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Fire deaths fall
I ' lE B  dfiatlir; In Eng lan d m ’ s l  Uib Ij -low^5f 
siricQ i9 5 9 - la le sif ig u te s show.

TJjo m m iber o l Ores natlnnalh- wof« al?o 
.'d lE&ir low est -  140.300 todav cornparacl 
vvitli a isigh of 38S-4O0 In 2 0 0 i.

F ire s  in liomoa are al Uiftlr lowest ?lTice 
J984 and no w  stand a l 46.600, 
in  Lh 0 W'esl. M id lands the avei ago n uxribM 

o fd e a lfis  in  accidental hotrHJ tires ptT .voar 
ovBi the .sevon-t'Pai- portnri j 99'3 Io 2006 m\v s ia re is  al 27.6 IKS' cent - e i^ i lp o r  cent 
low er than in  the IfliKIs.

I iOLlDAYS & LOCAL FLIC ON YOUR DOORSTFI

CORSICA, SARDINIA 
CROATIA & MADEIRA
.iiim nfsC- *f̂ mtVf̂ ;t:ags-Hoiidsv» UKilaariinn «lfeto!S.Wk'.i.Afs,irlriVnls.at Hl,?rt Ck% « Sfw Rf«As
jpotiailsJ y  CaslTW’m'<r Lstwrltsios

0870 420 83751’’ ^  hoIldayoption5.CQ.uk

DOZENS people turned out at a roaddiow witii a difference to grill B irm ingham  M ai! ed itor  Steve Oyson about the tides of {oumafism.The event taas part of a tour by tire Pmss CoiTMilamts CcHwrmŝ
pubKc weie Invited to put (pjestfons to die paned.The audierMa IndiKted 18-year-old UCE jommUsm

■  HEADLWE from le-ft Pre:^ Complaints Commisaon director Tom  Toulmtn, commissioner vM en Hepwortii. ^ ito r is l consultant AJison Hastings
and .^A^iledrtorSteve Dyson. P>ctura: John RsavmsJ

Ma/7 editor grilled as tour hits town
student St̂ ên hkines and 59-year-o!d M ai! reader Bill Owen, a railway viRirker hom Aston. f<dr Owen welcomed the ô ĉxhinKy to t̂ h about the standards of die press.He added: “I'm interested In newspapers, the way they operate and the way they dedde news to fwint Ordinary people rfepervf on toelr newspapers for infoimatfon more

dian a nything else. "It wik useful to tome along because I had the op̂ertonity to put guestiorsto Mr Dys«i."Panetiist arvf lay commisssorwr 16wen Hepworth said the commiŝ n was not reŝ onabte for rminmg the British rnedia.felt she added: "If peopleread soraetiilngthars factually inaccurate we're the peojrfe to ling up and that's w% we're

here. Hewspapa-s are all about Freedom birtilF̂s freed̂ i wttii
Mr Nunes, vdio is considering becoming a joumaKst, said: "TWs was a good ĉ r̂tunity for tire public to put questions to tire people who ded wHh complaints and to have the dianee to tofe to Steve."\ridt tire PCC webato at www.pcc.org jik

We're all equal
S .A N D tM sLL  C o u jK ll  Is la u n ch in g  Its 
go ndw  equalltv .4di8me -  a  llu'oe-iisar 
adhnn p lan  a dtliuss ing people's needs.

Local co m raufllly. %T3lunta!y tproups 
anti eniploypes l a r o  a ll laLan pari in  llie  
co n su lla llo n  process o f 1lie  schem e. 
w L l d i  a lm s to easure a l) co uncil services 
arc appropriate !o the d ifferenl n&cds 
and p iio r lile s  d 'lo ca ! men ami wom en.

D o p u lv  ro unn ll lf?nri£>r C m in  P a u lin e  
H in io n ’sald: "T lie  co u n d l a lw ay s s i r i n g  
to mspixt i ls  c ltL 'em  and a d  E jlr,"

COURT: Firearm and ammunition found in bedroom

G u n m a n  i n  

h o t e l  j a i l e d
By Ross McCarthy
A MAN CBÛ  wiUi a loaded handgun after police swooped on a hotel room in Birmingham was today storting a ten year |aft sentence.

N aym al H u ssa in  l iid  a loaded 
g tm 'iu  l lie  te f! o f  an Edgbaslon 
hotel but w as ca u g b l b y  po lice  
w ho had beo nkeoping him  under 
surveillaiic-o, a court heard.

R€s:ordei‘ G ci-a ld in e  .Androtvs 
d e s a lt e d  llio  case  as “ ectrem eiv 
d ist iu it ln g "  and sa id  Ihat wSihoul 
l.h© tim ely  in fervo ntlon  o f the 
p o llco  the w eapon to u k l have 
boon iisofi to roaijn  or k ill.

H u s sa in . 21. o f  H u g h  Road. 
S m a ll  H e a th , h a d  p r e v lo iis iy  
te o n  fo und gu ilty  o f po ssessing a 
prohJbRc-tl firearm  and ammunt- 
U o n  w l l h o u l  a  f i r e a r m s  
cf?fiincale.

B Ir J i i ln g h a m  C r o r v n  C o n i i

heard that in  the days lea d in g up 
to Hu.ssain'£ arrest lie  had  fa lloa 
out wlU i h is  fa m ily , w as l iv in g  
ou l o f the b ack o i l iJ s c a r  and had 
b een sto p p e d  b y  p o lice  after 
d r iv in g  do w n Iho w rong sid e  o f a 
d u a l cairiagew ay.

H u s sa in  w ent’ to the D o rm y  
H o to L  in  H ag lo y  Road. E d ^ a s -  
!on. last M arch  and Irooked a 
rto m  un der a false narno.

A fter about 15 m inutes he wonl 
out and ret iirned al 2am carryin g 
a  leaUior briefcase.

U ndraxovor officer's had  teen  
ktK ip Ing secret observations on 
H u ssa in  and at 4.30am po lice  
carried oul tlie  ra id, se iz in g  ih s  
briefcase h o ld in g  iS b u llc t s a n d a  
ro a lls llc -lo o kJn g  Im itation gun.

A l  one point a m obile  phono 
ran g and w h en offlcei? r« :o v crw l 
it from  ih e  bottom o f a bed Ihey 
a lso  fo und the loariod converted 
gu n  concealed llicre .
" D in in g  the tria l H ussain  cla im ed

h e  h a d  been k id n a p p e d  an d  
fo rce d to g o to lh o h rte l an d kn ew  
n o t h in g  ab o u t the g a n  a n d  
am m unlllo n .

T h e  ludge said: 'T h i s  w a s a 
seriou s crim e, B u i for the In lor- 
v e n llo n  of the jH ilicB al a llm e ly  
m om ent g r ie v o u s harm  co u ld  
have te« n  cause<d to som teody. 

" Y o u  h a d  a U lh a !  w-eapon 
w h ic h  w as sjrc>clficaUy adaptod 
ib ru se . Y o u  w ore o ilher p r o v ld a i 
w i t h  i t  o r  o b la t n e d  i s  
•spBciticaily,-

S h e  a lso  sa id  Uiere w as ate) 
evid en ce  o f s lg n lf lca n l p la n n in g  
In v o lve d  and i t  w as l ik e ly  that 
the im itatio n  gu n  had been Uiere 
as a back-up,

P h il B rad ley, defending, said 
nallh er tte  firearm  or a jnm im l- 
lio n  had been used and Ihere w as 
an  i ijse jic e  o f evidenca o f  the 
Intent o f  the defendant w ho had 
su ffw w l proviQ Usly fio in  mental 
health problCTns.
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