For Distribution to CPs

Materials for PCC seminar at

“Associated Newspapers, February
2011

41

MOD100039050



For Distribution to CPs

- PCC Seminar

MOD100039051



For Distribution to CPs

ACCURACY
Case 1

A man complained that a blog posting on the Spectator’s website contained inaccurate
information in breach of Clause 1 (Accuracy) of the Editors' Code of Practice.

The piece under complaint was an entry on Rod Liddle’s regular blog for the Spectator's website.
It said that “the overwhelming majority of street crime, knife crime, gun crime, robbery and
crimes of sexual violence in London is carried out by young men from the African-Caribbean
community”. The complainant said that was not the case and pointed to statistics produced by the
Ministry of Justice (MoJ), which showed that in the area covered by the Metropolitan police
force, the majority of arrests for notifiable offences were of white people. In categories defined
as ‘violence against the person’ and ‘sexual offences’, black people made up 32% of arrests.
58% of arrests for robbery were of black people but that was not an ‘overwhelming majority’.
The MoJ statistics did not give specific figures for knife crime or gun crime.

The magazine provided some evidence to substantiate the figures: a BBC report, which quoted
an Inspector in the Trident Unit of the Metropolitan police as saying that ‘for three out of every
four shootings...in London, the victim and the perpetrator are from the black community’; a
Daily Mail article, which reported that ‘124 out of 225 under-18s legally proceeded against for
knife offences in the past three months are from the black community’; and a Sunday Times
report which stated that “71% of people accused of mobile phone theft were black...” It said that
blogging was a conversational medium in which readers were able to disagree with the writer's
opinion immediately, as had happened in this case. In that sense, the piece as a whole had been
written by the columnist and those who had commented. In addition, it had published a separate
blog by another author in which the accuracy of the claim was called into question.
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Benefits of a multi-cultural Britain | The Spectator
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The ﬁrs\' ot anoccasional senes -
those benefits of a multi-cultural
Britgln in foll, Let e intmduce you
Jall 1o {his human it

H eould be ap anomaly, of cowrse,
But sl The overwhelming
majority ‘of street crims, knife cime,
guin grime, Tobbery and erimes of
sexual violerice In London is carred
out by young-men from the Affican-

Caribbean community, Of course, in

retumn, we have'rap music, goat curry and a far more vibrant and diverse
understanding of cultures which were once alien to us. For which, many thanks.
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I'say, Rod. You are putting your head above the
parapet. { admire your courage, you lfovely right-
wing racist bastard you. | can't understand how
some of my mitd-as-milk remarks about the
musiim community seem to fali by the wayside.
Are the different people looking at the different
posts? In other words can | get things onto your
blogs | can't get onto ofher people’s? For
instance, can | say how unhappy | would be if
either of my daughtiers took up with a man of
colour’>

Are you sure about crimes of sexual viclence? )
How do you know? I'm certain that the others

are correct, however

where's the respect ?

Short and to the point. Now let's hear from the

“defenders"” of this vibrant, caring, humane, eic
stc multicultural policy which has baen forced
upon us. Let's hear their defencs,and let them
show how they share in it and snjoy it from their

comfortable, well-distaricad monocultural

suburbs in Hampstead elc and second homes in
Tuscany, from their rich friends’ yachis; nimbles

fo a man and waman, \he lof of them

Rap cufture is an eypresston of anger felt by ?he
black community against ihe evil white
oppressor. | personally would aiso ks to thank
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PRIVACY
Case 2

A woman complained that an article headlined “Oh please, stop this twit from Tweeting,
someone” intruded into her privacy in breach of Clause 3 (Privacy) of the Editors' Code of
Practice. ‘

The article reported that the complainant - a civil servant who worked for the Department for
Transport - had been using the micro-blogging website, Twitter, to describe aspects of her job
and her feelings towards her work. The newspaper considered some of her comments to be
inappropriate.

The article referred to the fact that the complainant had in her tweets: described the leader of a
course she was doing (as part of her job) as "mental"; said that she was "struggling with a wine-
induced hangover" at work; and, again at work, told how she was "feeling rather tired - would
much prefer going home". In addition, the article pointed to a number of tweets that were
political in nature: a complaining reference to a Conservative MP who was a prominent critic of
Whitehall waste; a re-tweet of a Labour MP's attack on government "spin"; and a reference to the
complainant's acquaintance with Sally Bercow.

