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ACCURACY

Case 1

A man complained that a blog posting on the Spectator’s website contained inaccurate 
information in breach of Clause 1 (Accuracy) of the Editors' Code of Practice.

The piece under complaint was an entry on Rod Liddle’s regular blog for the Spectator's website. 
It said that “the overwhelming majority of street crime, knife crime, gun crime, robbery and 
crimes of sexual violence in London is carried out by young men from the African-Caribbean 
community”. TTie complainant said that was not the case and pointed to statistics produced by the 
Ministry of Justice (MoJ), which showed that in the area covered by the Metropolitan police 
force, the majority of arrests for notifiable offences were of white people. In categories defined 
as ‘violence against the person’ and ‘sexual offences’, black people made up 32% of arrests. 
58% of arrests for robbery were of black people but that was not an ‘overwhelming majority’. 
The MoJ statistics did not give specific figures for knife crime or gun crime.

The magazine provided some evidence to substantiate the figures: a BBC report, which quoted 
an Inspector in the Trident Unit of the Metropolitan police as saying that ‘for three out of every 
four shootings...in London, the victim and the perpetrator are from the black community’; a 
Daily Mail article, which reported that ‘124 out of 225 under-18s legally proceeded against for 
knife offences in the past three months are from the black community’; and a Sunday Times 
report which stated that ‘71% of people accused of mobile phone theft were black...’ It said that 
blogging was a conversational medium in which readers were able to disagree with the writer's 
opinion immediately, as had happened in this case. In that sense, the piece as a whole had been 
written by the columnist and those who had commented. In addition, it had published a separate 
blog by another author in which the accuracy of the claim was called into question.
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Benefits of a multi-cultm'al Britain ] The Spectator Page 1 of 89

H o m e ) E v e n t s :  Spectator Debate -  Britain's in  Declute: T i ly  Cam eron is  a H e a th  and not a Thatclter ) Fra Angelico to Leonardo: Italian Renaissance Drawings 

HooM̂S RodUddls MOMSAY 23 MARCH 2910 ESS g} CONTACT US

W StiCtTOi

Benefits of a multi-cultural Britain
SATURDAY, STH DECEMBER 2009

Tbe ftrst of an occasional s en es  -  
Uiose benefits of a  multi-cufttiral 

In full t e t  m e Introduce you 
. ̂ 1 to this hum an filfit

it cDuJd b e  an  anomaJy, of course. 
But iu sn ’t  The overwheln-fing 
.majority of sVeet crime, fo^fe aim®, 
gun crime, robbery and crimes of 
sejojal violence In London Is carried 
out by young from the African-

■ Caribbean community. Of course, in
return, we have rap  music, goat curry and a  1ar more vibrant and diverse 
understanding of cultures which were once alien to us. For which, many thanks.

AIwuS: f?otl LWdIa

ADVERttSEMEtiT

ililisefiliili
SPBCMTOR

iS a

Leonardo da Vinci, 

Fra Angelico, 

Michelangeio 

and more...

DRAWTNG-S

THE
, ,  BRITISHMuseum

© Popular Blog Posts

‘Raquired information
1 Post your comment
Please cJick the button only once - your convneni will not be published Immediately

F e rg u s  P ic k e r in g  December 5tl\ 2009 3;29am
1 say. Rod. You are putting your head above the 
parapet. I admire your courage, you lovely right­
wing racist bastard you. 1 can't understand how 
some of my mild-as-milk remarks about the 
musilm community seem  to fall by the wayside. 
Are ttie different people looWng a t the different 
posts? In other words can I get things onto your 
biogs 1 can’t get onto ottier people’s?  For 
instance, can I say how unhappy 1 would be  if 
either of my daughters took up with a  man of 
colour?

Most read Most commented on 
Budget Statement live blog - Peter HosWn 

Osborne’s weak response • Fraser Nelson

Three Sunday polls have growing Tory leads 
• Peter Hoskin
The Tories are paying the price for 
Osborne’s mercurial political instincts • David 
Blackburn
Exdusiva- how Byers’ lobt^ing emails dump 
him and Adonis in it • Malise Ruthven

Searcli this blog

1

Rod Liddle'sblog archive

jc hoose month...?!

SPO N SO R ED  U N K S

U y  Credit R epo rt-£0
See My Credit Rating Now Online for £0 -  Click Here! 
www.QuickcredHscore.co.uk

payday Loans up  to £750
Approved in 1 minute, no hassls/fax £750 in Your Bank 
Account Today! wvwi/.pa ydayloan.co.uk
Hov/to Buy Shares
The Share Centre Frea Guide & Online Advice!
WWW .share.comlhow-lO'buy'Sh ares

S e a c o le  S h a n ty  December 5th. 2009 6:50am

SO s e a c o ieDecember Sib, 2009 3:24am

Middle C la ss  - ju s t 
afloatDecember 5lh, 2009 8'.52am

Lupus Lungfish December 5lh, 2009 9:06sm

Are you sure about crimes of sexual violence? 
How do you know? i’m certain that Uie others 
are correct, however.

where's Uie respect ?

Short and to the poin t Now let's hear from the 
“defenders" of this vibrant, caring, humane, etc 
etc multicultural policy whidi has been forced 
upon us. Let's hea r their defence,and let them 
show how they share in it and enjoy it -from their 
comfortable, well-distanced monocuitural 
suburbs In Hampstead etc and second hom es in 
Tuscany, from their rich friends' yachts; nlmbles 
to a  man and woman, the lot of them.

Rap culture is an expression of anger felt by the 
black community against the evil white 
oppressor. 1 personally Vv-ouid aiso like to thank

Re.mortgase Mow at 1.9%
£200,000 remorigage for £3S7/mo. Get a F R E E  online 
quote!LendGo.co.uk

Buy a link here

Latest blog posts

COFFEE HOUSE
How long will it take Gordon Brown 
to act on th is?
Com m ents (11)

CAPPUCCINO CULTURE 
Tha Great Gam bo's back  
Com m ents (0}

FAITH 3A2ED
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PRIVACY

Case 2

A woman complained that an article headlined “Oh please, stop this twit from Tweeting, 
someone” intruded into her privacy in breach of Clause 3 (Privacy) of the Editors' Code of 
Practice.

The article reported that the complainant - a civil servant who worked for the Department for 
Transport - had been using the micro-blogging website, Twitter, to describe aspects of her job 
and her feelings towards her work. The newspaper considered some of her comments to be 
inappropriate.

The article referred to the fact that the complainant had in her tweets: described the leader of a 
course she was doing (as part of her job) as "mental"; said that she was "struggling with a wine- 
induced hangover" at work; and, again at work, told how she was "feeling rather tired - would 
much prefer going home". In addition, the article pointed to a number of tweets that were 
political in nature: a complaining reference to a Conservative MP who was a prominent critic of 
Whitehall waste; a re-tweet of a Labour MP's attack on government "spin"; and a reference to the 
complainant's acquaintance with Sally Bercow.

The complainant said her activities on Twitter and other social networking sites (she also had a 
blog and had uploaded pictures of herself on Flickr) were private. While it was true in theory that 
anybody could view the information she had posted online, she argued that she had a "reasonable 
expectation that my messages...would be published only to my followers". Only her 700 or so 
followers could see the full context of her messages. Others would only find her account by 
actively searching for her, which seemed an unlikely thing for most people to do, and would only 
see messages she had posted, not those she was responding to. Her Twitter account and her blog 
(neither of which were anonymous) both included clear disclaimers that the views expressed 
were personal opinions and were not representative of her employer.. .She argued that there were 
thousands of public sector workers who regularly use Twitter in and out of office hours. She 
could not understand why she had been targeted.

The newspaper disputed that it had invaded the complainant's privacy. She was openly posting 
messages about many aspects of her life, including her job. The material could be read by 
anybody; she had not limited her Twitter account to those officially "following" her.

In any case, there was an ongoing debate about the use of social media, which the newspaper 
was entitled to take part in. Since the civil service code requires that public servants should not, 
by their personal statements, call into doubt the impartiality of the civil service, it was quite 
legitimate for the newspaper to highlight this particular case.

