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IN  T H E  M A T T E R  O F  T H E  L E V E S O N  I N Q U i R Y

W I T N E S S  S T A T E M E N T  O F  

J O H N  H U M P H R Y S

L J O H N  H U M P H R Y S ,  c a r e  o f  B B C  T e l e v i s i o n  C e n t r e ,  W o o d  L a n e ,  L o n d o n ,  W 1 2  7 R J ,  W I L L

S A Y -

A . i n s o f a r  a s  t h e  m a t t e r s  s e t  o u t  in  t h is  s t a t e m e n t  d e r i v e  f r o m  m y  o w n  k n o w l e d g e ,  t h e y  

a r e  t r u e .  W h e r e  m a t t e r s  a r e  n o t  w i t h in  m y  p e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e ,  t h e y  a r e  t r u e  t o  t h e  

b e s t  o f  m y  in f o r m a t io n  a n d  b e l i e f  a n d  d e r i v e  f r o m  t h e  s o u r c e s  s t a t e d .

B . In  o r d e r  t o  a s s is t  t h e  L e v e s o n  In q u i r y  I h a v e  s e t  o u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d  o f  m e  in  t h e  

l e t t e r  d a t e d  6  A p r i l  2 0 1 2  a n d  p r o v id e d  m y  a n s w e r s  b e n e a t h  t h e m .

C .  T h e  q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d  o f  m e  b y  t h e  L e v e s o n  In q u i r y  r e q u i r e  m e  t o  g i v e  m y  p e r s o n a l  

o p in io n  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  m a t t e r s .  ! w is h  t o  m a k e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  v i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  in  t h is  

s t a t e m e n t  a r e  m y  o w n  a n d  n o t  t h o s e  o f  t h e  B B C ,

1 .  W h o  y o u  a r e  a n d  a  b r i e f  s u m m a r y  o f  y o u r  c a r e e r  h i s t o r y

1 s u m m a r i s e  m y  c a r e e r  h is t o r y  a s  f o l lo w s ;

•  N e w s p a p e r  jo u r n a f i s t  f r o m  1 9 5 8  to  1 9 6 4 .

.  R e p o r t e r  f o r  T W W / H T V  6 4 ~ 6 6 ,

•  B B C  1 9 6 6  t o  p r e s e n t :  r e p o r t e r ;  f o r e i g n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ;  p r e s e n t e r  N i n e  ‘C l o c k  

N e w s ;  p r e s e n t e r  T o d a y  p r o g r a m m e  s i n c e  1 9 8 7 .

•  C o l u m n i s t  f o r  S u n d a y  T i m e s  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l  c o n t r ib u t o r  t o  

n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  m a g a z i n e s .

•  A u t h o r  o f  s e v e n  b o o k s .
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P l e a s e  d e s c r i b e ,  f r o m  y o u r  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  h o w  t h e  d y n a m i c  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  t h e  m e d i a  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  o v e r  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  w h a t  

e f f e c t  y o u  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t o  h a v e  h a d  o n  p u b l i c  f i f e ,  a n d  h o w  f a r  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  

b e n e f i c i a l  o r  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  T h e  i n q u i r y  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e m e s  -  s o m e  o f  w h i c h  a r e  d e v e l o p e d  in  f u r t h e r  

q u e s t i o n s  b e l o w  -  b u t  y o u  m a y  i d e n t i f y  o t h e r s :

1 a m  n o t  q u a l i f i e d  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  d y n a m i c  o f  t h e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e t w e e n  p o l i t i c i a n s  

a n d  t h e  m e d i a  e x c e p t  a s  it r e l a t e s  to  m y  o w n  r o le .  1 h a v e  n o  e x e c u t i v e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .

I a m  a l s o  in h ib i t e d  b y  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  m y  jo b  o n  T o d a y  f r o m  c o m m e n t i n g  o n  A N Y  

m a t t e r s  o f  c u r r e n t  c o n t r o v e r s y .  I c o u ld  n o t  d o  m y  j o b  if  I w e r e  t o  b e  s e e n  a s  le s s  t h a n  

im p a r t i a l .  1 c o u ld  n o t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  o f f e r  m y  t h o u g h t s  o n  t h e  r e g u la t i o n  o f  n e w s p a p e r s  

a n d  t h e n  c o n d u c t  i n t e r v i e w s  o n  t h a t  s u b je c t .