The complainant said her activities on Twitter and other social networking sites (she also had a
blog and had uploaded pictures of herself on Flickr) were private. While it was true in theory that
anybody could view the information she had posted online, she argued that she had a "reasonable
expectation that my messages...would be published only to my followers". Only her 700 or so
followers could see the full context of her messages. Others would only find her account by
actively searching for her, which seemed an unlikely thing for most people to do, and would only
see messages she had posted, not those she was responding to. Her Twitter account and her blog
(neither of which were anonymous) both included clear disclaimers that the views expressed
were personal opinions and were not representative of her employer...She argued that there were
thousands of public sector workers who regularly use Twitter in and out of office hours. She
could not understand why she had been targeted.

The newspaper disputed that it had invaded the complainant's privacy. She was openly posting
messages about many aspects of her life, including her job. The material could be read by
anybody; she had not limited her Twitter account to those officially "following" her.

In any case, there was an ongoing debate about the use of social media, which the newspaper
was entitled to take part in. Since the civil service code requires that public servants should not,
by their personal statements, call into doubt the impartiality of the civil service, it was quite
legitimate for the newspaper to highlight this particular case.

 The comptainant said she was fully eomphiant-with the civil service code.-As .a result of the
newspaper's article, she had taken the decision - reluctantly - to lock her Twitter stream so it
could not be viewed by anybody apart from her followers.
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Page 38

OCIAL network site
Twitter, which is
increasingly landing
its users in legal diffi-
culties for posting
foolish rernarks, may soorn
claim another victim.
A Whitehal]l official has been
Tweeting about her drunkenness,
boasting about how pointless
she thinks some of her work is and
how much she dislikes the Govern-
‘ment's deficii reduction.

When I rang her depa.rtmenb
yesterday to teil them, there was a
cold pause before someoneg
promisged to ‘get back’ to me, He
never did;

Ciyil 'servants used to try to be
immpartial dnd disereet, Mot so
Sarah Baskeyville, "Team Leaderin

. Corporate Finance- Systems and
Reporting Sclutions’ (what atitled
at the Department of Transpert:
‘Ms Baskeryille, aka ‘Baskers’, isan
incorrigible sontributor to the
internet, She belongs to
networking sites.

In the de e of & menagement

Street ‘spin’. She later described
the persr.m who was taking the
2,

Tratn

the government cuts
‘were announeed to Parliament,
e Baskerville was Tweetmg
‘ab meetings concerning the
‘g tate ot staff gbout tobe displaced.
AB this was done, % shomd be

stressed, under her own name,
with easy links to her workplace.
She publishes photos of hergell,
{p0. Are there not some security
issues here?

3 buggun g with - wine-indueed
hangover,’ she Tweeted from
work onie dsy, There have been
frequent veferences 1o ber over:

Daily Mail, Saturday, November 13, 2010

UENTIN LETTS

Oh, please sop tlns
f :,~'t from Tweelin

tnbibing. A:aoth et day, shortly before

the Compyehenaive Spending Reylew,
she compiatned “after Junch abvu€
feeling ':mt-her tired — would much
prefer golng home?.

1 she only spent her office hours

working rather than Tweeling, she
would ng doubt Pe even more

usted.
Her outpnurings have meluded 2
o ‘Tory MP

coT

Dougl Ca:swen, B prom&nenl‘. eritie
of tehall waste. She claims to be
an acqueaintance of Sally Bercow,
Labour-supporiing wife of the
supposedly impartial Commons
Speaker. In one Tweet she looked
forward to meeting Mrs Bercow for
‘another cotfee/muffin session, just so
that I can laugh at your lack of apps
on the iPhone’.

Transport Secretary Philip Ham-
mond is one of the more serious
members of the Cabinet. He is
unlikely to be enchanted by Ms
Baskerville or her witterings.