The-' result - of A©
newspaper's article, she had taken the decision - reluctantly - to lock her Twitter stream so it 
could not be viewed by anybody apart from her followers.
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Page 38 Daily Mall, Saturday, November 13,2010

S OCIAL network site Twitter, which is 
increasingly landing its users in legal diffi­culties for posting foolish remarks, may soon claim another victim.A Whitehall official has been Tweeting about her druiikeimess, boasting about how pointless she thinks some of her work is and how much she dislikes the Govem- ment's deficit reduction.When I rang her department yesterdŝ  to tell them, there was a cold pause before someone promised to 'get back* to me. He never did.Civil servants used to try to be impartial and discreet. Hot so SarahBaskervUle.'TeamLeajderln Corporate Finance Systema andRimortlng Solutions' (what atitiet) at the Department of Transport, Ms BaskerifiEe, Bankers*, is an

O h , p l e a s e  s t o p  t h i s  
t w i t  f r o m  T w e e t h i g

incorrigible contributor to the interrust. She belong to ntnnerous tretworklng sitea In the middle of a management co^e — paid for by us taxpŝ era to help her do her job better ~  sdie posted a Tweet promoting a Labour MP*s attack oo Downing

Street ‘sqain’. She later described the person who was t îng the course as 'mental’. Chamfirtg.Before the govewament outs were announced to Pariî anent, Ms BaskervlUe was Tweeting about meetings concerning the of about to be ̂ placed.AH this was done, it should be

stressed, under her own name, with easy links to her workplace. She publî es photos of herself, too. A3TS there not soitM security issues here?‘StuggUng with wine-induced hangover,’ she Tweeted from work one day. There have been frequent references to Iser over-

Imbiblng. Anotĥ  day, shorth' before the Compreheraive Spending Review, she complained after lunch about feeling ’rather th'ed — would much prefer goinghome’.If she only spent her office hours working rather than Tweeting, she would no doubt be even more axhaxisted.Her outpo\irlnfs have included a complaining reference to Tory MP Douglas Carswell, a prondnent critic of miitehail ŵ te. Sie claims to be an acquaintance of Sally Bercow, Labour-supporting wife of the supposedly Impartial Commons Speaker. In one Tweet she looked forward to meeting Mrs Bercow for ‘another coffee/m\iffin session, just so tiiat I can laugh at your lack of apps on the iPhone'.Transport Secretary Philip Ham­mond is one of the more serious members of the Cabinet. He Is unlikely to be enchanted by Ms Baskerville or her witterings.
I YET more new Tory MPs were \ U  this week made parliamentary 
private secretaries {PPSŝ  to 1 ministers, and the Whips seem to i have been playing snap. i Nicholas Boles (Gratitham) has been apportioned as PPS to fellow bachelor Nick Gibb, Schools - Minister. Husky Anna Sourby  ̂ fBrojjfoioej, voice like Lee Marvin, 

i has been given to fog-homed i smoker Simon Bums, Health ! Minister. Richard Graham \ (Gloucester), new PPS to the

>

□ SWEET ptioto of the MUiband 
baby this week, but father 
Ed ’s appearance was more 

troubling. The Labour leader 
outed himself as one of those men 
who wears leisure shirts out^de 
his trousers, without kicking them 
in. This may be all right for darts 
players such as Eric Bristow, but 
for a would-be ftime Minister it’s 
not such a great look.

Foreign OJfice’s Lord Howell, used himself to do opaque things in the diplomatic service.Tragically, no promotionfor Claire Perry (Devizes). AU that ̂ ort in vainJ She had a smart new hairdo this week, black as Quink ink. But I had better not tease our Claire lest her admirer Nicholas Soames (Con, Mid Sussex) challenge ine to a duel Watching her in the Commons recently, Soamesy emitted one throaty word: 'Magyiificentr I can sure he loas referring only to the quality of her oratory.

□ LEFT-WING com edian Bill 
Salley should not expect too 
many fan letters from  Roman 

Catholics. In yesterday’s Mall I 
reviewed his latest one-man show 
in the West End, describing the 
way he m ocks Christ and His 
stigmata. I did not have space to  
report that Mr Baliey also caiis 
the Pope ‘the sultan of abusers, 
the b e tra ye r o f trust, that 
creeping Bavarian gimp’.

The show Is at Wyndhams Thea­
tre , controtied by Sir Cameron 
Mackintosh. His company seems 
happy with the anti-Christian con­
tent. Nicholas Allott, who sits on 
the board of Cameron Madcintodi 
Ltd, was there on Tuesday, clap­
ping iikebllfv-(^.

Stephen Green of die pressure 
^HDup Christian Voice said yester- 
daiy: ‘I f ^ f  an act of Christian witness 
atwyndhamsccnning on. Any excuse 
for ewmgelicai outreach!'

C r a z y  p a l i n g
WHEN Is a pavement not a pavement? When highly-paid lawyers say so. Labour’s Lord Peston rose in the House of Lords tills week to discuss the scruffy ‘peace camp’ in Parliament Square. He wants to get rid of protester Brian Haw and his noisy mates.Lord Peston, in his lovely lugubrious voice, said: ‘What sun’Oun«te tlie square may look like a pavement and, if you fell on It, would feel like a pavement. But the High Court has announced that, as it does not “go” anywhere, it is not a pavement. That is one of the things that prevents the Metropolitan police from doing anythingabout these squatters,’So: a pavement is a pavement only if it ‘goes’ somewhere? Can no circle or square ‘go’ anywhere? Lord Peston says: ‘I spend n̂y life looking at mathe­matical economics and this is turning into a consideration of infinity.’ Think about infinity long enoû  and you go mad. As the High Court just proved.
□  CHRIS BRYANT (Rhondda) is among the most ardent of Labour MPs. So there was surprise when he failed to vote with the Opposition in a Commo7is division early on Monday night. Where could he be? Had he — gasp! — defected to the Tories? The truth was 7uore prosaic. Mr Bryant was in the parliamentary gym, honing his abs (I must, I must, 1 must Increase my bust). Fiyrsome reason the electronic division bells there did not ring. I’m sure the Labour Whips will forgive him. Next year some time.

'Â rtiKd rani are only avaibbfe when pracening f*« may' www.premlefinn. ~'

e room only Indus.... ......... ..... ......... . - - . .booWneo>fflfte8C(wtmter(iM.«wnw>d/7»«*il>ero»de«leaa21 dsyi In advance oi uw. K—--------------------- ----- - —---- - -be î&d when you pay tar raur room by credit card. Offer Is available at. sdecud Premier Inns onlv, a fuiftlst of pardcipumg hoeels M available ai 
ira and tubjea to avaliablllcy nease visit www.premfeHnn.eom for our standard Premie-Inn wrns and conditions.

B o i d e n  o f  p r o o f
SOMEONE ran up to me at Westminster, fUil of excitement. Tve just seen BUI Gates! The world’s richest man!’Not quite. The chap she had seen was in fact Labour MP Richard Burden, who is as unlike a billionaire as one can probably imagine. But he does look quite like Mr Gates, it has to be admitted.

i  i k
Richard Burden
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PRIVACY (INTRUSION INTO GRIEF)

Case 3

A woman complained that an approach by a reporter to her daughter after the death of her son 
raised a breach of Clause 5 (Intrusion into grief or shock) of the Editors’ Code of Practice.

The complainant’s son had died at university on 8 October 2009, and there was speculation that 
he had taken his ovm life. Mrs Rundle complained that coverage of the incident in The Sunday 
Times was inaccurate and insensitive.

While the PCC investigation was ongoing, another reporter from the paper contacted the 
complainant’s daughter through Facebook. She informed the reporter that the family did not wish 
to speak in view of the ongoing complaint. The reporter then asked about the details of the 
complaint, sending a copy of the article to the complainant's daughter so she could highlight 
what was wrong with it. This upset Mrs Rundle's daughter.

The Managing Editor apologised for this second approach, explaining that the reporter was a 
freelance and was unaware of the PCC complaint. However, he accepted that the reporter should 
not have continued questioning Mrs Rundle's daughter once the complaint was mentioned. The 
reporter understood her error and apologised for it. Nothing from the correspondence would be 
used in any future article. Additionally, all section editors and deputies had been alerted to the 
complaint and told not to contact the family. The paper also offered to send a private letter of 
apology to the family.
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PRIVACY 

Case 4

The Chief Executive of the Birmingham and Solihull Mental Health NHS Trust, complained that 
an article headlined “Suicide pact” was intrusive in breach of Clause 3 (Privacy) and Clause 8 
(Hospitals) of the Editors’ Code of Practice.

The front-page article reported that three patients at a Birmingham psychiatric unit. Main House, 
had - several days before publication - attempted suicide over concerns about the future of the 
unit. They had subsequently been informed that Main House was indeed to be closed down, 
which prompted the...article. The article was accompanied by pixellated photographs of the 
patients being informed of the decision - said in the coverage to have been “supplied by the 
patients themselves via their psychiatrist” - in which they were shown to be distraught at the 
news.

The complainant said that the residents were extremely vulnerable adults to whom the Trust 
owed a duty of care: they were not in a position to give any clear consent for the taking and 
publication of these photographs, which had been taken inside Main House. The complainant 
argued that the newspaper should have obtained consent from not only the patients but also their 
respective carers, consultants and/or relatives before publication. Indeed, while there is some 
assumption under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 that patients have capacity to make their own 
choices, it is not automatically the case that they do and the newspaper should have sought 
further guidance from appropriate individuals. The Trust was now unable to assess 
retrospectively whether the patients had the capacity to make decisions about the photographs, 
but considered that they would not have had the capacity to make such a decision due to their 
vulnerability.

The complainant said that the photographs had also been taken in breach of patient 
confidentiality by a GP who worked with the patients once a week, and was not their consultant 
or primary carer. He had been dismissed following a disciplinary hearing and the case had been 
referred to the General Medical Council.