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  o c c a s i o n s  w h e n  i h a v e  s t a t e d  m y  v i e w s  p u b l ic ly  b u t  1 h a v e  to ld  t h e  

B B C  b e f o r e h a n d  a n d  a g r e e d  t h a t  i w o u ld  t a k e  n o  p a r t  in  i n t e r v i e w s  o n  t h a t  s u b j e c t .  

T h e  b e s t  e x a m p l e  is  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  a s s is t e d  s u ic id e ,  i w r o t e  a  b o o k  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  

in  2 0 0 8  a n d  s i n c e  t h e n  h a v e  c o n d u c t e d  n o  i n t e r v i e w s  o n  it. B B C  g u i d e l i n e s  a r e  

( r ig h t ly  in  m y  v i e w )  c l e a r  o n  th is .

2 a  T h e  c o n d i t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  f r e e  p r e s s  in  a  d e m o c r a c y  t o  f u l f i l  i t s  r o l e  in  

h o l d i n g  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  t h e  p o w e r f u l  t o  a c c o u n t  ~  a n d  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e g a l  

a n d  e t h i c a l  d u t i e s  a n d  p u b l i c  s c r u t i n y  o f  t h e  p r e s s  i t s e l f  w h e n  d o i n g  s o .  

T h e  I n q u i r y  w o u l d  l i k e  t h e  b e s t  e x a m p l e s  -  l a r g e  o r  s m a l l  -  o f  t h e  p r e s s  

f u l f i l l i n g  t h i s  r o l e  in  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t

In  m o r e  g e n e r a l  t e r m s ,  m y  r e s p o n s e  t o  2 a  is  t h a t  t h e  c o n d i t io r is  a l r e a d y  e x is t  f o r  t h e  

p r e s s  t o  o p e r a t e  f r e e l y  In  t h i s  c o u n t r y  a n d  h a v e  d o n e  f o r  a  v e r y  lo n g  t im e .  B r o a d l y  

s p e a k i n g ,  if  a  n e w s p a p e r  o r  b r o a d c a s t e r  b e h a v e s  in  a n  i l le g a l  o r  u n e t h ic a l  m a n n e r  

m e c h a n i s m s  e x i s t  f o r  t h e m  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  in to  l in e  a n d ,  in  e x c e p t i o n a l  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  p u n is h e d .  It  m a y  w e l l  b e  t h a t  s e l f  r e g u l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  b e  

i n a d e q u a t e  in  s o m e  c a s e s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  b u t  I ’m  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  e x p r e s s  a n  o p in io n .

Y o u  r a i s e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e  p r e s s  is  fu l f i l l in g  its  r o le  in  t h e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t .  

W e  n e e d  f i r s t  to  d e f i n e  t h a t  r o le .  It  is ;
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1 . T o  in f o r m

2 .  T o  in t e r p r e t

3 .  T o  c o m m e n t

O f  t h o s e  t h r e e ,  i t ’s  o b v io u s  t h a t  d e l i v e r in g  a c c u r a t e ,  u n b i a s e d  i n f o r m a t io n  is  

o v e r w h e i m i n g l y  t h e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t .  I f  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  is  n o t  in f o r m e d  it c a n n o t  e x e r c i s e  

i ts  d e m o c r a t i c  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .

Y o u  a s k  f o r  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  p r e s s  f u f f i l l in g  its  r o le  in  t h e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t .  A t  t h e  r is k  o f  

a p p e a r i n g  f l i p p a n t ! w o u ld  d i r e c t  y o u  t o  a lm o s t  a n y  e d i t io n  o f  a l m o s t  e v e r y  n e w s p a p e r  

o r  n e w s  b r o a d c a s t  e v e r y  d a y  o f  t h e  w e e k .  Q u i t e  s im p iy ,  t h e y  c o n t a in  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

w e  n e e d  t o  m a k e  in f o r m e d  c h o ic e s .  I t  c a n  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  T h e  G u a r d i a n ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  w i l l  p r e s e n t  t h e  “f a c t s "  in  a  d i f f e r e n t  l ig h t  f r o m  t h e  M a i l .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  

r e a d e r s  o f  t h o s e  n e w s p a p e r s  a r e  p r o b a b ly  a b l e  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  o w n  a d ju s t m e n t s ,

