism  H andbook, t o  b e  p u b lish e d  in  Janu ary  2 0 1 2 .

References:

H a d w in , S. a n d  B lo y , D . ( 2 0 0 7 ,  2 0 1 0 )  L aw  an d  th e M edia , S w e e t  a n d  M a x w e ll  (IS B N  9 7 8 - 1 - 8 4 7 0 3 - 2 1 S -  

7 , a v a ila b le  in  h a rd  c o p y  o n  r e q u e s t ) .

2. The quality and in d ep en d en ce o f  British journalism

i. P r o fe sso r s  B o b  F ran k lin , J u s t in  L e w is  a n d  D r  A n d r e w  W ill ia m s  ( c o m m is s io n e d  b y  

R o w n t r e e  in  c o lla b o r a t io n  w it h  The G u ard ian ) c a rr ie d  o u t  th e  f ir s t  p ie c e  o f  r e s e a r c h  t o  lo o k  

sy s te m a tic a lly  a t  the role o f  PR in new s production  and the ability  o f  journalists 
to  m aintain journalistic independence. T h e  s tu d y  lo o k e d  a t  a sa m p le  d ra v m  fr o m  

th e  ‘to p  e n d ’ o f  B r itish  jo u r n a lism  ( th e  G uardian , Independent, M a il, Telegraph, Times, B B C  

a n d  IT V  n e w s ) .  In b r ie f , th e  s tu d y  fo im d  that:

O v e r  th e  p a s t  2 0  y e a rs  th e  n u m b e r  o f  jo u r n a lis ts  w o r k in g  fo r  th e  n a t io n a l p r e ss  has 

r e m a in e d  fa ir ly  sta tic , b u t  th e y  are , o n  a v e ra g e , p r o d u c in g  th r e e  t im e s  as m u c h  c o p y . T h is  

in v a r ia b ly  l im its  th e  t im e  a v a ila b le  fo r  fa c t c h e c k in g  a n d  in d e p e n d e n t  r e p o r t in g , a p o in t  

m a d e  b y  m a n y  o f  th e  jo u r n a lis ts  in t e r v ie w e d  fo r  th e  s tu d y .

J o u r n a lis ts  o f t e n  r e ly  h e a v ily  o n  p u b lic  r e la t io n s  a n d  p r e ss  a g e n c ie s  fo r  n e w s ,  w it h  o n e  in  

t e n  s to r ie s  in  th e  p r e ss  sa m p le  b e in g  l i t t le  m o r e  th a n  r e w r it t e n  P R  r e le a s e s ,  a n d  m a n y  m o r e  

r e ly in g  h e a v ily  o n  th o s e  r e le a s e s .

J o u r n a lis ts  r e ly  h e a v ily  o n  p r e ss  a g e n c ie s  fo r  c o p y , b u t  th e s e  so u r c e s  a re  r a r e ly  a ttr ib u te d .

References:

L e w is , J u stin , W ill ia m s , A n d y , F ran k lin , B o b , T h o m a s , J a m e s  a n d  M o sd e ll,  N ic k  ( 2 0 0 8 )  

‘T h e  Q u a lity  a n d  I n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  B r itish  J o u r n a lism ’ C a r d iff  U n iv e r s ity  S c h o o l o f  

J o u r n a lism , M ed ia  a n d  C u ltu ra l S tu d ie s  (R e fe r e n c e  1).

L e w is , J u stin , W ill ia m s , A n d y , a n d  F ran k lin , B o b  ( 2 0 0 8 )  ‘A  C o m p r o m is e d  F o u r th  E state?: 

U K  N e w s  J o u r n a lism , P u b lic  R e la t io n s  a n d  N e w s  S o u r c e s ’ , Journalism  Studies, 9  (1 ) ,  p p  l -  

2 0  (R e fe r e n c e  2 ) .
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L e w is , J u stin , W ill ia m s , A n d y , a n d  F ran k lin , B o b  ( 2 0 0 8 )  ‘F o u r  R u m o u r s  a n d  an  

E x p la n a tio n : A  P o lit ic a l  E c o n o m ic  A c c o im t  o f  J o u r n a lis ts ’ C h a n g in g  N e w s g a th e r in g  and  

R e p o r t in g  P r a c t ic e s ’ , Journalism  Practice, 2 (1 ) ,  p p . 2 7 - 4 5  (R e fe r e n c e  3 ) .