The newspaper said that the closure of Main House was a major local issue. When they received 
the photographs of the distressed patients they gave careful consideration to their publication. 
They felt justified in publishing for the following reasons; the photographs had been taken with 
the knowledge of the patients; they had been taken by a medical professional working with the 
patients; the patients, who were all adults, had given their consent for publication and were 
actively keen for them to be shown; and a parent of one of the patients had supported the use of 
the images. The newspaper added that they had taken steps to protect the identities of the patients 
by pixellating their faces.

The newspaper said that they had given a voice to mental health patients who said that they were 
being ignored and distressed by the sudden closure of the unit midway through a public 
consultation. They had received no complaints from the patients or their families directly.
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9UIW
By Alison Payani

mloghafra psychaa îrlc 
ymlt trsed ta >  kill them­
selves Jyst da^s before 
they were evicted.

The suicide pact failed 
and now Main H o u s e  i n  
KnrtliiiolLl li IS clo5t,(l 
down, leaving them living 
in the community.

The trio made a special 
request that the harrow­
ing pictures of their 
despair are printed ~ to 
show the human impact 
of tile decision to close 
their home. 
m  IS i cm m fo
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CHILDREN

Case 5

A woman complained that an article headlined “Day of drama as bus ploughs into bridge”, 
published in the Nottingham Evening Post on 12 December 2009, contained a photograph of her 
daughter which was published without consent in breach of Clause 6 (Children) of the Editors' 
Code of Practice.

The article reported that a bus full of primary school children on a day trip had crashed into a 
low railway bridge. The complainant objected to the inclusion in the coverage of a photograph of 
her daughter, together with numerous other children, being comforted by a policeman at the 
scene of the accident. Her daughter had been pictured in a clear state of distress and the 
complainant had not been asked for her consent for the photograph to appear. The child had been 
further upset by the publication of the image.

The newspaper said that the accident had occurred in a public place in full view of a number of 
onlookers. An immediate investigation had been announced and it had spoken to a number of 
angry parents who were concerned about what had happened. While there had been a lot of 
discussion at the time as to whether the use of the image was justified, it had ultimately decided 
that the publication of the photograph was in the public interest, given that that the story related 
to an important matter of public health and safety. In addition, the fact that there were no serious 
injuries or fatalities had been an important factor in deciding to move forward to publication.

50

MODI 00039059



For Distribution to C P s

Evening P o s t  Saturday Decem ber 12, 2009 . Visit duf webs/te w w w ^ffo js isn o tfm g B t'a m .S Q .iife  .

m  i ’aM ghtsF
E mother of a 19-year old girl :) lost her log in a hit-aiid- i has made an emolional 
2'for iiiforinaSdn.;;^:j ■ Ihloe Jones, a second year deiir at Nottingham Trent iversity studying art and tiles, was hit by a car on nday November 30 at about }pm while walking along ntingdon Street, t is believed a white Ford ansit van emerged from ward Street into Hum mgdon eet and hit a passing taxi, ising the taxi to lose control i to hit Chios.fhe white van failed to stop ihe scene and drove off into rzon Place and then on to rzon Street, turning into St in’s Wells Road and tlien into
fhe police have so fax boon able to __
'weir,pf:&e
Cliij(Jm oê S.

■ BhpeafSĤlyone who. ay have' dnesssri A':C:'Ji731':contact , S-Chiaê  ilice. ' ' ''Mrs Jones .said; "I am asking: e public for their help ih ■ ?icing the driver of a white 3rd Transit van, who caused i6 colMsion that-fotcedmy, ̂ mghter Ctdoe to have herleft g amputated.;Ti3is,isa%tT,.stressing tima for.my;fa ,,5 to watch Chioe, who is idependent, foil, oflife, with .cUiy plans lor the future, lying i a hospital bed with her lfre iniins. ,; , ' ''“I am begging anyone who lay have any information bout me collision, no matter otv small, to please contact ;otr.s Police urgently.”Chloe remains in liospilal, 'liere she cominues to undergo .irther major surgery Detective Sergeant Jolui IcDonnen, from the crash : avestigation unit, said: “There lay be someone out there witli - itai information diat may lead IS to the driver of the van.”It is thought the van was nanufactured between 2000 imd registered plale to a Iĵ with. a sliding door to , -side. The van is a_ 'elhase model. ■ ,1 ilie crash investigation •iniT on 0300 300 9999. ext 2229.

Su n d a y s t s p  m  
Bobin M m t l  lin e
RAIL services on the Robin Hood line will stop off at Bulwcll from tomorrov/A Sunday service was introduced on the line between
NuLLUigticuii 0.1IU yVuii'vaijyDecember last year but it did not include a stop at Bulv/ell because it needed extra engineering work.Some of this work ha.s nov.̂ been completed and trains can stop at Bulweli.Coun Jane Urquhart, portfolio holder for transport and area worJeing at Nottingham City CounciJ. said. “We recognise tlie introduction of the Sunday service at Buiwell as a good .siarl but would hope to work With East Midlands Trains and Netv/ork Rail to ensure an improved service in the:fiitlfr̂ :̂  .inr-’ a::David Horne, commercial dn'ector for East Midlands Trains, added: “ft's great naxvs th.at passengers travelling on tliis line v/ill bencDt from further improvements.

"On December 13, v/e vjIU ho launching new services between Nottingham and Eulwsl] Passengers on thshne will bene&t frp.hia sî Mcantly

T e n  y o u n g s t e r s  i n j u r e d  ¥ / h i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  l e f t  s h o c k e d  a f t e r

A schooi bus fuii of chiidrePf from Gantreii Primary School in Bu!weii smashed into a railway bridge in Leicester, slicing the

AN investigation is under way into 
how a double-decker bus carrying 52'■| I ■ • ' M)'i!irjf-ri

. Ijli ; ulu-'  tii f r\t >The roof of the bus was almost sliced off in tho impact of the crash, which happened at l(?.20am yesterday 'It was carrying yoimgsters from Cantrell Primary School in BulweJl along with teachers and some parents.Those on the bus v̂ere helped offil before standing in the road looking in horror at the wreckage.Ten youngsters, aged nine and ten, were taken to Leicester Royal Infirmary wiUi cuts and bruises before being released later.The remaining 40 were returned to die school on a coach to meet their parents.Parents of the injured children were talcen on a coach 10 tlife liospiial.Ralph Swrmai}, acting head of the school, spes about tbo "'.errible accident”, said; “The local au- dionty ivili launch an inquiry into what ha.s happened. The police will be involved and we will liiily co-operate with that.“The emergency services have been outstanding and close contact has been kept with all of the families invoived.”The pupils wore on their way lo the New Walk Museum in Leicester when, die crash happened, dose to the junction of Tigers Way and Lancaster Road.A ten-year-old pupil who ivas on the bus said: T was on tiie lower deck of tlie bus. It '.v.s3 horrible when jr tiappened. 1 saw some of iJic children with blood on therrii'"';;, " {V" '/vy:■A taxi driver who was foUov/ing tlie bus said that wnen ue savy it aeaiiuig aowm me roao towarob me 12ft 3Ln bridge, ho sounded his horn to attract the driver’s attention, but tlie driver carried ou.T vvo fire engines attended and police closed Tigers Vny towards the rugby stadium betiveen Regent Road and liic bridge.

Cnnsrrucrion worker Craig Howard, 31. of Leicester, told how he pulled the driver from the v.Tecked bus.When I got on tlie bus I saw the driver shalling and ...............  lOffrcry 'in jloo' . _ . _time -i iiistsavv the crash and warned to get the kids off.The driver of the AOT Travel bus was spolcen to by police but was noi arrested.Mike Rogers, owner of the bus company said the driver v/ss unhurt and a .hill ihternai inve.stigation would be carried out into the incident."He phoned up to say he is all right bat dial’s about il. I have not spoken to him Mly,” he said.“That’s ail we know at tiie moment until we get him back. We just hope that all the children are OK."Mr Rogers said die driver was experienced and had worked for tlie company for two spell.s, having re­cently relumed a month ago. He added that die trip was a ''one-off” job rather than a contract.Parents and children involved in the crash ai*e to be offered counselling lo help them recoverCoun. David Mellen, portfolio holder for cliildren’s services at Nottingham City Council, said' “Ws have sent some of our services, including some expei*ts, to provide support to the children and others in­volved.“We have felt all along that Uie most important tiling for us is that ihe children are rsimited wirli then- uarents.“Wliat has happened is terrible b'ut at the same time it is good there vieren't any more serious injiu-ies.“The school have don.e an exceUeni job given the very challenging circumstances.”marcusDoocockS'nsttinghamsveningpDsUo.iili

ring,” he said. 'T helped the police carry him off. He
»ked really young. I wasn’t'feeling roii^lung at tlie W O R D S  O F CO RfFO RTJ A policem an speaks  to shocked youngsters after Ihe 
16 --ijiistsavv the crash and warned to get the kids All that w as left of th e  b u s  and , right, police arrive at Cantrell Primary School in B

accident in Leicester. Belowf; 
Buiwell.