T h e  T e l e g r a p h 's  e x p o s u r e  o f  t h e  p a r f i a m e n t a r y  e x p e n s e s  s c a n d a l  w a s  a n  o b v i o u s  

e x a m p l e  o f  a  n e w s p a p e r  h o ld in g  p o l i t i c ia n s  to  a c c o u n t  in  t h e  p u b l i c  in t e r e s t .  T h e  

G u a r d i a n ’s  p e r s i s t e n c e  in  e x p o s in g  t h e  h a c k in g  s c a n d a l  w a s  a n o t h e r ,  in  a  d i f f e r e n t  

f i e ld ,  t h e  M a i l ’s  c a m p a i g n  o n  b e h a l f  o f  S t e p h e n  L a w r e n c e  w a s  a n o t h e r .

A s  f o r  m e d i a  o w n e r s h ip ,  c l e a r l y  it is  in  t h e  p u b l i c  in t e r e s t  t h a t  t h e r e  is  n o t  a  m o n o p o ly .

! a m  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  w h e t h e r  N e w s  I n t e r n a t io n a l ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  is  t o o  

p o w e r f u l .  N o r  w h e t h e r  t h e  B B C  is .

T h e  e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  j o b  o f  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  t h e  B B C  is  t h a t  t h e  B B C  

d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  v i e w  o r  is  s e e n  t o  h a v e  a  v i e w .  W e  a l l o w  ( e n c o u r a g e )  o t h e r s  to  

c o m m e n t  in  o u r  p r o g r a m m e s .  W e  d o  n o t  c o m m e n t  o u r s e l v e s .  T h e r e  is  n o  “e d i t o r ia l  

l i n e ” .

2 b  T h e  n a t u r e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  i n d i v i d u a l  

s e n i o r  p o l i t i c i a n s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  a n d  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  s e n i o r  e x e c u t i v e s  

a n d  s e n i o r  e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f  o f  n a t i o n a l  n e w s p a p e r s  o n  t h e  o t h e r ;  i n c l u d i n g  

m a t t e r s  s u c h  a s

( i )  F r e q u e n c y  a n d  c o n t e x t  o f  c o n t a c t s ;

( i i )  H o s p i t a l i t y  g i v e n  a n d  r e c e i v e d ,  a n d  a n y  s o c i a l  d i m e n s i o n  t o  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p ;
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{ i i i )  T h e  p e r c e i v e d  b a l a n c e  o f  a d v a n t a g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  

p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s  t o  p r o m o t e  o r  d a m a g e  e a c h  o t h e r ’ s  

f o r t u n e s  a n d  r e p u t a t i o n  a t  a  p e r s o n a !  l e v e l ;

( i v )  S e l e c t i v i t y  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  -  a s  b e t w e e n  t i t l e s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  

a n d  a s  b e t w e e n  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  o n  t h e  o t h e r ;

M y  o w n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  p o l i t i c ia n s  h a v e  a lw a y s  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  s t r ic t ly  a t  a r m 's  

l e n g t h .  I c a n  c o u n t  o n  t h e  f i n g e r s  o f  o n e  h a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t i m e s  I h a v e  h a d  lu n c h  

o r  d i n n e r  w i t h  t h e m  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  c o u p l e  o f  d e c a d e s .  I d o  n o t  a t t e n d  p a r t i e s  o r  

r e c e p t i o n s  t h r o w n  b y  p o l i t i c ia n s ,  i h a v e  n e v e r  g i v e n ,  s o u g h t  o r  r e c e i v e d  a n y  

i n d u c e m e n t s  o f  a n y  k in d  f r o m  p o l i t i c ia n s .