F ran k lin , B o b , W ill ia m s , A n d y , a n d  L e w is , J u s t in  ( 2 0 1 0 )  ‘J o u r n a lism  a n d  P u b lic  

R e la t io n s ’ , The R ou tledge Com panion to  N ews a n d  Journalism  S tudies. E d . S tu a rt A lle n , L o n d o n  

a n d  N e w  Y ork : R o u t le d g e  (IS B N  9 7 8 - 0 - 4 1 5 - 4 6 5 2 9 - 8 ,  h a rd  c o p y  a v a ila b le  o n  r e q u e s t ) .

ii. A n o th e r  p r o je c t , b a se d  o n  r e s e a r c h  c o m m is s io n e d  b y  th e  B B C , lo o k e d  a t th e  q u a lity  o f  2 4  

h o u r  n e w s  b r o a d c a s t in g  in  th e  U K . It fo im d  th a t B B C  N e w s  2 4  t e n d e d  t o  c o v e r  a w id e r  

r a n g e  o f  s to r ie s  a n d  a p p ly  m o r e  b a la n c e d  n e w s  v a lu e s  th a n  Sky, a lth o u g h  w e  d id  n o t  f in d  

th e  k in d  o f  b ia se d  r e p o r t in g  a s s o c ia te d  w it h  S k y ’s U S  e q u iv a le n t . F o x .

T h e  r e s e a r c h  a lso  fo im d  th a t th e  e m p h a s is  o n  im m e d ia c y  a n d  b r e a k in g  n e w s  w o r k e d  against 

jo u r n a lis t ic  stan d a rd s, a n d  th a t  b r e a k in g  n e w s  s to r ie s  w e r e  g e n e r a lly  le s s  w e l l  in fo r m e d  a n d  

le s s  in fo r m a tiv e  th a n  c o n v e n t io n a l n e w s  b u lle t in s

References:

L e w is , J u s t in  a n d  C u sh io n , S te p h e n  ( 2 0 0 9 )  ‘T h e  th ir s t  to  b e  first: a n  a n a ly sis  o f  b r e a k in g  

n e w s  s to r ie s  a n d  th e ir  im p a c t  o n  th e  q u a lity  o f  2 4  h o u r  n e w s  c o v e r a g e  in  th e  U K ’ in  

Journalism  Practice, 3 (3 ) ,  p p . 3 0 4 - 3 1 8  (R e fe r e n c e  4 ) .

C u sh io n , S te p h e n  a n d  L e w is , J u s tin  ( 2 0 0 9 )  ‘T o w a r d s  a ‘F o x if ic a t io n ’ o f  2 4  h o u r  n e w s  

c h a n n e ls  in  B rita in? A n  a n a ly sis  o f  m a r k e t  d r iv e n  a n d  p u b lic ly  fu n d e d  n e w s  c o v e r a g e ’ in  

Journalism : Theory, Practice an d  C riticism , 10  (2 ) ,  p p . 1 3 1 - 1 5 4  (R e fe r e n c e  5 ) .

3. Examples o f  positive and negative journalistic practices: science and r e l ig io n

i. W e  h a v e  ca rr ie d  o u t  v a r io u s  p r o je c ts  e x a m in in g  th e  sta te  o f  s c ie n c e  a n d  h e a lth  r e p o r t in g .  

O n  th e  p o s it iv e  s id e , A n d r e w  W ill ia m s  fo u n d  th a t  th e  n u m b e r  o f  sp e c ia lis t  s c ie n c e  a n d  

h e a lth  r e p o r te r s  has in c r e a se d  s ig n if ic a n tly  s in c e  1 9 8 9  (a lth o u g h  m u c h  o f  th is  in c r e a se  is  

a c c o u n te d  fo r  b y  th e  B B C ). O n  th e  m o r e  n e g a t iv e  s id e , th e  s tu d y  fo u n d  th a t  a n  in c r e a s in g  

w o r k lo a d  m a d e  i t  d if f ic u lt  fo r  jo u r n a lis ts  t o  in v e s t ig a te  th e ir  o w n  s to r ie s  a n d  to  r e ly  o n  

p r e ss  r e le a s e s  a n d  P R  m a te r ia l.  S c ie n c e  jo u r n a lis ts  a lso  c o m p la in  th a t  a l o t  o f  th e ir  t im e  is  

s p e n t  tr y in g  t o  c o n v in c e  n e w s  d e sk s  n o t  t o  r u n  p o o r -q u a lity  "bad sc ie n c e "  s to r ie s  th e y  h a v e  

s e e n  o n  th e  n e w s  w ir e s  a n d /o r  in  e y e -c a tc h in g  p r e ss  r e le a s e s .