L\?:, VHs OTUCK ON
A HlUT

/oH,.JCiw, '-?oa 'f&<>r;TfAGP.nvniifSf-> j
HH's n o r )

iis
i-CA- is £ua-: 

e.  pur-i 
CpgCTATOP

?i?OP-Xvrp>.

is r o iig h ’s  t s in s  
ra a k liii m iisfc
A MUSIC event for teenagers is faking place in Badcliffe-on- Trenl on Sunday.Rushcliffe Sound, a free event which showcases tfie musical talents of youngsters in the borough, taiies place from 6..30pin lo 9.30pin at The Grance Hail "Yoimg people will receive awards for their achievemsms this year, including accredited 'work undertaJien through the county council's youtii serince.
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t o ' t o  r r o f ' i s ^ r i o o e i ^ t o

off. hornfied .oarorns .'ushed to the school sfier lieai'ing (he nev's. . j  . . kS ,  '!■• - > » ■ reaorts

■
■■

’ - -‘'r-ia£o "-»it 'jG is eurviisci Ji'iih nffi'num-3;idE..
to??O aa^-a.^S?fA

'S. 'kflL'i'fi I'as -Old o t le r iic frcr
S' iicanng aoouf a ous urasl' 
.nvntv/ing '-er c,aughisr 

-3i!cJa Psn/ean had an
emdtional j©ur)ion i.witji ft
yssi'Cic. AlTiaas a,5i outside 
C an’ ^el' '^nnan» School ir 
pjut'fi'eli '/esierday''''t'̂ l̂lnaas was':dr̂;',to52v''.;l:<'̂
sciv jo ichildren o r « double 
decider ous \n/hich crashed 
irxic, A '•ai!'’i/8v onage m 
Leicr-isier ai 10 2Qsrn yesterday.

iViH Panipsn neard aloout 
ihe smash ‘jvhiie sne w'as aL

She sa id' '» had r  call and 
'w»s .'sr,' shoctced o heartoKM>li3d;Sappehe.rftodu .: :,■ ,
aboo- youruh itd  - .emg on 3 
0 0 & ih3> crashes •'5fhii& on 3t C . t ■:' 

I he (orii 01'  ihQ ous •'■ras 
nrioed oiY .r Jie im psot ot the

. ' ;.|y?s;Pafveen.added; ,, ; didn't know unul ielsi nov.':isd the crash was.■>f:/t'She is.Very'traumstised., t, :.Sh®î  S®®hspmetiqtTlb!e , ihinoii including children j.riihdhtoedt:-' : f . " ■' - ' 
V'-! thing. ■
'̂fqrfTtig\?rahftddw^  ̂ to'.get.my'";. ';\.{Ja;ughtep;h’gft5eI'“.''' \: „' .•' :'
infirman/ 'with minor injuries 'While die lerr'aming «0 came 

'■ b ack  io  school on a coach. \'f''''V' 1 hey sirn’ifed bacK av around 3.-1 had, '•oeen gathering 31 ihe sohool .‘hfOiighout «ne day -c greet 
them. \'k\■»h£ /rjungf.sters aged nine r:nd ten. ueie lea sir&ighi mu..
the.:schoo.t to  bb-heunited iwitf)
che'irtiatents. ' ."Shoriiy eher rhoy came out .vith 'hemi maisy kjoking •le'y

.^leaboh-'Tlisy b'esded '

.AhadierpafBntr didb't '.'aru cc he lamed said "kis suer a feliej lO h3''s my son . home.‘He has oeen through n lernble ordeal coday. When you .send I'our diiidren on a. =?chool ii'p you don - orepore , rourself ■'or diis -ind o1 thixcg happening inerr, ‘., ■ 'Busy 'M0amŝ r3O:<Mss'one Cl' .he fii'ST parents ‘o am''e at <he schocDl as her len-'-ear old 'f,!sobî sbb.':k',aS'.ohihg:buŝ  ':v 'She said ‘ I am *er\' relieusd Kane is line. I just 'vani lO see him >hen I'il be less anxtous, “lam Curbing .aboî iflrj ,has nappeneo.. Vou don’1 ,eKpo£̂'ftis,,f©baApeh toy chila 'i-fhen ihev ar- going on a senoo! xrip,. .' i .lad 5 call earlier m the;..day‘:.̂  '.̂ bme kno w'̂ yhat hadhaopeneo. i nawe been in shock ever since.'

1 « mmmm
m M i

[vrE!Or.RPEP'S wife has denied ask 
lort' and how rnach'^" lo have her 
ind killed a court hearci 
■an Bacon. 55, said she teiiied tier 
-iichael. '21 asking about Uie cost cif 
'm g her daughter m ia'Ws car 
■ orosecators allege

ind N'/gej '?acon niurdered.
Bacon. 50.. die.d :after being s.^bbed 

le .the caupfe'si.Hojne. '^eeper'.s Coh 
, i8SB, „ ' , ne^' 
Oumber

r V ' K . Q i i  'hfotcernfaet"' 'fk§:;':26i.5QQ8,.-', , :
i-'“ ter -Joyce 

''"proseoih 
told a' ̂ ury-

. Oroir/n Conn

S73san
.an'd ' M i' ■ ba.-''

'-■on used "umTiKrGable" phones ui Uie 
isre^ts bMcmeMi'Bsbqn'SideattiMari’̂ g e  
'̂ Oie-ikiilihg..'' /.

;vir -iovcG said .'drs Bacons mobOe 
phone records siiowi=rJ one ot her hand­
sels had been used ic c.a!] co-ar'’used

Sul .■'U.-' tlacon ?3-d sJie irjsi ibe pJione 
on No''oriber ?l) and denied using it " j  
'.3Jl “ete’ jsr-xines on Ci*-' day ot I'm Bd-
con'sdeabx/'', ' _

'<s's "'C^f >sea' fiiaS'.:been.'' gomCg': 'dn. 
be.t\«.eenybb:'3hd'yomtev5on->;' ' ' •'■■ '"S- ‘h-Qf̂'''sSi3d
how much’ and to noi inaice an'ajigp
'mebts^Mh.ight’'''̂  '

-.OMhe 'ia^ ; he sMcbf‘̂ puf.w era:^kitig. 
'.viicLiaei lUSt naw nas 1* going lo is ̂ f '■ ,, ;;

,. ,MMfba^D.,.i(iehied.ithe cia ln i-aM  
‘he I'ouri 'ihe nad nokfiing 'O go witli her 
'h.usbaiM'«:beabi. 'k  ■.

She '-aid »wasn t i o chai Ĵ e of a plot ro

get fuv hubband beaien up or kiJJed 
‘ii v.ia.'sn’t my idea i '''■'ouJdn't have 

harm ed a bam ori bis bodv.'
'^he prosecution alleges boih Susan 

and .Vffirhaej Bacon had been ringing 
peoDk' (O iind someone to murder I'fr 
Bacon 'who ■'Uso ran a security compant'

; Hokfevei llM
had oeen i mgmg cLiwn..s to vtv and rlr'irn 
up bu.siness fur Utecumpan-'

"V'Mth the ‘"corioii.m climate as u w£«. t 
’'/ouia h.0vf̂  gone dmT7.'iiere lor -afork.” she 
said. ' . f  ■ ,

The phone used 'o caU ivlr lecques '.va.s 
, 'sGxiii& 'bk':

garden of i^o-accused Sean Vuoodcock. 
'>̂ ©•5''' Bacob- :is,■:bhja%4b̂ '' k̂d̂ K;3h:im 

ajongside tviicnael Bacon ol "i^orasvvntU-- 
AvoiiuG Mai-Lsbeld Woodhouse Sean 
’■'ondersek - 2  or,vJ'.;pJctoft ^yanus raaos-
.fiejb'^l^bpdhobs,e.;4#:&teto^^
Chark-“;viorth Sr̂ -erii 3oLso'v°r T'lmv ai' 
deny die j .

r to M iC b S T ;
:FÎ  men have: been, char.ged : after allegedly taldng part in a. robbery in. O.lierton.ihls m§ek. f&Secuyifyguafd,:alertea police .on Weifiiesday saying he bad been attapked aiid.:£ied.;up:', at BougMon Industrial .Estate, aearilllertoii, : ,Officers .arrested five men ̂ in a. vehicle a short distance awayThe.security guard wasnof , seriously Iturt in the mcideotRobert Camidge,. S3, of Appleton Road, Blidworfli, Mansfield, and Tarquin .James, IS, of .Mugeiit .Gardens, St , Ann’s, have bothbeen charged with false imprisonment and robbery . ' . ,, , •. ..James Jackson, 20, of : Twycross Road. Bestwood, Is charged with false ., unprCsonment, robbery and . possession of a Class B drug. Two l6-year-old boys, who cannot be ham&d„xDr legal, reasons, have also been charged with false imprisonment and, robberyThe five appeared at , îatisfield Magistrates Court yesterday .and wers remanded m custody until January IL

H i i®  # f

:THE parents of an eight-year- old girl who was .foimd hanged in her bedroom have appeared in coiirt charged with diild neglect,Charlotte .Avenaii died at her home in Moor Street Mansfield, on September 12.Hermother, Susan Moody, 24, and stepfather, Simon Moody,32, were bailed by Mansfield magistrates until January 22,

A CHRISTMAS extravaganza was talcing place today in Biiborough,.People were Invited to Harvey Hadden Sports Complex in Wigman.Road to enjoy fair rides and ,fireworlcs from noon to 8pm, , ,
L o c a l bands and ch o irs  are 

also perform ing. ,

Jfif/ J  s f if liie fc #
W'"S7'i ‘Y n K i ' t
POLICE are holding a coffee morning at the,Bell InnV Main Road, Smalley near Dkestort. on Monday, from 12.30pffi., to- meet residents of .Smalley: .Mapperley and Shipley To book a place 03110345123 33 33. ■ ^
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REPORTING OF SUICIDE

Case 6

A woman complained to the Press Complaints Commission that an article contained excessive 
detail about a method of suicide in breach of Clause 5 (ii) (Intrusion into grief or shock) of the 
Editors’Code of Practice.