R
S :
% § I
SWEET pioto of the Mitiband

baby this week, but father
Ed’'s appearance was more
troubling. The Labour leader
outed himseif as one of those men
who wears leisure shirts outside
his trousers, without tucking them
in. This may be all right for darts
players such as Eric Bristow, but
for a would-be Prime Minister it's
not such a great iook.

H DYET more new Tory MPs were
this week made parliameniary

: privale secretaries (PPSs) to

i ministers, and the Whips seem to

: have been playing snap.

; Nicholas Boles (Graniham) has

been apportioned as PPS to fellow

i bachelor Nick Gibb, Schools

. Minister. Husky Anna Sourby

! (Broztowe), voice like Lee Murvin,

Foreign Qffice’s Lord Howell, used
himself ta do opague things in the
diplomalic service.

’I‘ra,gwally, no pramolion for Claire

(Devizes). All thal effortin

vain! She had a smart new hairdo
this week, black as Quink ink. But I
had better not tease our Claire lest
her admirer Nicholas Soames (Con,
Mid Sussex) challenge me to a duel.

Walching her in the Comnmons
recently, Soamesy emitted one
throaty word: "Magnificent!’l an
sure he was referring only to the
quamy of h.er oratory.

Crazy paving

WHEN is a pavement not a pavement?
When highly-paid lawyers say so.
Labour’s Lord Peston rose in the House
of Lords this week to discuss the scruffy
‘pesce camp’ in Parliament Square. He
wants to get rid of protester Brian Haw
and his noisy mates.

Lord Peston, in his lovely lugubrious
volce, said: “What surrounds the square

may look like a pavement and, if you
fell on it, would feel like a pavemenh
But the High Court has announced
that, as it does not “go” anywhere, it is
not a pavenient. That is one of the
things that prevents the Metropolitan
police from doing anything about these
squatters.’

Bo:a pavement. is a pavement only if
it ‘goes’ somewhere? Can no circle or
square ‘go’ anywhere? Lord Peston
says: ‘I spend my life looking at mathe-
matical economics and this is turning
into a consideration of infinity’ Think
about infinity long enough and you go
mad. As the High Court just proved.

: has been given lo fog-horned
i sgmoker Simon Burns, Health
i Minister Richard Graham

. (Gloucester), new PPS to the

LEFT-WING comedian Bill

Batley should not expect too
many fan letters from Roman
Catholics. in vesterday's Mail |
reviewed his latest one-man show
in the West End, describing the
way he mocks Christ and His
stigmata. | did not have space to
report that Mr Bailey also calls
ihe Pope ‘the sultan of abusers,
the betrayer of trust, that
creeping Bavarian gimp'.

The show Is at Wyndhanis Thea-
tre, controlied by Sir Cameron
Mackintosh. His company seems
happy with the anti-Christian con-
tent. Nicholas Allott, who sits an
the board of Cameroin Mackintosh
Ltd, was there on Tuesday, clap-
ping like biliy-oh,

Stephen Green of the pressure
group Christian Voice said yester-
day: ‘I feel an act of Christian witness
atWyndhaens comiag on. Any excuse
for evangelical outreach?”

Where wise men and
women stay for a
Premier Christmas.

Get away this Christmas and New Year
with rooms from £29 per night.

CHRIS BRYANT (Rhondda) is

among the most ardent of. Labour
MPs. So there was surprise when e
Jfailed to vote with the Opposition ina
Cosnmons division early on Monday
night. Where could he be? Had he —
gasp! — defected to the Tories? The
truth was more i,m osaic. Mr Bryant
was in the parliameniary gym, honing
his abs (I must, I must, I must increase
my bust), Fo'rsnme reason the
eleclronic division bells there did not
ring. I'm sure the Labour Whips will
Jorgive kim. Next year some lime.

Burden of proof -~

SOMEONE ren up to me at Westminster, full **

of excitement. ‘I’ve just seen Bill Gatest The
world’s richest man!’  j
Richard Burden

Book now. only at premierinn.com

ching’s Premier but che Pri¢

Premieriond

Not quite. The chap she had seen was in fact
Labour MP Richard Burden, who is as unlike
B - billioneire as one can probably imagine. But

" he does look quite like Mr Gates, it has

to he admitted.