References:

W illia m s , A . a n d  C liffo rd , S. ( 2 0 0 9 )  M a p p in g  th e  F ie ld : S p e c ia lis t  s c ie n c e  n e w s  jo u r n a lism  

in  th e  U K  n a t io n a l m e d ia  (R e fe r e n c e  6 )

ii. L e w is  a n d  S p eers  lo o k e d  a t  th e  m e d ia  c o v e r a g e  o f  M M R  c o n tr o v e r sy , a n d  fo u n d  th a t  

r e p o r t in g  o f t e n  e x a g g e r a te d  th e  r isk s o f  th e  M M R  v a c c in e , w h ic h  h a d  n e g a t iv e  p u b lic  

h e a lth  c o n s e q u e n c e s  as th e  u p ta k e  o f  M M R  fe ll .

References:

L e w is , J. a n d  S p eers , T . ( 2 0 0 3 )  ‘M is le a d in g  M ed ia  R e p o r tin g ?  T h e  M M R  s t o r y ’ . N atu re  

Reviews Im m unology, 3 (1 1 ) ,  p p . 9 1 3 - 9 1 8  (R e fe r e n c e  7 ) .
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S p ee r , T . a n d  L e w is , J. ( 2 0 0 4 ) ‘J o u r n a lis ts  a n d  jabs: M ed ia  c o v e r a g e  o f  th e  M M R  v a c c in e ’ 

C om m unication  a n d  M edicine  1 (2 ) ,  p p . 1 7 1 -1 8 1  (R e fe r e n c e  8 )

iii. B o y c e  a n d  L e w is  h a v e  p u b lish e d  a b o d y  o f  r e se a r c h  o n  th e  r e p o r t in g  o f  c lim a te  c h a n g e . T h is  

r e s e a r c h  su g g e s te d  th at, d e sp ite  th e  w e ig h t  o f  e v id e n c e  a n d  th e  s e r io u sn e s s  o f  th e  is su e ,  

c lim a te  c h a n g e  has g e n e r a lly  b e e n  u n d e r -r e p o r te d , e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  B r itish  p r e ss  

(b r o a d c a ste r s  b e g a n  t o  ta k e  th e  is su e  m o r e  se r io u s ly  fr o m  a r o u n d  2 0 0 5 ) ,  w i t h  th e  ‘s c e p t ic s ’ 

r e c e iv in g  m o r e  c o v e r a g e  th a t  th e  e v id e n c e  w a rra n ts .

References:

B o y c e , T . a n d  L e w is , J. ( 2 0 0 9 )  ( e d s . )  C lim ate  Change a n d  th e M edia , N e w  Y ork : P e te r  L ang  

(IS B N  9 7 8 - 1 - 4 3 3 1 - 0 4 6 0 - 2 ,  h a rd  c o p y  a v a ila b le  o n  r e q u e s t ) .

iv . T h e  S c h o o l’s r e s e a r c h  o n  th e  B r itish  p r e ss  c o v e r a g e  o f  Islam  a n d  M u s lim s  su g g e s te d  th a t th e  

q u a lity  o f  ta b lo id  n e w s  p r a c tic e s  in  th is  area  w a s  o f t e n  p o o r , w it h  a g r e a t  d e a l o f  m is le a d in g  

a n d  h ig h ly  p r e ju d ic ia l r e p o r t in g . T h e  r e se a r c h  w a s  fe a tu r e d  o n  a C h a n n e l F o u r  D ispatches  

p r o g r a m m e  (I t sh o u ld n ’t happen to  M uslim ) a n d  a m o r e  r e c e n t  Face th e Facts p r o g r a m m e  o n  

Islam ophobia  o n  R a d io  4 .

References:

L e w is , J. M a so n , P  a n d  M o o r e , K . ( 2 0 0 9 )  ‘Im a g es  o f  Is lam  in  th e  U K  - T h e  R e p r e s e n ta t io n  

o f  B r itish  M u s lim s  in  th e  N a t io n a l P r in t  N e w s  M ed ia  2 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 8 ’ in  M a rsd en , L. and  

Sa v ig n y , H  ( e d s . )  M edia , R elig ion  an d  CotTflict, A sh g a te  (R e fe r e n c e  9 ) .