The article reported an inquest hearing into the death of a man who had taken his own life by 
inhaling helium. The piece noted that the man had bought a ‘blow up balloon kit', which 
included ‘helium canisters’, and had died after ‘inhaling too much' of the gas. The complainant 
said that this method of suicide was uncommon and that, by revealing such excessive detail, the 
newspaper was likely to encourage copycat suicides.

The newspaper said it was aware of the Code's requirements on reporting suicide and had sought 
to remove detail about the method used in this case, in order to limit the chance of others 
copying it. For instance, it had not reported how precisely the gas had been inhaled, or the 
quantity that would generally lead to death. In the context of a straightforward inquest report, the 
newspaper argued that it would have been improper and misleading not to have revealed the 
basic means by which the man had died.
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j, [ i E i b i j i r  i Irii,I'l i i [ :  iH fJp ih n  m !

Hanu 
to tain

I baltoon kit 
Is omi life

j i l l  O ill'I-S l Ilia n  fflepressei 
a 6 o il 1 ills  'ife ig lii; s a ii ow i^  
€0111? ?»; osli l i i i l l i e s s  afte;r 
a F € ia illo iis lilp  | jr i,ik - iiii  
fecllaci J iiiiis e lf  ’‘OTtli a  'blow 
wp balloon, ld ,t
Toiij' .Rodskjmi, pictoed rigM, who 

€d..2S stoD©„ .planned bis sttieide 
bj- Tniliii|-Ms >laj±est tlwnglite ui a. 
'•poigiianr ■' discj* for monflis.
,A:n inquest was told how the SJ- 

yaai’-old esploced diflerent, wb!?® to 
end Ms life axtd toight a liaJlOTi, kit 
complete wiUi helium emlsierg 
tflieli in J'ajjiiai*!,-

Bat it was not, tuitil .April S3 fliat 
Im was found dead on, Ms boat where 
to  liiffitL, ha%'i:ngiiilml6cltoci:nmcli of 
'ii.e gas.

,A n.e;ig'liboiti' called police who 
found hfs body and the diary wMeli 
told liow ha ,lia.cl, bean, ,fec4ia|r low

s l U S i l i i i i i i
EiB; JL® i3f'.ae

since Jauua-j; There were a,1sc« sui­
cide notes, easli aiid,roudiersm>B.rth, 
EE3 as well as an. A4 sliest of paper 
tijsl, said “Do n ot resuscitate^' ' 

Firefighters had to remove Mr 
Eodakjaer'is body duo to his w®ight„ 
franhis boat ta'Oceaji Quay Marina
j.n.,BeMclereR«icl. *

PC Ro'bert Hooks told, 
Soii'tti,a;it!,pto.n, Ceiiangcs'' Court 'Umt 
Mr Eodateiaer w a s  a large diabetic 
male m'lio liad split up wi,m liispait- 
jisa' last yeiai' and le ft his job due to 
his growing weight problem and 
clmbites. He ivas woEtiecI about Ms 
financial petition and was En»lcing 
and drinking heavily “
A post-mortem ” revea.l,ecl. Mr 

IcdskjaeK who was Inalf Finnish 
mcl, half EriiisiL died .froin, Ijeliiim

inlwlaUai u ltlm uji fc ’bH emM m l 
be- Icsletl becai'fse'lliece arc- no labs 
ill Llw KC ftat produce the sc-mce.

He was alinod Iwite iJie drink- 
drive lim it.

RoeorcUng a siiicicte verdid coro- 
ii®T Ifeill'i Wiseman, said Mr 
PsAstJaer Tar. a man t Mi a gcoi 
sc-n-e of hmnoiir and a mmiher of 
diku'ent abiliUes but said Iw m z  
dearly dc-pre£5«1 atoul Thai his life 
lKld,f0i’hirii.

Ho Aided dial Uio tliai'i'' mpuri "a 
poi.pi an i, dociuricnl beeaiise 
i’lobody u'as aware of his long 
p.lKimedieatii.

Speaking afiei' Uio hoaring. Hr 
rtocld:jaef‘,s e.v t'pjiriieniaf J2 ĵ iaars, 
Joamic GiiUrters., saicl; 'H© had 
chaisiita vriOi a graal sense of 
hmnour and v’eu quidt off Oie 
mark. He sjciued to j ir t  have a men­
ial block Then it e,ira® iobb woigliL 
Ho L irugglod iriOi But."
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MSCfflMINATION

Case 7

Clare Balding complained that an article in ThC' Sunday Times 4iscriminatedmgainst her in̂  
breach of Clause 12 (Diserimination) of the Editors’ Code of Practice. , -  , ,

The:article, by AA Gil, reviewed the complainant’s felevisiofi pro^anime,' Sritein ;by Bike. la it, 
he referred, to' the' eomplainant' as,' a “dyke on 'a,hike’'k She' ^considered''this.:to, be a pejorative 
reference'to'her''Sexu-aiity and 'Irrelevant'to/the;.''pr#graittine.. The hart,^was'eoii|poiindedby a in«k' 
apology by the'columni,':st''forprevio'ijsly-sayirig:thtt she le'ofced“ilke:a,'M'g lesbian” ' v' ' , '

The nwspapef said That'its coiumHist was well ioowii for'Ms.acerbte''aad sometimes tasteless 
sense of humour: 'he was a “eontroversialist who '̂parsues the 'English tradition of'lampooemg and 
ridiculing public figures”. It pointed out that Mr Gill :had been the subject of 62 ,PCC complaints 
in the last five years, which had not been upheld (on freedom of expression grounds). There was 
no reason why — in an age where homosexuality carried little social stigma — the reviewer could 
not discuss the sexuality of a TV presenter who had no problem with being openly gay.

In addition, the newspaper drew attention to two organisations called Dykes on Bikes (an 
American lesbian motorcycling movement; and a UK-based cycling movement) whose members 
had reclaimed the word “dyke” as an empowering, not offensive, term. It argued that an 
individual’s sexuality should not give them an “all-encompassing protected status”.

The complainant indicated that she was not demanding special treatment, simply the same 
treatment as everybody else. She asked the newspaper to apologise.
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aCHARD BROOKS

T hey were called guards or
wardefs. and often looked and 
acted as H they were In charge 
of prisoners. Except that they 
were employed by our 

museums and galleries. Try to talk lo 
them about a Matisse or a Htet, and 
you Would be treated as if you were on 
Prisoner; Cefl Slock H.

Now the Tale has sensibly decided to 
introduce a new breed of vlsito' 
assistantshappy, smiley graduates 
%vho can actually tell their Manet from 
their MonsL They w ill be sNsn nice 
open-necked purple shirts and 
charcoal-coloured traussre. and will be 
encouraged to engage with the public.

Out. too, go She old-style giMrOi/ 
wealers, and In their place come 
security officers dressed In smart black 
suits with purple ties. They have been 
asked to be re.>;pectfulol visitors. So 
you w ill now be told, "Rease, sir. do not 
nicic thalTumer off our w all”

.An AiTierican book' 
on Agatha ClwAiJe 
liaslAa'huAwnd

,UOH'' nCci i' cj
..>urr(;'V‘ shc(:'p ni.nc'ii

'M Meanwhile, thaTate,alungwlth 
sU other museums, galleries and 
arts bodtes, has a far more pressing 
problem on Its hands: cuts of 
between Z5% and 40%.

Yet the Department of Dulture, 
which may see its own staff numbers 
slashed in half, wants to keep our 
big instituUons— the ones with 
worldwide rspufaUsns that bring in 
the tourists — as Intact as passible.

i ’m a great advocate o f tree 
admissions to our nationally run 
museums and galleries, but this 
might be the time to charge tourists 
to enter. Each weekend, a t least 
hvB-thIrris of those a t the Sridsh 
Museum or Tate seem to be from 
QVQi^eas, delighted to  go free when 
in their own countries they pay.