1&17..10 and 25.04, 11 m:luﬂve €29 oﬂu Is
jons, amendmencs or refunds can be made. A £2
7 full fist of participusing hatels is avallable at

“Advertised rates are roem unl Inclusive of VAT, “Rooms from £19 offer” Is available for ona nllhl mys durtng <he rerlnl
only :v;ltablu when bwkl ine ac jrvi.com and must be made et fsast 11 days In advance of stay, No canceflatl

processing fee may be ed when yo pay for your oom by credic aard. Offer 15 avallable a selected
www.premierinn.com subject ta IX:::& om for our standard Premier Inn tarms sn condidans.

‘remler (nns onl

BIH Gates
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PRIVACY (INTRUSION INTO GRIEF)
Case 3

A woman complained that an approach by a reporter to her daughter after the death of her son
raised a breach of Clause 5 (Intrusion into grief or shock) of the Editors’ Code of Practice.

The complainant’s son had died at university on 8 October 2009, and there was speculation that
he had taken his own life. Mrs Rundle complained that coverage of the incident in The Sunday
Times was inaccurate and insensitive.

While the PCC investigation was ongoing, another reporter from the paper contacted the
complainant's daughter through Facebook. She informed the reporter that the family did not wish
to speak in view of the ongoing complaint. The reporter then asked about the details of the
complaint, sending a copy of the article to the complainant's daughter so she could highlight
what was wrong with it. This upset Mrs Rundle's daughter.

The Managing Editor apologised for this second approach, explaining that the reporter was a
freelance and was unaware of the PCC complaint. However, he accepted that the reporter should
not have continued questioning Mrs Rundle's daughter once the complaint was mentioned. The
reporter understood her error and apologised for it. Nothing from the correspondence would be
used in any future article. Additionally, all section editors and deputies had been alerted to the
complaint and told not to contact the family. The paper also offered to send a private letter of
apology to the family.
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PRIVACY
Case 4

The Chief Executive of the Bmmngham and Sohhull Mental Health NHS Trust, complained that
an article headhned “Suicide pact” was intrusive in breach of Clanse. 3 (Privacy) and Clause 8
(Hospltals) of the Edltors Code of Practlce ‘

The ﬁ*ont~page arhcle reponed thai three patients at a Blrmmgham psychxamc umt Main House,
had - several days before publication - attempted suicide over concerns about the future of the
~unit. They had subsequently been informed that Main House was indeed to be closed down,

which pmmpted the...article. The article was mompamcd by plxel}ated photographs of the
patients being mformed of the decision - said in the coverage io have been “supplied by the
patients themselves via their psychiatrist” - in which they were shown to be distraught at the
news.

The complainant said that the residents were extremely vulnerable adults to whom the Trust
owed a duty of care: they were not in a position to give any clear consent for the taking and
publication of these photographs, which had been taken inside Main House. The complainant
argued that the newspaper should have obtained consent from not only the patients but also their
respective carers, consultants and/or relatives before publication. Indeed, while there is some
assumption under the Mental Capacity Act 2003 that patients have capacity to make their own
choices, it is not automatically the case that they do and the newspaper should have sought
further guidance from appropriate individuals. The Trust was now unable to assess
retrospectively whether the patients had the capacity to make decisions about the photographs,
but considered that they would not have had the capacity to make such a decision due to their
vulnerability.

The complainant said that the photographs had also been taken in breach of patient
confidentiality by a GP who worked with the patients once a week, and was not their consultant
or primary carer. He had been dismissed following a disciplinary hearing and the case had been
referred to the General Medical Council.

The newspaper said that the closure of Main House was a major local issue. When they received
the photographs of the distressed patients they gave careful consideration to their publication.
They felt justified in publishing for the following reasons: the photographs had been taken with
the knowledge of the patients; they had been taken by a medical professional working with the
patients; the patients, who were all adults, had given their consent for publication and were
actively keen for them to be shown; and a parent of one of the patients had supported the use of
the images. The newspaper added that they had taken steps to protect the identities of the patients
by pixellating their faces.

The newspaper said that they had given a voice to mental health patients who said that they were

being ignored and distressed by the sudden closure of the unit midway through a public

consultation. They had received no complaints from the patients or their families directly.
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By Aﬂi;m Dayani

THREE patients 2t a Bir-
mingham  psychiatric
unit tried to kill them-
selves just days before
they were avicted.