4. H ow  research can inform  im proving standards in journalism

T h e  B B C  T r u s t  c o m m is s io n e d  th e  S c h o o l to  c o n d u c t  r e s e a r c h  in to  th e  r e p o r t in g  o f  U K  p o lit ic s  in  a n  era  

in  w h ic h  p o lit ic a l  r e s p o n s ib ility  fo r  m a jo r  areas (su c h  as h e a lth  a n d  e d u c a t io n )  is d e v o lv e d  to  th e  fo u r  

n a t io n s . O u r  r e se a r c h  fo u n d  s ig n if ic a n t  p r o b le m s  in  r e p o r t in g , w it h  n e w s  r e m a in in g  fo c u s e d  o n  E n g la n d  

in  w a y s  th a t w e r e  o f t e n  m is le a d in g . T h is  r e s e a r c h  in fo r m e d  th e  K in g  R e p o r t , a n d  th e  B B C  u s e d  o u r  

r e s e a r c h  t o  p r o d u c e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  fo r  im p r o v in g  n e w s  c o v e r a g e  a c ro ss  its  T V , ra d io  a n d  o n lin e  

o u t le t s .  O u r  su b s e q u e n t  r e se a r c h , a y e a r  a fter  th e s e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s ,  fo u n d  th a t  B B C  n e w s  c o v e r a g e  

w a s  le s s  E n g la n d -fo c u se d , m o r e  a c cu ra te , a n d  b e t te r  r e f le c te d  p o s t - d e v o lu t io n  p o lit ic s  in  th e  U K . O th e r  

b r o a d c a s te r s  h a d  n o t  im p r o v e d .

References:

C u sh io n , S te p h e n , L e w is , J u s tin  a n d  G r o v e s , C h ris , e t  a l ( 2 0 0 9 )  ‘F o u r  N a t io n s  Im p a rtia lity  R e v ie w :  A n  

a n a ly sis  o f  r e p o r t in g  d e v o lu t io n ’ in  J o u r n a lism  S tu d ie s , 10  (5 )  (R e fe r e n c e  1 0 ).
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e j  T h e  g i s t  oj^ a n y  f e e d b a c k  w h ic h  y o u  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  a l u m n i  w h o  h a v e  w o r k e d  a s  j o u r n a l i s t s  

in  r e l a t i o n  to  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  e th i c s  w i t h i n  t h e  m e d i a  in  p r a c t i c e .

T h e  S c h o o l k e e p s  in  to u c h  w it h  m a n y  o f  its  a lu m n i h u t  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a n y  s y s te m a t ic  su r v e y  o f  a lu m n i  

e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  fe e d b a c k . O v e r  th e  la s t  t e n  y e a rs  w e  c a n  o n ly  th in k  o f  o n e  ca se  w h e r e  o n e  o f  o u r  

g r a d u a te s  w a s  p la c e d  in  a n  im a c c e p ta h le  p o s it io n  — a jo u r n a lis t  w h o  w a s  w o r k in g  fo r  a ta b lo id  n a tio n a l  

n e w s p a p e r . S h e w a s  a sk ed  t o  ta k e  a n  a s s ig n m e n t  w h ic h  in v o lv e d  p r e te n d in g  t o  b e  a p r o s t i tu te  — sh e  

r e fu s e d  a n d  m o v e d  t o  a n o th e r  n e w s p a p e r .

T h e  r e a c t io n  o f  e x p e r ie n c e d  a lu m n i t o  th e  p h o n e  h a c k in g  sca n d a l has b e e n  im iv e r s a lly  o n e  o f  s h o c k  a t  

th e  sc a le  o f  i l le g a l  a c t iv it ie s  a n d  d isa p p r o v a l. M a n y  o f  o u r  a lu m n i a re  c u r r e n t ly  w o r k in g  o n  ta b lo id  

n e w s p a p e r s  su c h  as th e  D a ily  E x p r e ss , D a ily  M a il a n d  D a ily  M ir ro r  as w e l l  as b r o a d s h e e ts , b r o a d c a ste r s  

a n d  m a g a z in es .