Of course, the culture department
— whose boss, Jeremy Hunt, wants 
tm early settlement to gain Brownie 
points fnsmNo 20and the Treasury— has to apply cuts. Butin  return, 
tfte government must enable the 
private sector to plug the gap 
dirough tax brealts for individuals 
and companies tha t donate. For

example, Royal Opera House, which gets more corporate guests than any 
other arts kganlsation, should raise 
more p rtva^ money to  supplement 
Its sisable ̂ r ts  Council grant 

Butw lllj^te  council be brave 
enough to ̂ ueeze  Covetd: Barden, 

if Us smaller •e? ttls the 
lUerles and 

p e rfo rm fn ^rts  companies that are 
clearly m r i t  threatened.

CuUurellhlnistcr Ed Valzey wanU 
more phiUmUiropists to "come out” . 
One indivldualhas recently given 
£25m to i^ iid s  the British Moseum's 
planned extension, but he refuses to 
Identify himself. VafzeywanU 
donors n ^ e d  to encourage others 
and is eve^ thinking of an annual 
phllantbreplst list, sim ilar to this 
paper's U s t

31 ihougl^I recognised the repeated
bravos" aitlie  end of Rachmaninov's

astweek.it was Ben Bradshaw,
n for the 

jlmonTrpceski.
i | 3s a plus side for the 
’ refory.1 the hapless Vaitey. 

who thought he had landed hls.dream 
job only tvyp months ago. Now it's a 

' ' '  ■ j  loves bis arts.

^  Does R^hard Attenborough know 
he is mai«|ed to the actress Sylvia 
Syms? H«1s according to a new

rof Agatha Christie by the 
named Richard Hack, 

author. The refersnea 
ih and his ‘'w ife"

Simj is In a chapter 
about Th#:MDUsetrap, in whose 
original cast the couple appeared.

The w rite r also describes Penge 
golf clubiiWherB Christie’s husband 
played, axbeing “ near a sheep ranch 
in Surreys, i did not realise Surrey, 
which Hssk calls "Storey County”  as 
if it weredn America, had ranches.
He also has Yorkshlta as "Yorkshiro 
County”  and gives the Swan hotel in 

re Chrisde fled while 
ikdown, a postcode 
re i t  got one.} biography comes 
which tu ^  pidiUshed 

some qiMStionabte showbiz titles, 
includinfa ridiculous one on Clenn 
Miller bya certain Hunton Downs,
He sounds more like some hills in 
Surrey County,

S  A rarsasitol good news. Liverpool 
Central Ubrary, a Grade Il-listed 
building doting back to I860, is to get a 
facelift through a £50m private finance 
initlalive.^Amszingly. the money from 
this Oft-knocked form of financing is 
guarant^d by the cash-strapped 
culture department.

n'chofdiwoDta(a>sunclQy-b‘mes,co.u|(

; -’sn

if f  JflW rw l,

“*N  ̂ ** I ‘F r „

Humping in tents: a great British tradition
neverwalclj golf, bu! I looked in ailiiccnd 
of ihu whaiew:r*ii-was in Scolland iax 
.Sunday, ivhere ihey play for a Vicinrisn 
curlsrd boal. It rcaliy is spectacularly d ill as a speclaior sport, h tnigh! be like an 

aflemnnn in Hugh Hefner's den In play, hut 
waidiing ft Is abysmal, f understand (iiat 
failing to pick up the nuanced incremental 
CMilmnent and baliutic elegance of the 
game is entirely my loss ami thal many of 
you will have been utterly enraptured by 
iho gaj' parade of lire most Ejnbajfawingly 
dressed men in the world. TcU me honesliy, 
do you golf chaps rcafly look at (his stuff 
and think; “ i wonder where he gol hJs 
shurl-sleeved nylon shin with the logos 
from r Or: "Wow! A ginger ponytail with a 
baseball cap. Cool louk.”

Leaving lhat aside, I'd never aciuaily come 
across Peter Alllss before. Oh, my word! 
Obviously, f’d heard of him. He’s been 
around since before gutta-percha. He prob­
ably invented the caddy. Rut I’d never aclu* 
aJh’ liad llie singular expciienee ofiiaviug to 
listen lo him. Has he always talked like that, nt lx ihlx .mmc cliaritahJa dotage thing, poor 
old chap? Because Alliss is by I'ar, far and 
away, by a good 3011 chip out ofa bunker for 
a birdie, lire worst sponscasler i have over 
come across, ever, and that's a crowded held. 
He just meanders off on some embarrass­
ing private .stream of consciousness about

AAGILL

0

tills cmciic strea 
eously like a mir 
house. It seems ■ 
was bui'bliiig i

1 of Priiigli: was so hid- 
tr character in IYj Ŵ ode- 
imehnw Imnic that AJlis.s 

matliai! Ross tvas

m The Open {BBCL. Sunday)
Britain by Bike (BBC4, Tuesday)

IS Britain Goes Camping (BBC4, 
Tuesday)
g  Don't Stop BBlieving IFive, Sunday)

sunsets and ooh girls ihc.se days and that's 
just the surf of game it is and liters's a magic 
here and lookat that sunset and the old ways 
weren't all had you knmv. and If 1 liad Umc 1 
could leli you a QiUig or two aboul Oofy 
Prosser. And would you look at that, and did 2 aention the .tun.fc£ and lJto.5e gi/1.5? Ji jva.r 
tike listening to a toby |ug have a stroke. 
There was an excoriating provincial prim­
ness and a repressed snobbery lu it ail. and 
it went on and on. Alliss must be able lo dear 
a clubhouse bar overa single gin and tonic.

Whal was unintentionally funny is that

departing. 1 understand tliai the Venn 
diagrams of fans of Riw-s and Aillss ate 
probably dtdes iJial iiever overiappeii, but 
It has to be said that Ross is a icirihc 
broadca.sicr and a tonibie loss to the BBC; 
and Alliss. t^ li,  Alliss isn't.

Wliich brings me quite naturally to Clare 
Balding on a bicyde in Devon. Some time 
ago, 1 made a cheap and frankly unnecessary joke abaui Clare Balding hoklng like a big 
icsbian. And alkrwards somebody lugged 
my sleeve to point out that she is a big les­
bian, and 1 fell foolish and guilty. So I'd like 
to take ihis opponunily to apologise. Sorry.

Now back lo the dyke on a bike, puflrng 
up the nooks and crannies at the bottom end 
of ihc naiioii, Clare lold us dial iiic poKi! of 
Britain by Bike was to retrace the journeys 
made by .somenne we've never heard of in 
books dial are long out of print. Well, I'm up, 
for that.So wo i'oUuwad Dare’s mu.iciilar back- 
.sidc towards Ilfracombe, stopping tin the 
way for an exhaustive look at a tvatcr- 
powered Ufi and some views of a disaster, 
'Ihc tfisasler had thousands of people 
drowned In their beds and ihclr house 
washed away wlien two rivers went menial.

!l was son of inicrcsling. but a bit of a 
downer, a convetsairon-siopper for s holiday 
programme. When Clare wa.s .saying, "l.nnk 
ai thal view over lliete," ive weve llunkmg of 
tvhule lamiliBS choking for llic ir last breath. 
Next week. Clare cycles to Wale.s and lakes 
in samiu Aberian, belore a leisurely pedal 
liirough the Highland clearances.1 warm lo Clare Hi' n pmenler. Away hum 
sport she has a uo’.nlorlable, no-nonsense 
enthusiasm: when every other glri on televi­
sion is winsome andcoqueiush,u's a relief lo 
be talked to by someone who isn't flltung 
dotvTi the Jens. Though i’m not sure tins is 
much of a formal; I’d like to see bur as a 
sturdier Judith QraJmers. pos.!ib!y in 
ledethosen. I wonder if the prodiicuon icam 
noUced thill, even tlirough three layers of 
Vlyella and Gore-Tex, Clare has hemicaliy 
assertive nippies.

And now. wdijou; a luiil of double enten­
dre or innuendo, we're olf camping, in Brit­
ain Goc.< Camping. A.? .to ofien nnTV. wbsi 
wc really wanted to sec was the planning 
meeting that decided Ihis was going to be 
great broadcasting, tint iii.sl as a segment of 
Blue Peter, but a whole 15 hours of nonstop 
guy-rope fan. Even now it's ail mrer. I’m not 
entirely sure ihis wasn’t a practical jote 
made by ihc Top Gear pradociion team.

it had a voice-over that defied aeduliiy. 
“ Whal people forget is whal a great

iimovaiiou tlic btcycfo was." "Widi bicycles 
you could get further out of fown- ’ "The 
mtilorcarallcnved penplo in carry more,’" ‘Fnr 
ihe first time camping meaiii that working 
people could hare cheap holidays. There 
were yards and yards nl tliexe lhmtgh!le,5,s 
truisms, interspersed ividi interviews with 
people who had been camping lor a very 
long bme or who claimed to write lor spe­
cialist camping magazines. Ihey seemed lo 
have something odd about them --  had ihcy 
been lei oul of sheltered accomroodaimn? 
And I suspect thal quite a number indulged 
in the sorts of hobbies that can get you 
awarded an exclusion order.

