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I, JAMES WILLIAM SCOTT, of The People, MGN Limited, One Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 5AP WILL SAY as follows:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

I am the Editor of The People, which is published by MGN Limited ('MGN'). MGN 
is part of Trinity Mirror pic (’Trinity Mirror').

I am making this witness in response to a notice dated 3 July 2012 pursuant to section 
21(2) of the Inquiries Act 2005 (the 'Notice').

Where the contents of this statement are within my own knowledge they are true and 
where they are not within my own knowledge I indicate the source of my belief and 
believe them to be true.

I am not authorised to waive any privilege on behalf of Trinity Mirror (including 
MGN) and nothing in this witness statement is intended to constitute a waiver of 
privilege on behalf of Trinity Mirror.

I address below the questions in the Notice. I use the Inquiry's numbering and 
headings.

Question 1: Who you are and your current job title

6 . My name is James Scott and I am the editor of The People. I was appointed to this 
position on 13 June 2012.

7. I started my media career at South West News Service in Bristol in 1994. I then 
moved to The Sun in 1997. I joined the Daily Mirror in 1999, where I worked as a 
showbiz reporter until 2002 when I moved to The People as Deputy News Editor. I 
then moved to the Sunday Mirror as News Editor in 2004. I was appointed Deputy 
Editor of the Sunday Mirror in 2004 and held this position for the eight years before 
taking up my current post of editor of The People.

Lord Black has submitted to the Inquiry a proposal for "a New and Effective System of 
Self-Regulation"'. In his submission, Lord Black states:

"R e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  in d u s t r y  c o n s u l ta t io n  f r o m  w i t h in  a n  e x t r e m e ly  d iv e r s e  s e t  o f  

b u s in e s s e s  h a v e  in e v i t a b ly  b e e n  v a r ie d .  P a r t s  o f  t h e  in d u s t r y  -  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  

r e g io n a l  a n d  p e r io d ic a l  p r e s s  ~  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r s ta n d a b ly  a n x io u s  a b o u t  s u c h

‘ http://www.levesoninquiry.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Submission-by-Lord-Black-of- 
Brentwoodl .pdf
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s u b s t a n t ia l  c h a n g e ,  e s p e c ia l ly  w h e n  t h e  c u r r e n t  s y s te m  w o r k s  w e l l  f o r  t h e m  (a s  t h e  

I n q u i r y  h a s  h e a r d )  a n d  a b o v e  a l l f o r  t h e i r  re a d e rs .  T h e y  h a v e  r i g h t l y  b e e n  w o r r ie d  

a b o u t  t h e  p o t e n t ia l  in c r e a s e  i n  c o s ts  a n d  b u r e a u c r a c y  o f  a  n e w  s y s te m . B u t  a t  t h e  

o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e  s p e c t ru m ,  s o m e  n a t io n a l  p u b l is h e r s  h a v e  a r g u e d  f o r  e v e n  t o u g h e r  

c o n t r o ls .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d a y ,  th e r e fo r e ,  t h is  p r o p o s a l  s e e k s  s o  f a r  a s  is  p o s s ib le  t o  

b a la n c e  th e s e  v ie w s . B u t  th e r e  is  n o  d o u b t  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  v a s t  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  

in d u s t r y  s e e s  th e m  a s  c r e d ib le ,  l i k e l y  to  p r o v e  e f fe c t iv e  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  t a k e  p a r t .  

N o r t h e r n  a n d  S h e l l  h a s  in d ic a t e d  t h a t  i t  is  w i l l i n g  to  p a r t i c ip a t e ,  s u b je c t  t o  d e ta i le d  

c o n t r a c t  t e r m s . "

8. To prepare this witness statement, in the short time allocated by the Inquiry, I have 
familiarised myself with the proposal provided to the Inquiry by Lord Black, which I 
understand is in fact a proposal by the Press Standards Board of Finance (’PressBof).

Question 2: To what extent were you personally involved in drawing up this proposal for a 
new system of self-regulation based on contractual obligations, as now set out by Lord 
Black?

9. I was not personally involved in drawing up the proposal.

Question 3: How far would you personally, in your capacity as editor, expect to be 
involved in the final decision as to whether vonr publication signed up to the contractual 
obligations envisaged by this system? Please explain in full how that decision would be 
taken.

10. In my capacity as editor of The People, 1 would not expect to be involved in the "final" 
decision as this decision would be a corporate decision which I expect would be taken 
through Trinity Mirror.