O u r  a lu m n i h a v e  w o r k e d  in  e v e r y  p o s s ib le  s o r t  o f  s itu a tio n , fr o m  w a r  r e p o r t in g  to  c r im e  a n d  sp o r t , b u t  

w e  are  n o t  a w a r e  o f  a n y  w h o  h a v e  fa l le n  sh o r t  o f  th e  so r ts  o f  sta n d a rd s w h ic h  a re  in g r a in e d  in to  e v e r y  

a s p e c t  o f  o u r  te a c h in g

T h e  m a in  c o n c e r n s  w h ic h  e m e r g e  fr o m  o u r  r e c e n t  a lu m n i a re  m o r e  a b o u t  th e  p r e ssu r e s  im d e r  w h ic h  

y o im g  jo u r n a lis ts  n o w  w o r k  a n d  th e  s p e e d  w it h  w h ic h  th e y  a re  e x p e c t e d  t o  ta k e  s ig n if ic a n t  e d ito r ia l  

r e s p o n s ib ility ,  in c lu d in g  r e s p o n s ib ility  fo r  le g a l  a n d  r e g u la to r y  c o m p lia n c e .

Y o im g  jo u r n a lis ts  jo in in g  M ed ia  W a le s  fo r  e x a m p le ,  th e  le a d in g  n e w s p a p e r /o n l in e  e m p lo y e r  in  C ard iff, 

w o u ld  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  w r ite  S lea d s  a day , 2 0  n ib s  ( n e w s  in  b r ie f  s to r ie s )  a n d  o n e  fe a tu r e  as w e l l  as 

p r o v id in g  a p e r so n a l n e w s  l is t  e a c h  d a y  t o  th e  n e w s  d e sk . T h e  c o r e  w o r k lo a d  h as a lso  b e e n  in c r e a se d  b y  

th e  n e e d  t o  p r o v id e  m a te r ia l fo r  M ed ia  W a le s  o n lin e  o p e r a t io n . In t ig h t ly  r e s o u r c e d  n e w s r o o m s ,  

p r o m o t io n  to  p o s it io n s  o f  e d ito r ia l r e s p o n s ib ility  ca n  b e  ra p id . A  g o o d  y o u n g  jo u r n a lis t  c o u ld  b e  

w o r k in g  o n  th e  n e w s  d e sk  w ith in  th r e e  o r  fo u r  y ea rs .

In b r o a d c a st in g , i t  is  q u ite  c o m m o n  fo r  y o u n g  jo u r n a lis ts  q u ite  s o o n  a fter  g r a d u a tin g  to  f in d  th e m s e lv e s  

th e  o n ly  jo u r n a lis t  o n  d u ty  a t  n ig h t  in  a lo c a l  r a d io  s ta t io n  a n d / o r  c o n tr ib u t in g  t o  n e t w o r k  b r e a k fa st  

p r o g r a m m in g  in  ra d io  a n d  te le v is io n .

T h e  e x p a n s io n  o f  o n lin e  jo u r n a lism  — w it h  y o u n g  jo u r n a lis ts  w o r k in g  e ith e r  o n  th e  w e b s it e s  o f  

n e w s p a p e r s , m a g a z in e s  a n d  b r o a d c a sts  o r  o n  fr e e s ta n d in g  n e w  m e d ia  s ite s  — has a lso  c r e a te d  jo b s  w h e r e  

jo u r n a lis ts  are  g iv e n  a g r e a t  d e a l o f  r e s p o n s ib ility  v e r y  e a r ly , s o m e t im e s  w it h  le s s  e d ito r ia l  su p e r v is io n  

th a n  in  th e  p ast.

T h e  fe e d b a c k  fr o m  o u r  r e c e n t  a lu m n i is  th a t  th e y  a re  g la d  th e y  h a d  a g o o d  g r o u n d in g  in  m e d ia  la w  and  

r e g u la t io n  as th e y  f in d  th a t  k n o w le d g e  b e in g  p u t  to  th e  t e s t .  T h e  p r e ssu r e s  in  n e w s p a p e r  n e w s r o o m s ,  in  

p a r ticu la r , m e a n  th a t  jo u r n a lis ts  p r o b a b ly  d o  le s s  o r ig in a l n e w s g a th e r in g  th a n  in  th e  p a s t  a n d  s t il l  le s s  in ­

d e p th , in v e s t ig a t iv e  jo u r n a lism  w h ic h  ca n  p o s e  p a r ticu la r  e th ic a l c h a lle n g e s . A ll  o f  o u r  jo u r n a lis ts  are  

tr a in e d  in  th e  u s e  o f  le g it im a te  in v e s t ig a t iv e  te c h n iq u e s , n o ta b ly  th e  F r e e d o m  o f  In fo r m a tio n  A c t  w h ic h  

is p a r ticu la r ly  h e lp fu l  w h e n  in v e s t ig a t in g  lo c a l  a n d  c en tra l g o v e r n m e n t .