T h i s  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  s e e n  a s  a n  a t t a c k  o n  t h o s e  o f  m y  c o l l e a g u e s  w h o  h a v e  m u c h  

c l o s e r  r e la t io n s h ip s  w i t h  p o l i t i c ia n s .  L o b b y  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  a n d  p o l i t ic a l  e d i t o r s  in h a b i t  

t h e i r  v i l l a g e  a n d  b r e a t h e  t h e  s a m e  a i r  a s  t h e m  a n d  it ’s  t h e i r  j o b  t o  f in d  o u t  w h a t ’s  

g o in g  o n  a n d  w h e r e  t h e  t e n s i o n s  lie .

1 c a n  s e e  n o  p r o f e s s io n a l  b e n e f i t  in  a n  i n t e r v i e w e r  l i k e  m e  w in n in g  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  a  

p o l i t ic ia n  o v e r  a  b o o z y  d i n n e r .  It  m ig h t  c o n c e i v a b l y  y ie ld  i n t e r e s t in g  in f o r m a t io n ,  b u t  

a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  n o t h in g  t h a t ! h a v e n ' t  a l r e a d y  r e a d  in  t h e  p a p e r  o r  b e e n  t o ld  b y  o u r  

o w n  p o l i t ic a l  s t a f f  i f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  d o in g  t h e i r  j o b s  p r o p e r ly .  A n d  it 

r is k s  c r e a t i n g  a  r e la t io n s h ip  in  w h ic h  ! m ig h t  f e e l  b e h o l d e n  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c ia n  w h e n  w e  

m e e t  a c r o s s  t h e  m i c r o p h o n e s .  I f  I h a v e  b e e n  t o ld  s o m e t h i n g  " in  c o n f i d e n c e "  w h i c h  I 

s u b s e q u e n t l y  le a r n  f r o m  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  I m ig h t  f e e l  in h ib i t e d .  I 'm  m o r e  t h a n  h a p p y  to  

h a v e  a  c o f f e e  a f t e r  t h e  in t e r v ie w ,  b u t  t d o n ' t  w a n t  a  r e la t io n s h ip ,

2c  t h e  e c o n o m i c  c o n t e x t  w i t h i n  w h i c h  t h e  m e d i a  o p e r a t e ,  a n d  p o l i t i c i a n ’ s  

a b i l i t y  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h a t ;

2 d  m e d i a  i n f l u e n c e  o n  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  in  g e n e r a l ,  I n c l u d i n g  h o w  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  i s  

e x e r c i s e d ,  w i t h  w h a t  e f f e c t ,  h o w  f a r  t h e  p r o c e s s  i s  t r a n s p a r e n t  a n d  h o w  f a r  

i t  i s  in  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ;

2e  m e d i a  i n f l u e n c e  o n  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  h a v i n g  a  d i r e c t  b e a r i n g  o n  t h e i r  o w n  

i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  m e d i a  a s  l o b b y i s t s ;
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2 f the exten t and accuracy o f the perception that political jou rnalism  has  

m oved from  reporting to  seeking  to  m ake o r in fluence political events , 

including by stepping into the role o f political opposition from  tim e to tim e,

2g po litic ians ’ perception o f the benefits and risks o f the ir re lationships w ith  

th e  press and how  they seek to m anage them , including co llective iy  at 

party level, through No 10 and o ther governm ent com m unications  

organ isations, and in the operation  o f the Lobby system ;

2h the exten t and iim itation o f po litic ians’ w illingness and ability  to constra in  

the m edia to conduct, practices and ethics w hich are in the public in terest, 

w h eth er by leg islation, by regulatory m eans or otherw ise,

! will deal with questions 2c to h together. It’s perfectly obvious that politicians seek 
the support of the media for their policies. And perfectly proper. If a policy is savaged 
by every outlet it’s unlikely that policy will survive, Examples are legion. The poll tax 
is probably the best known. Newspapers have a direct influence. I suspect most 
politicians fear the Daily Mail or Sun campaigns. These are entirely transparent and I 
believe an important part of what the papers should do.

If s different with the BBC, Clearly we don’t campaign, but equally obviously the way 
we cover a story might well influence its outcome. The way Nick Robinson, Robert 
Peston, Stephanie Flanders et al analyse a policy may well influence the public’s 
view of it. So will the way the responsible ministers conduct themselves in interviews 
with me and my colleagues.