The suicide pact failed
and now Main House in
Northfield has closed
down, leaving them living
in the community.

The trio made a special
request that the harrow-
ing pictures of their
despair are printed — to
show the human impact
of the decision to close
their home.
| FULL STORY: PAGE 3 |
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CHILDREN

Case S

A woman complained that an article headlined “Day of drama as bus ploughs into bridge”,
published in the Nottingham Evening Post on 12 December 2009, contained a photograph of her
daughter which was published without consent in breach of Clause 6 (Children) of the Editors'
Code of Practice.

The article reported that a bus full of primary school children on a day trip had crashed into a
low railway bridge. The complainant objected to the inclusion in the coverage of a photograph of
her daughter, together with numerous other children, being comforted by a policeman at the
scene of the accident. Her daughter had been pictured in a clear state of distress and the
complainant had not been asked for her consent for the photograph to appear. The child had been
further upset by the publication of the image.

The newspaper said that the accident had occurred in a public place in full view of a number of
onlookers. An immediate investigation had been announced and it had spoken to a number of
angry parents who were concerned about what had happened. While there had been a lot of
discussion at the time as to whether the use of the image was justified, it had ultimately decided
that the publication of the photograph was in the public interest, given that that the story related
to an important matter of public health and safety. In addition, the fact that there were no serious
injuries or fatalities had been an important factor in deciding to move forward to publication.
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possession of aClass
Two 16:year-old boys, # :
iot be hamed for legal
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1sonment and:
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The five appearmi At
Maiisfield Magis (
yesterday and were remanted
in custody until Janua.rg? 1
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THE parents of an eight-year-
old girl who was found Hanged
in her bedroom have appeared

“incourt charged with x:luld
neglect.

Charlotte Avenall died et he
home in Moor Sireet, :
Mansfield. pn September12.

Her ‘mother, Susan Moody, 24,
and stepfather, Simon Moudy,
3%, were bailed by Mansfield
magistrates tntil Janndry 22,

Peslive e 2
exiravagaize

A CHRISTMAS exr:avaganza
was taking place todayin
Bilborough.

People were fnvited to
Harvey Hadden Sports Complex
m Wigman Road 1o enjoy fair

‘ridesand ﬁreWOrlns‘ from noon.
‘to 8pm

Tocal bandsand choirs are

also performmga
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REPORTING OF SUICIDE
Case6

A woman complamed to thc Press Complamts Commlsswn that an artlcle contained excessive

detail about a method of suicide i in breach of Claunse 5 (n) (lntmsmn mw gnef or shock) of the
Editors' Ccde of Practlce : o

The article reparbed an mquest hearmg mto the death of a man whe had taken hxs own life by
inhaling helium. The piece noted that the man had bought 2 ‘blow up balloon kit', which
included ‘helium canisters’, and had died after ‘inhaling too much' of the gas. The complainant
said that this method of suicide was uncommon and that, by - e:vealmg iexcessxva detail, the
newspaper was hkely 10 encourage cﬁpycat smmdes B Ry

The newspaper sa1d it was aware of the Code's requn'ements on reporting sulcxde and had sought
to remove detail about the method used in this case, in order to limit the chance of others
copying it. For instance, it had not reported how precisely the gas had been inhaled, or the
quantity that would generally lead to death. In the context of a straightforward inquest report, the
newspaper argued that it would have been improper and misleading not to have revealed the
basic means by which the man had died.
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DISCRIMINATION

Case7

Clare Baldmg campﬂamed that an article in The Sunday Tames dlscnmmatad agamst her in
breach of Clause 12 {Dzscmmmatmn) of the Editors’ Code Gf Praf:tme

The artmie b}/ AA Gﬂi re"s/iewe;d ihe campiamam S teievxsxon ;}rogramme Bn{am by y Bike, Init,
he referred to the cempiamant as 2 “dyke on a bake” She considered this to be a pejorative
reference to her sexuality and irrelevant to the programme. The hurt was campeunéed by a mock
apoiogjy by the cclummsi for prewsusiy saymg that she kaoked “i;ke a bzg lesbzaﬁ” :

The newspapar sazd that 125 cgiummst was well imawn for ms acerbie: and mmet;mes tasteless
sense of humour: he was a “controversialist who pursues the English tradition of lampooning and
ridiculing public figures”. It pointed out that Mr Gill had been the subject of 62 PCC complaints
in the last five years, which had not been upheld (on freedom of expression grounds). There was
no reason why — in an age where homosexuality carried little social stigma — the reviewer could
not discuss the sexuality of a TV presenter who had no problem with being openly gay.

