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Virgin Atlantic faces claims that dozens
of celebrities’ flight details were leaked

Documents suggest plans of up to 70 people including Princess
Beatrice and Madonna's children were sent to paparazzi agency

Josh tialliday
s Friday e Aprd 2oa2iq51 BET

passed private fhght details for almost 70 celebritics ~ ncluding Princess Beatrice and
Madonna's children - to a global-paparazzi agency.

Further emails seen by the Guardian on Friday suggest that London-based firn Big
Pietures was sent tonfidentinl tfavel details for dozens of celebrities and public figures
as recently as 2ot

The Virgin Atlanticemployee suspected of being behind the appavent leak ls understood
to have resigned on Thursday after the Gnardian contacted the aitline,

Virgin Atlantic and Big Pictures launched internal investigations into the clalms on
Thursday. & spokeswoman for Virgin Atlantic deelined to comment on the further
revelations, but said they would forin part of the aivline’s Inguiry.

Checks by the Guardian confirm that at least some of the 68 colebrities — such as Jeremy
Clarkgon, James Mav and the wife of footballer Wayne Rooney — were in the travel
destinations apparcatly disclosed by the Virgin Atlantic employee,

The further emails indicate that the disclosure of private tight details to the papirazet is
on & wiich larger seale than tnitially thought.

Those named in the emails ivichide Princess Beatrice, Russell Brand, Rihanna; Daniel
Radeliffe and Madonna's childrei

RBig Pictures appears (o have been given a secret tip-oft by the Virgin Atlantie cmplovee
hat people only referred toas "Madonna's kids" would be flying to JFK aliport from
Heathrow with the airline in September last vear.

Annthér email fists thetravel plans forex-England foothall manager Glen Hoddle with
Virgin Atlantic to Barbados in November tast vear. The email says: "There's loads of
ex-foothallers on these flights going out fora charity golf classie.”
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Aseparate email apparently from the airline employee details a fiight for the comedian
Sacha Baron Cohen and bis wife {sha Fisher from Heathrow to Newark airport last vear

and sayvs: "They're in econony ",

In a statement, Virgin Atlantic said on Phursday that it was tuking the ipparent leak
Yextremely serioush”. The compasy said: "The allepations that have beenraised are

extremely serious and we have launched an immediate investigation.

"The security of customer information fs enr highest priority and we have robust
processes in place to ensure that passengerinformation is protected. The incident that
has been alleged coneerns eight customers™ flights booked in 2010 and we are i contact
with all of those people: It is too early to drav conclusions-on this matter but of course
we wonld deeply regret any concern that these allegations may cause the-individuals

mvolved.”
Big Pictures had not returned repeated requests for comment at the Hime of publication.

+Tocontact the MediaGuardian news desk email editor@mediaguordian.coud or
phone 020 3353 3857, For all other inguiries please call the main Guardian
swirchboard on 020 3357 2oo0. If youware writing @ comment for publication, please
markclearly “for publication”,

« T ger the latest media news to your desktopror mobite, follme MediaGuardian on

Titter and Fueebook
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