T h e  fe e d b a c k  fr o m  o u r  r e c e n t  a lu m n i w o u ld  s u g g e s t  s o m e th in g  o f  a c u ltu r a l d if fe r e n c e  b e t w e e n  

b r o a d c a s t  a n d  n e w s p a p e r  n e w s r o o m s .

In b r o a d c a s t  n e w s r o o m s ,  jo u r n a lis ts  o p e r a te  u n d e r  s ta tu to r y  r e g u la t io n . T h e  B B C  a n d  O fc o m  is su e  v e r y  

fu ll  e d ito r ia l  g u id e lin e s  w h ic h  g iv e  a d v ic e  o n  h o w  t o  c o v e r  a s to r y  as w e l l  as w h a t  th e  e th ic a l p r in c ip le s  

a re . T h e r e  is  a c u ltu r e  o f  u p w a r d  r e fe r r a l o f  d if f ic u lt  e th ic a l o r  c o v e r a g e  issu e s . A ll  th is  c r e a te s  a s e c u r e  

e th ic a l fr a m e w o r k  w ith in  w h ic h  th e  y o u n g  jo u r n a lis ts  c a n  c o n t in u e  t o  d e v e lo p  th e ir  sk ills  a n d
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e x p e r ie n c e .  It is a lso  h o w e v e r ,  a fr a m e w o r k  in  w h ic h  s o m e  jo u r n a lis ts  f e e l  th a t th e  to le r a te d  r isk  

th r e sh o ld  is t o o  lo w ,  r e s u lt in g  in  a jo u r n a lis t ic  c u ltu r e  w h ic h  is le s s  a m b it io u s  th a n  th a t  p r e v a ilin g  in  th e  

h e s t  n e w s p a p e r s .

In n e w s p a p e r s , th e  sh a red  r e g u la to r y  fr a m e w o r k  is le s s  e x p l ic i t  th a n  in  b r o a d c a s t in g . T h e  E d ito r s ’ C o d e  

is  q u ite  d e ta ile d , b u t  is  o f t e n  s u p p le m e n te d  b y  a n e w s p a p e r ’s o w n  e d ito r ia l g u id e l in e s .  T h e r e  is a lso  a 

c u ltu r e  o f  r e fe r r a l to  th e  n e w s  e d ito r  o r  o th e r  e d ito r ia l l in e  m a n a g e r  a n d  in  se r io u s  c a se s  th e  e d ito r , w h o  

is l ik e ly  t o  b e  a m o r e  a c c e s s ib le  in d iv id u a l th a n  th e  m o s t  se n io r  b r o a d c a s t  n e w s  e x e c u t iv e s .

O u r  s tu d e n ts  are  v e r y  a w a r e  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  c o n tr o v e r s ie s  o v e r  e th ic a l stan d ard s in  jo u r n a lism ,  

p a r ticu la r ly  in  th e  n e w s p a p e r  in d u str y . A  q u e s t io n  w h ic h  th e y  o f te n  p o s e  d u r in g  th e  c o u r se  is w h e th e r  

th e y  w i l l  b e  a sk ed  t o  a c t  im e th ic a lly  o n c e  th e y  sta r t w o r k  a n d  w h a t  th e y  ca n  o r  sh o u ld  d o  i f  th a t  

h a p p e n s . T u to r s  w o r k  th r o u g h  r e a l- l i f e  s itu a tio n s  a n d  o th e r  e x a m p le s  o f  th e s e  p r o b le m s  a t  r e p e a te d  

in te r v a ls  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  th e  c o u r se . T h e s e  a n x ie t ie s  are  im d e r s ta n d a b le  g iv e n  th e  c u r r e n t  sta te  o f  

th e  e m p lo y m e n t  m a r k e t  a n d  th e  c o m p e t i t iv e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  m e d ia  a n d  th e  jo u r n a lis t ic  p r o fe s s io n .  

H o w e v e r ,  w e  h a v e  n o  e v id e n c e  fr o m  th e  c o m m e n ts  o f  o u r  a lu m n i th a t  p r e ssu r e  to  b e h a v e  im e th ic a lly  is 

a r o u t in e  p a r t o f  th e ir  su b s e q u e n t  p r o fe s s io n a l e x p e r ie n c e .
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