Contrary to popular mythology, it is not my intention to flay politicians alive. My job is 

to hold them to account, to ask the questions I believe (hope) the listener would ask 
given the chance. And to insist on an answer, I do NOT seek to make or influence 
political events. As to “stepping into the role of political opposition from time to 
time” ... yes, of course I do. All the time. That’s part of the purpose of the interview: to 
confront the politician with the opposing viewpoint. I make no apology for that.

You’d have to ask the politicians how they perceive the “benefits and risks” of their 
relationships with us. How can I answer that? But if I had to guess I'd say they 
wanted to get the best coverage possible. Hardly a controversial observation, fve 
no doubt many would like to use a Today interview as an opportunity to deliver a
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party political broadcast and some bridle at tough questioning. Others appear to 
relish the cut and thrust. But it's not so much a question of how they perceive the 
benefits ... more a question of whether they can avoid a relationship with us. In my 
view, they can’t. Politicians do not like being "empty chaired".

In your view , w h at are the sp ecific  benefits  to the public to  be secured fro m  a 

re ia tionsh ip  betw een sen ior po litic ians a t a national level and the m edia? W h a t  

are th e  risks to  the public  in terest inherent in such a re lationship? In yo u r  

view , how  should th e  fo rm er be m axim ised, and the latter m in im ised  and 

m anaged?  P lease give exam ples.

Doesn't this rather depend on what's meant by a ‘tetationshlp between senior 
politicians at a national levei and the media"? Frankly, I’ve no idea what you’re 
driving at. If it’s the kind of relationship that once existed between certain senior 
politicians and certain senior figures in News International then there is clearly no 
benefit to the public. Precisely the opposite. That's self evident. So are the risks. ! 
can see no reason why senior politicians should have any relationship with the media 
apart from the obvious. How should the benefits be “maximised”? God knows.

W ould  you d istinguish betw een the position o f a senior po litic ian  in 

governm ent and a sen ior po litic ian  in opposition  fo r these  purposes? I f  so, 

please exp la in  how, and why.

No.

5, W h at the specific  benefits and risks to the public in terest o f in teraction  

betw een the m edia and po litic ians in the run up to general e lections and o ther 

national po lls?  Do you have any concerns ab o u t the nature and effect o f such  

in teraction , o r the legal, regu latory o r transparency fram ew ork w ith in  w h ich  

they curren tly  take place, and do you have any recom m endations or 

suggestions fo r the  future in this regard? In your response, p lease include  

your view s on how you th ink  the relationship  betw een the  m edia and 

politic ians changes in the run up to  e iections, the exten t to w h ich  a tit le ’s 

en d o rsem en t is related to particu lar policies, and w h eth er the public in terest is 

w ell-served  as a result.
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t can speak only of my own and my programme's relationship with the political 
parties. It clearly changes in the run-up to the election. It is determined by statute 
(the Representation of the People Act and the Political Parties, Elections and 
Referendums Act) to an extent, in addition to the BBC's Editorial and Election 

Guidelines,

6. W h at lessons do you th ink can be learned from  the recent history o f re la tions  

betw een the politic ians and the m edia, from  th e  perspective o f the public  

in terest?  W h a t changes, vo luntary or o therw ise, w ould  you suggest fo r  the  

fu ture, in re lation to  the conduct and governance o f re lationships betw een  

politic ians and the m edia, In o rder th a t the public in terest should be best 

served?

I've already explained why I'm not prepared to give my views on this. But may I say 
how puzzled 1 am by the frequent use in the letter of “public interest” and its 
underlining. 1 take it as read that the public interest in this context is the ONLY 
interest. The BBC exists to serve the public interest. Full stop. What other interest is 
there?

7. W ould  you d istinguish  betw een the  press and o ther m edia for these  purposes?  

if so, p lease explain  how , and w hy.

