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LEVESON INQUIRY INTO THE CULTURE, PRACTICES AND ETHICS OF THE PRESS

WITNESS STATEMENT OF TOM BRADBY

I. TOM BRADBY. o f IT V  N e w s . W e s tm in s te r  P re s s  G a lle ry . H o u s e  o f C o m m o n s . L on d on . S W 1 A  O AA

WILL SAY as  follows:

I h a v e  recen tly  re c e iv e d  a  le tte r fro m  K im  B ru d en e ll. th e  S o lic ito r to  th e  Inquiry, d a te d  5  A u g u s t 2 0 1 1 .

w hich  con ta ins  a  se ries  o f n u m b e red  question s . I h a v e  re sp o n d ed  to  e a c h  o f th o s e  q u e s tio n s  in th e

e q u iv a len tly  n u m b e red  p ara g rap h s  below .

1 I a m  th e  Political E d itor of IT V  N e w s  w h ich  is p ro du ced  b y  IT N . I h a v e  b e e n  in m y cu rren t post 

s in ce  2 0 0 5 . I jo in ed  ITN  a s  a n  Editorial T ra in e e  a fte r leav ing  E d inburgh  U n ivers ity  in 1 9 9 0  an d  

m o ved  to  IT V  N e w s  a s  so o n  a s  m y tra in ing  w a s  co m p le te . I w o rk e d  in itially on “N e w s  a t T e n ” 

but w a s  th en  m a d e  Political P ro d u c e r in 1 9 9 2 . S in c e  th en  I h a v e  b e e n  Ire la n d  C o rre s p o n d e n t  

(1 9 9 3 -1 9 9 6 ) .  Political C o rre s p o n d e n t (1 9 9 6 -1 9 9 8 ) .  A s ia  C o rre s p o n d e n t (1 9 9 8 -2 0 0 1 ) .  R o ya l 

C o rre s p o n d e n t (2 0 0 1 -2 0 0 3 )  an d  U K  E d ito r (2 0 0 3 -2 0 0 5 ) .  F o r all m y p ro fess ion a l life I h a v e  

b e e n  e m p lo y e d  by ITN .

2  I fo llow  th e  guide lines  s e t o u t in th e  IT N  C o m p lia n c e  M a n u a l an d  th e  O fco m  C o d e  w hich  

regu la tes  us. I h a v e  repo rted  to  D a v id  M a n n io n  an d  n o w  D e b o ra h  T u rn e s s . th e  E d ito r o f IT V  

N e w s . I h a v e  a c ce ss  to  IT N ’s law yers  if requ ired  an d  su p p o rt fro m  m y co lle ag u e s .

3  I a m  resp on s ib le  fo r m aking  su re  th a t w h a t I d o  co n fo rm s w ith  th e  IT N  C o m p lia n c e  M a n u a l. 

O fco m  C o d e  an d  th e  law  an d  is eth ica l.

4  T o  th e  best o f m y kn o w led g e  th ey  a re  an d  I com ply w ith  th e m . I s e e k  to  p ro d u ce  e th ica l 

jo u rn a lism  an d  if I h a v e  a n y  doubts a b o u t an y  issue I a m  a b le  to  consu lt to  all in tents an d  

p u rp o se s  im m e d ia te ly  w ith  o u r H e a d  o f C o m p lia n c e . Jo h n  B a ttle , o r an  e x p e rie n c e d  duty  

la w y e r an d  m y Editor.

5  IT V  N e w s ’ reputation  a s  an  in d e p e n d e n t n e w s  o rg an isa tion , b eh o ld en  to  n o -o n e  a n d  operatin g  

to  high eth ica l s tan d ard s  is th e  m o st v a lu a b le  a s s e t w e  h a v e . T h e  p rac tices  u sed  an d  e th ics  

o f th e  n ew s  room  h a v e  not c h an g ed  su b stan tia lly  in th e  21 y e a rs  I h a v e  b e e n  h e re  a t IT N . O u r  

cu lture o f eth ica l and  resp on s ib le  jo u rn a lism  is strong an d  h as  re m a in ed  so  in m y e x p e rie n c e .

6  A s  Political E d ito r I a m  only d irectly resp on s ib le  fo r w h a t I put on air. like o th e r repo rte rs . I 

ch eck  sou rces  o f in form ation . I e n s u re  th a t I a m  satis fied  th a t th e  story I a m  reporting  is 

a c c u ra te , fa ir  an d  b a lan ce d . I do h a v e  a  b ro a d e r in teres t in an d  in flu en ce  on how  IT V  N e w s
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c o ve rs  politics g e n e ra lly  but d irec t responsib ility  fo r o ur ed itoria l line g e n e ra lly  lies w ith  th e  

E ditor. I h a v e  w o rk e d  c lose ly  w ith  D av id  M an n io n  and  D e b o ra h  T u rn e s s  on political stories  

an d  how  th e y  a re  p resen ted  to o ur v iew ers .

If I a m  reporting  a  story I a m  th ere fo re  respons ib le  fo r w h a t so u rces  a re  u sed . If o n e  of m y  

c o lle a g u e s  h e re  a t  W e s tm in s te r  w a s  reporting  a  sens itive story th a t w a s  likely to  p ro ve  

con tro vers ia l I w ou ld  p robab ly  b e  involved  in d iscussing th e  so u rces  in con junction  w ith  th e  

E ditor. I a m  th e  T e a m  L e a d e r a s  th e  se n io r political jou rnalis t an d  h a v e  w h a t can  perh ap s  be  

describ ed  a s  a  co n su lta tive  ro le in IT V  N e w s ’ politically stories g en era lly  (i.e . th o s e  th a t a re  not 

m in e ).

E th ics should  p lay  a  part in jo u rn a lism . O u r jo u rn a lism  should b e  in th e  public in terest.

I h a v e  n e v e r  fe lt u n d e r a n y  p res su re  to  do  anyth ing  I did not co n s id er e th ica lly  right. 

E x e c u tiv e s  a t U N ’s IT V  N e w s  h a v e  a lw ay s  b een  supportive o f m e  in this regard .

I h a v e  no such financ ia l incen tive to  p rovide exc lu s ive  stories as  m y rem u nera tio n  p ack ag e  is 

d e te rm in e d  by m y g e n e ra l p e rfo rm an ce  o v e r th e  y e a r. A s  Political E d ito r I a m  frequ en tly  on a ir  

reporting  upon o r d iscussing political stories.

I do  not u se  p riva te  investigators and  I do  not pay  sou rces  an d  a m  u n a w a re  o f anyth ing  like 

this a t IT V  N e w s .

1 2 -1 5  N o t a p p lic a b le  to  m e.

1 6 -1 7  N o t a p p lic a b le  to  m e.

18 I h a v e  on ly  pub lished stories th a t h a v e  co m e from  leg itim ate  sou rces  (u su a lly  p rivate  

co n versa tio n s  w ith  ind iv iduals  w ork ing  in th e  public se c to r in o n e  ro le o r a n o th e r) ab o u t 

m a tte rs  o f public interest. A s  a  political jou rn a lis t m y reports do  not u n n ecessarily  intrude into 

th e  p riva te  life o f ind ividuals in th e  w a y  th a t, p e rh ap s , a  re p o rte r w h o  does  stories on  

ce leb rities  m ight.

19 N o .

I b e lie ve  th a t th e  fac ts  s ta ted  in this w itn ess  s ta te m e n t a re  true.

S igned ;
T o m  B r a d b y

D ated :
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