J’ro not sure I'm passing on how supe^ 
naturally tedious this programme realiy was. 
It Wits heroically tedious, wiliaiidy uiiiiitercsi- 
ing, panoramically bereft of any moment of 
anilcipauon, and f roust grudgingly admit m 
its own way it was imptessivc. It tvas reiy like 
camping. The one and only camping loy it 
failed in addfc,« tva.? the single pJea-stirc ihal 
look most people camping m tile first place; 
to hare sex t«ih people ihcy couldn't lake 
home. Humping in iem.=; l,s a memnrahic and 
vital pari of so many adolescences, Baden- 
Povwsll said, after camping, leave nothing 
behind but your dianks, but millions oficon- 
agers could add, and yourvuguuiy.

Don't ilo p  Believing is an obvious steal, 
not mmciy from one. but two cuirenl TV

successes. Jlic liile shouts Glee; the format, 
Tlje X Factor. It Is a talent contest for song 
and dance group-i. ranging Drun choir.s in 
hanJluis ot oui-ol-wurk musical actors. It 
JooJffid rather )Jkc an entrant in a conies! to 
find comesiants for a new talent show. It was 
auditioning iiself with more enthusiasm ihan 
pariiKhe. The set looked like a church hail 
that had done wonders with tinsel. The 
judges mlgln have been people swept up 
trom die lobby of Smooth FM; they sverc as 
unknown as the kids they were going lo 
judge. The only recognisable face was one of 
the Spicc Girls. 2 can'i say precisely wliich 
otic, except it wasn’t Robbie Wdlianis.

The sliDw brought us sis acts, one of 
whom would go thrnugli to the final. Thi.s 
would be cliostii by popular vole, whicli 
meant i2iat by far and away the least talented 
comestanix ivnn because they had llm mn.sl 
saccharine and paiheiically tvinstmie back- 
story and because they came from Scolland. 
ft’s a well-known but unspoken fact of talent 
shows that die contestants from the Celtic 
edges of the nation do well because their 
home countries vote clannishly, so being 
Welsh. Northern Irish or from Dundee gives 
Smu 3 huge aclvantage. as does Jiaving a large" 
number of members. Areally embarrassingly 
amateur choir ol' about SO that had one 
prominent member with lung cancer and 
about two dozen rvliQ sang as i f  they had did 
wel) because ail their aunties would vote. 
Phone polls on lalem .shinv.s ate a-s fair and 
iKasoiiaWe as lliey arc for the Emovisioii 
Song Contest, and litis being Five, 1 doubt 
anyone got much beyond triple figures. Rat 
who cares i”

Ensemble groups lend to cover recent pop 
hits and yet more 1980s power ballads, so 
the audience will react to the sung rather 
liiun If? their singing, Tiic whole process has 
so swifdy become formulaic marapitlaiion. 
and cynically predictable, that the laleiil- 
show genre must be looking to go die way 
oi Big aroihcr. It will be interesting to see If 
lliis show ups the ante for the cunenl sale of 
Five to either Richard Desmond or Channel 4. There Jiavc been qucaiium asked aboul 
ivhelhcr there would be a conflict of interest 
to have many media outieis in one person's 
liaiids. Don’t be so silly, it’s Ricliard Des­
mond. It's lire Express and the Star: haidiy 
counts a.s media.

You may have heard that Battionn 
Hoimes. the tajented and popular leJcvision 
per-sonabty, ha.-; made a formal cnmplaiiU lo 
lire BBC He is uniiappy with a BBC! series 
that persists in broadcasUng Jokes about him 
being a fat, vain, humourless, self-indulgBiU 
lard bucket. Holmes would like it to be 
known ihai he can take a joke like the next 
man. as long as dm next man is Kim Jong-il.
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PCC Services
C o m p l a i n t s  h a n d l i n g

A n t i - h a r a s s m e n t  s y s t e m

P r e - p u b l i c a t i o n  w o r k / p r o a c t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s

I n f o r m a l  a d v i c e

T r a i n i n g / U p d a t e s
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T h e  C o d e  o f  P r a c t i c e

1 6  s e c t i o n s  i n  t o t a l :

A c c u r a c y  ( c a u s e  o f  m o s t  c o m p l a i n t s ) ;

P r i v a c y  ( m o s t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l / c o m p l e x  a r e a ) ;

N e w s g a t h e r i n g  ( C o d e  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t  w h a t  is  

p u b l i s h e d )
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M f  O ti B ifd  i j f  L o n d o n  c o w p te in s d  to d t i6  P r s s s  C u n ii i iia i i iis  v ,'ij i in iiis iiu r«  iriO*. & 
bloci p o s t iK i  o iv th o  S p e c ta to r 's  i i ' t b s i t e ,  p y b lis l ie a  o n  n U o w J fo tie i Lwoo. 

c o n ts in e c l in a c c u r o te  in fo rm a tio n  in  b c s a c h  o f C la u s e  i i.i^ .u u atd uvt e t i>i« L 4 « o » a  

C o d t  o f P r a c t ic s

T h s  p o m f  Jaint w a s  v p l i e l i  ^

T} i 8  p ie c e  u n d e r  c o n ip la in t  w a s  a it  e n t r y  o n  R o d  L itld fe  s  re g u ta t  iito g  fs r  th e  

S p e c ta to r 's  w e b s ite  It s a tt i  th a t  " th e  w s M h e im m g  m a fo n ty  o f s t r e e t  c r im e .

Irnif® c r im e , g u n  c n n ie  r c b b e ty  a n d  c -fim s s  o f s e x u a l  v io te n c s  in  L o tid o n  is  

.ca.fri.0i l  o u t b y  yo u riG  m e n  ffo.iti th s  A fn c s n - 'C s r ib b e a n  .c o n n n u n ity  l a s  

c o w p ta in a n t  s a id  t h a t  w a s  n o t th e  c a s .e  a n d  p o in te d  to  s ta t is t ic s  p ro d u -csd  b y  

th ®  M in ..is tfy  o f J i is t ic f i  iM o J } . w h ic h  s h o w e d  th a t  in  th e  a r e a  c o v p ie d  b y  i.h8  ̂

M it-fo p 'O lttan  p o lic e  fe rc e , th e  n is jo i i t y  o f a r r e s ts  fo r n o tif ia b le  o f fe n c e s  w e r©  o f  

w 'liite  p..to.ple in c a te g o r ie s  cjefin.ed a s  'v ie le r ic e  a g a in s t  th e  p e rs o n ' a n d  ‘s e x u a l  

o ffe n c e s ’ . W e e k  p e a p ls  m a d e  u p  3 2 %  o t a r t 's s ts  b 8 3 «  o f a r re s ts  for lo b -b s iy  

w e r t  o f b la c k  p e o p le  b u t th a t  -w as n s t  a.ti 'o v srw h e lfT iin g  m s io n ty  T h e  M o d  

s ta t is t ic s  d W  n o t g ive  spi.ecifi.c f ig u re s  to r k.m fe c f in ie  o r g u n  c r a n e

T h e  .m a g iz m e  p.rowcl.ed s o m e  e w c le n c e  to  s u b s ta n t ia te  th e  f ig u re s  a  B B C  repw it. 

w h ic h  q u o te d  a n  ln s p .« c to r  in  th e  T fic t'e rt U n it o f th e  M e tr o p o li ta n  protice a s   ̂

s iy in g .  th .at ‘fo r th r e e  o u t o f  e v e r f  fo.yf .sho.otm gs in  L o n d o n  fh e  v ic tim  a n d  th.®
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% # Den season

M a i n s t r e a m  m e d i a  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e c o g n i s e  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s

S o m e  t h i n g s  d o  n o t  b e a r  r e p e a t i n g

T h e  ' p u b l i c  d o m a i n '  is  n o t  a  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  

e x c u s e
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• I

Q u e s t i o n s  t o  c o n s i a e r

H o w  w id e ly  a v a ila b le  is th e  in fo rm a tio n ?

W h o  u p lo a d e d  th e  m a te r ia l?

W h a t  s e tt in g s  h ave  b e e n  u se d  to  p ro te c t p riv a cy ?

W h a t is th e  q u a lity  o f  th e  in fo rm a tio n  (h o w  p e rso n a l is it; 
w h a t  is th e  c o n te x t)?

W h a t  is th e  p u b lic  in te re st?

H o w  is th e  m a te ria l p re se n te d ?
f*Sf*^*»  ̂ AINTn COMMISSIOM
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s o c i a l  n e t w o r k s

A p p l y i n g  t o  b e  a  ' f r i e n d '  c a n  b e  a c c e p t a b l e ,  

t h o u g h  r u l e s  o n  s u b t e r f u g e  a p p l y

I n  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  g r i e f ,  a p p r o a c h e s  m u s t  b e  

m a d e  w i t h  s e n s i t i v i t y
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S O U T H A M P T O N : D e i^ a tic  w a s  c ie p re sseci o v e r  t i s  w e ig h t aw tf fe la io n s l i ip  b re a k -u p

Man used baHoon kit 
to take his own iife

ClIlKSi: IMHI 
atiiHii Ills  anil
€*fnn<* mi'Hl! Ifnic*ljit«‘ss nf’t»‘r 
a raliH lfH istitp l»r«*alt-itp 
Iclilw l «?til a hl«w
lip  liaUcMii Itlt.