Newspapers must turn a profit or, eventually, they will go under or be sold to 
someone with very deep pockets. The BBC has the luxury of a guaranteed income,

8. In th e  light o f  w h at has now transpired  about th e  culture, practices and eth ics  

of the press, and the conduct o f the re la tionsh ip  betw een the press and the  

public, the police, and politic ians, is there  anyth ing fu rth er you w ould  identify  

by w ay  o f the reform s that w ould  be th e  m ost effective in addressing  public  

co ticerns and restoring  confidence?

i'm not prepared to recommend reforms for reasons i've already explained,

9. In y o u r experience, w h a t influence do the m edia have on the  content or tim ing  

of th e  fo rm ulation  o f a party’s o r a governm ent’s m edia policies? The Inquiry  

is particu larly  in terested  in th is context in in fluence on th e  content and tim e  of
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decis ion-m aking  on policies, leg islation and operational questions re lating  to  

m atters such as:

9a m edia ow nersh ip  and regulation;

9b the  econom ic  context of m ed ia  operations, including the  BBC licence fee ;

9c legal rights in areas such as  freedom  of express ion , privacy, defam ation  

and libel, freedom  o f inform ation and data protection;

9d any re levant aspects o f the substantive crim inal law, fo r exam ple re lating  

to  any asp ect o f un law fu lly  obtain ing inform ation (includ ing  hacking, 

blagging  and bribery) and the availab ility  o f public in terest defences;

9e any re levant aspects o f legal procedure, such as in junctions, the reporting  

o f proceedings, the  d isclosure o f jo u rn a lis ts ’ sources and the  availab ility  

o f public funding fo r defam ation and privacy cases;

9 f any  aspects o f policing policy or operations relating to the re la tionsh ip  

betw een th e  police and the m edia.

P lease provide som e exam ples.

Despite my experience, this is not my field and I simply don’t know.,

10. From  your perspective, w hat in fluence have the m edia had on the fo rm ulation  

and delivery o f governm ent po licy m ore generally?  You answ er should  co ver  

at leas t the fo llow ing , w ith  exam ples as appropriate;

10a the  nature o f th is influence, in particu lar w h eth er exerted  th rough ed itoria l 

content, by d irect contact w ith  politicians, or in o ther way;

10b the exten t to w hich this in fluence is represented as, o r is regarded as, 

representative o f public opinion m ore generally  or o f the in terest o f  the  

m edia them selves;

10c the exten t to w hich that in fluence has in your v iew  advanced or inh ib ited  

the public interest.

tOd The Inquiry is interested in areas such as crim inal Justice, European and  

im m igration  policy, w h ere  the m edia has on occasion  run d irec t 

cam paigns to in fluence policy, but you m ay be aw are o f others.

! have never seen any evidence that the BBC seeks to snffuence government policy 
except when it has a direct impact on the BBC, The Board was concerned about
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certain proposals that were advanced during the fast licence fee negotiations and 
said so publicly. That’s right and proper. The BBC can only operate on the 
assumption that it has the support of the public. If it loses that support it has no 
reason to exist.

The BBC does not conduct campaigns but it has been accused often enough of 
holding views that may or may not be harmful to the nation’s wellbeing. The EU and 
immigration are often cited. 1 can only say that I have never been directed by any of 
my bosses to peddle a particular view. Ever, if i were I would resign.

There is, obviously, a danger that the BBC is seen to represent a consensus (a cosy 
liberal consensus if you prefer) that reflects the nature of its recruitment policies, it’s 
certainly true that BBC journalists do not represent a perfect cross section of society. 
They are generally better educated, more likely to be middle class and probably more 
likely to hold “liberar views than the average, i was personally uneasy with the tone 
of some of our EU coverage at a time when the UK’s membership of the EU was at 
its most controversial. ! believe that’s changed since. And ! don’t share the view that 
we were '''pro” immigration -  whatever that may mean in practise. But the BBC is not 
monolithic and 1 do NOT believe those views were handed down from on high.

11. In your experience, w hat in fluence have the  m edia had on public and po litica l 

appo in tm ents, including th e  tenure  and term ination  o f those  appo in tm ents?  

Please give exam ples, including o f cases in w hich  in your view  the  public  

in terest w as, and w as  not, w e ll served  by such influence.

1 can't give examples but the question answers itself. Politicians are more likely to 
appoint someone to a high profile job if they think the media wilt approve.

Date ;  I >  /
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