11. lam not in a position to comment on how a "final" decision would be taken. I have 
been in my position as editor for a very short time and in any event I have not been 
involved in corporate decision-making.

12. Ido not know who at Trinity Mirror would take a "final" decision but I presume that the 
decision would be taken by the Board or whoever is designated on the Executive 
Committee. Although I do not know, because I am new to my role, I would antieipate 
that Trinity Mirror would talk to the editors in considering its decision, at least in 
relation to principle or practical implications.
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Question 4; In so far as you are able to do so, please indicate whether vour publication is 
at present fully ready and committed to enter into these contractual obligations. If it is not 
at present fully ready and committed, please explain why, and detail any changes that 
would need to be made to the proposal, any further development to proposal required, or 
any preparatory steps that would need to be taken at vour publication, in order to put it in 
the position of being fully ready and committed to enter into these obligations. If there are 
no circumstances in which it would be prepared to enter into obligations of this nature, 
please explain why not.

13. As editor of The People, I am expected to comply with and abide by anything that 
Trinity Mirror signs up to or anything that Trinity Mirror asks me to abide by. The 
People has a long and proud history and as editor of The People, I would seek to abide 
by anything that is agreed by Trinity Mirror and do my best to ensure that the new 
system is upheld.

Question 5: What specific differences would membership of a system of the kind set out by 
Lord Black, underpinned by contractual obligations, make to the culture, practices and 
ethics of vour publication?

14. In my view, such a new self-regulation framework would probably be a good thing for 
the industry. The benefits include that breaches of the system would be dealt with 
relatively efficiently and that a remedy for a person who has been wronged would be 
relatively quick and cheap.

15. As I have only been the editor of The People for a veiy short period, I am not sure if 
there would be practical differences in the newsroom, or in my interaction with 
journalists and the way that journalists report on matters.

Question 6 : Is there any other comment you wish to make on the proposal put forward by 
Lord Black, or on the proposals put forward by others, that are now published on the 
Inquiry website at http://www.levesoninquirv.org.uk/about/module-4-submissions

16. The proposals are being dealt with on a corporate level. As editor, I will be interested 
to follow the proposals.

Signed .............................

Janies William Scott

Dated: July 2012
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w ould tq b e  to the  proposal, anv fu rth e r  develo p m en t to  n rn p o sa l i-equii-ed. n r  
an y  pygpgrato rv  steps th a t •would need  to  b e  taken  a t v o u r  p ab lica tio n . in n rrle r to  p u f if. in 
flip position o f being  fu lly  rea d y  an d  com m uted  to eu ter in to  these obligations. Tf rtip.rp are 
nQ tirc u m sta n ce s  in w hich  i t  w ould  h e p re p a re d  to entei- in to  ob ligations n f  this natin-p. 
p lease  explain  w hv not.

13. As editor of The People, I am expected to comply with and abide by anything that 
Trinity Min-or signs up to or anything that Trinity Min-or asks me to abide by. The 
People has a long and proud histoiy and as editor of The People, I would seek to abide 
by anything that is agi'eed by Trinity Minor and do my best to ensiu’e tliat tlie new 
system is upheld.

O nestten  5: W h a t speeitle d ifl‘ercncc5_wotlld m em bersh ip  o f  a .system o f  the k ind  .set m it hv 
L o rd  B lack , u n d e rp in ned  by con trac tua l obligations, m ake tn th e  eiilhii-p. practice.s an d  
eth ics of Your pub lication  ?

14. In my view, such a new seif-regulation framework would probably be a good thing 
for the industry. The benefits include tliat breaches of the system would be dealt witli 
relatively efficiently and that a remedy for a person who has been wronged w'ould be 
relatively quick and cheap.

15. As I have only been the editor of The People for a very short period, I am not sure 
if there would be practical differences in the newsroom, or in my interaction with 
journalists and the way that journalists report on matters.

Q uestion  6: Is  th e re  a nv o ther com m ent vou -wish to  m ak e  on the p ro p o sa l n u t  fo rw ard  
b v  L o rd  B lack , o r  rni the p roposals o u t fo rw ard  by  o thers, th a t  a re  now  pHhIi.shed on the  
In q u iry  w ebsite a t  littp:yAYWiiV.levesnnin<]tiiry-nrg-iitf/alniiir/mnHiilp-a-siitTnifsslons

16, The proposals are being dealt with on a corporate level. As editor, T will be interested to
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