Tony p rtiiw t! rigfct.
W»WW3ClSa*lc«n®. |)l*nB*fl}Mi%siHrl*fc* 
Iw w rtt ii if hfc 4«A:«< thsmri’its m a 
"fjcifgKtni’ *:l«T l«r iiionlli*

An liMpast I*#* in W I'ici'w ili«* Tm- 
mny%. t'c»

mt4 l i l t  lll 't l iiiig lit ^ Ik'illctiii k it 
rttiiip|»l6 w ith fetflimii f«rii»lfe’‘-rs 
liic l. ill JaiEiary

Ik it It wAt ric>l tiRlII A |iril 23 that, 
tifr was c*ii his hctal w,h«tw
tw hmtng. iiihahs;itc« imieh r>f

tbiiiitl his IkxIv Mut tlw ijirfit’y whitTi 
lolcl hlt«i IhS'II hiW

Sy lira  lusss l

stoMi# J*iitwr"y Tlit>r» als*;i atit. 
t l i f t  natm. cash »i¥'| worth
StS3s:'i as wwll ns mi ,,%4 shts?l of irryer 
tlw t Bj.ifl “Do not '

F irtflg liin rs Iwn;! to rotn«>w* Mr 
ixirfy tlup !« hl» w»'»lghl 

fir:itn iiis l» *i in 'Oeean Mtm\' IT iritia 
id  IfMctoir* RwmI "

DC IM * r i  Ht»oh,s. !«ld 
Setufinjiipitii <A,ir«:>r»»rŝ  Court th*l 
H r  RfMlsl.tB.or' w«is » Imge dlattelif 
iB»fc? wholiatl spit! ttjj w illi hi,%pi!»rt- 
Itttf Inst yonr mikI lt?fl Ills |<,>b (liio to 
his_ grf»itlu.}i wnghi proirfwn fiitfl 

tl*;» w»s iilm it Ins
finamital |K«jti<» »imI wts rnmlting 
»im1 irtnk lng  hwwily 

A |Mrmiiiorioiii romAlod Mr 
Rc:*lsk|»ijr, vh« ivtu, halt ITiiiiish 
stwi h i l f  Itr'ilfeli, I'lfe'fl frvrni hdmn'i

H’ilMteHc»n tJiknigh Ifv tts  e«;»iil<l:n®i
in  t i - ,1. i j  111 n u i  th < l»  .«■« )*<•
in ili«» !JK tta t pwvlfl# th#„sii'yloi>.

I f f  wm tw it*  'lti« i f t itk *
T riw  liinM  ̂ ^

R#««w'»tii\i| »r micMI# »t3i*c|lfi: eepii- 
ti<»r K«itl» WlwHinti. s tt f. Ml? 

W«» <t Bliil): wltli, a 
«‘}f iwiBienir « * l  a nitBtter'irf- 

<M!Cr«t «l»llt!l«** but M ill }»  
oloti'ly' cle|imsiwy| iite ii l yrtia?t/lil.S;lilC 
I'lftift fc d ili* . '

Ilf* j i i iM  fla t ii<> ■ilkipy wii» *a 
pc*iyi»Mit . •fcrctmwiif' t»<Ksit.ttt* 
iio lw flj' t»*s imtitC' c i  Ii4# l i * f  
|lli wmaI ^

S|*:ailin,f *ft«sr tlr# M l ' '
m  f i t i l l i t a i lo f ; O 

•JtMlllfW* ClllllfWfAj t'ilfT
clinrltTOi w ith  a. gisMit ;•*©»» tftf
liitiBour iUKl 9B$ .cpick  ̂ttff 111#.
nwrk. Hi? •« j» « lto ia » t
i«l i.l.'o'k wlion It .-anil’ w«icht
ffeoii
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P i l l  w i m i a i i  t e l e p l i c i i i e i l  i i i i i n l i e r  t o  s m y  g c w id b y e

Pi i I iHsIhhI l»« !r ,\'..vcn)to  .'009
A I«»mnl i«  l i r i  i%<r «(i ,i l«»^ rn!«l had Isikctt « le th a l t -w k la il  o f a iilid c jirpssm ils  anti
ahHrtiwl, an entpe.sl l ip a n l
Wnr>;:u'e: I ’h it w .k  d|,-e.)vai'ii s iiim p td  ir liei u<l I- Vsia on W es la ii Wnv, l';irelhir:L liy  f\v« cpiircrijc*! 
isaases^.itv U till .Im '1 *1 0«f!i

< Mlicurh w iin  nn tva i ai i l i c , ik: at ahmi', S. -̂Otsin on \la y  l fcmal aH oJ'lUc car ifowrs weie open.

Mvi: I'mit, ot,
■ M 'tv 'i'K 'ii.s rM rM '
o t Sandy i ,vrc-. 1 iirh ik 'lti. had scan a lexi m o jv jpa  'm iv  her iroh ilc  phone lu im nnkr.own luimbcr ai 00..15an\ 
lira! m tirniiip .K,»»'iny v,,iuii>vc.

Her c iittl'im o i pill p iiekil:; for /d  labk'!'; o l -aniklcoressiHil A m iifb ty l it i i , : In i i  h3 were mis^inp,

Poiiamonth inrine-si hrni d M ik Pin it Iwd pror jo-t.dy HnlVcrcd f!'o!T! anxitny ansi tleprexsitui,

\  IH'.si m oil a i l  estnniiiMOon rnve.»!rtl ,\n<* i r a t ! ikm  almtwi Urn 'inc.-, !hc li.vrai'cuiic, dose ot aiitidcprexjunt 
Amiii'ipt)-. lin r ;««f w.w inorc Ihai! m  kx. o v n  Jiu-. V ia i dr-nl, aitive -iinii.

Its a 'PatniH oi y irs  Pirlt',! f  mv'v tai.;: 's |'e  n nx » w c I hn ;ci mid antivu member o f her local contm iiniiy, Her 
|vt;tsln|* Wiii! :•(> .Hid amt an eni'irm%<u> ahoek lu n;; ail,'

P ix'im linn n v 'crlV i d u ! \'lr? I*kP! iouk hn uwn iiH' w h if* (.iepressai, ro r tr in o iith  and soihIi-« wI Ikmp.shirc 
auruiici DavM iki.slcn said; 'Slu* h.id du.pnwsi.in ptuhV-i!,-. in die pnsl and il 'lecnw most likeh (hat it %vas e-ominp 
I"-1 ha apaiii, .van ihongh slic kept H hiduan t’rum everyone.’ ,
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F o r D is tr ib u t io n  to  C Ps

"...freed o m  o f exp ressio n  is -  and sh o u ld  be -  ap p ro p ria te ly  
re stricte d  by th e  Ed itors' C o d e o f Practice . C lau se  12 o f th e  C ode 
is c lear: n e w sp ap e rs m ust avo id  p re ju d ic ia l, p e jo rative  or 
irre le va n t re feren ce  to (a m o n gst o th e r th in gs) an in d iv id u a l's  
sexu al o rie n tatio n . Th e  C o m m iss io n  itse lf has sa id  th a t th e  use o f 
p e jo rative  syn o n ym s fo r h o m o se xu a l in d iv id u a ls  w ould  re p resen t 
a ce rta in  breach  o f th e  C ode.

In th is  case, th e  C o m m issio n  co n sid e re d  th at th e  use o f th e  w ord  
"dyke" in th e  artic le  -  w h e th e r or not it w as in ten d ed  to be 
h u m o ro u s -  w as a p e jo rative  syn o n ym  re latin g  to  the  
co m p la in a n t's  sexuality. T h e  co n te xt w as not th a t th e  re v iew er 
w as se e k in g  p o sitive ly  to "re c la im " th e  term , but rather to use it 
to  refer to  th e  co m p la in a n t's  se xu a lity  in a d e m e a n in g  and 
g ra tu ito u s way. T h is  w as an e d ito ria l lapse w hich  represen ted  a 
b reach  o f th e  Code, and th e  n e w sp a p e r sho u ld  h ave  ap o lo g ise d  
at th e  first p o ssib le  opp ortun ity."
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D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  -  E d i t o r s '  C o d e  C l a u s e  1 2

" i )  T h e  p r e s s  m u s t  a v o i d  p r e j u d i c i a l  o r  p e j o r a t i v e  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r a c e ,  c o l o u r ,  r e l i g i o n ,  

g e n d e r ,  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  o r  t o  a n y  p h y s i c a l  o r  

m e n t a l  i l l n e s s  o r  d i s a b i l i t y .

i i )  D e t a i l s  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r a c e ,  c o l o u r ,  r e l i g i o n ,  

s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s  o r  

d i s a b i l i t y  m u s t  b e  a v o i d e d  u n l e s s  g e n u i n e l y  r e l e v a n t  

t o  t h e  s t o r y . "
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