In addition, the newspaper drew attention to two organisations called Dykes on Bikes (an
American lesbian motorcycling movement; and a UK-based cycling movement) whose members
had reclaimed the word “dyke” as an empowering, not offensive, term. It argued that an
individual’s sexuality should not give them an “all-encompassing protected status”.

The complainant indicated that she was not demanding special treatment, simply the same
treatment as everybody else. She asked the newspaper to apologise.
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RICHARD BROOKS

hiy wers called guards.or
watders; and siten lobked and
ated g i they ware I charge
af prisuners, Except tiiat they
wers employed by our

i gjat Try to tatk to
them sliouta Matisse of 8 Hirst snd
yoitl Woulg bé fraated 38 I you were on
Prissrier: Detl Slock H.

Now the Tate hag senstbly decided to
introduce a'new bread of visites

i happy, srniley

who can setually telt thelr Manet from
theif Monet, Thsy will be giver nige
spetnecked piirple shirts and
charcoslcaloured trausacs; and will bie
Entolraged W engage with the public.

Ot too, go e old-styls guards/
warders; and I thelrplace coine
securlty sfficers dressad in smart black
spits with pubple Hes, They have been
asked 1o'he respaitiol of vislare, So
youwill now be tatd, "Plaase; sit, do not
el that Turner off ourwall?

% Meanwhiis; the Tate, alang with
oll other museurns, gallerlas and
arts bbdies, ok aVar mbra pressing
problem o its hantds: buts of
batwarn 25% and-40%.

Yetthe Department of Colture,
which fiiay see its own stat hiimbers
slaghed inhatf, wants Yo ieap ot
big instititions « the ones with
worldvlde raputations that bring In
thie tourists < a5 Intait a8 pussible,

I'm & great advocate of Trew
adimissions 1o our nathonally run
fruseiims and gallerles; bt this
might ba thetisie to charigs tourists
to enteriBach weekeid, atlesst
Twosthirds of those atthe Britsh
Miseum or Tale seeny ta bafrom
avarsess; detighted to yo fros when
il thiir swn Sountties they pay.

Of vourss; the culture departinent
== whoss boss, Jersmy Hont, wants
A early ssttlgnient 1o gain Brawnie
Halits fram Ne 10 and the Treasusy
~ has to ‘apply suts, Bt T yatirn,

example, Rijyal Opera House, which
gets mera gorporate guests than any
other arts yrganilsation, should ralse
mora privae money 1o supplemment
Rs 2izabls firts Councll grant,

But witl thie councll be brave
enligh e Siueeze Covent Barden,
‘o ensure ndrads of its smatler
arganisations survive? Itls the
regional mgsaurms, gaileries and
performingrarts companies that arg
clearly mogt threatened,

Sutturejninister Ed Valzey wanis
more phillapthroplsts to “come bit"
one Indlvi@m,has reently given
E£25m towlirds the British Mosetim's
planned sitension, but he refuses to
dentify hifnsell, Vaizey wants
donsrs nagped to encourage sthers
anid is eve thinking ot an annual
philsnthirggist fist, similarto this
paper's Righ List.

Wi :hnug}i\;‘l recrignised the repated

“bravos” atthe end of Rachmaninov's
Second P

Iast week, £t was Ren Bradshaw,
showing

Oppositionhias 8 plus sids for the
now-shadiw culture secretary.
Compare \§@s with the haptass Vaizey,
who Hiought he had landed his drears
job only b raonths ago, Now its a
‘nightmareijor 3 ivan who loves his arts,

% Does Righard Alttenborotugh know
e is mavgjed Lo the actress Sylvia
Syms? Hels accordiig to » new
hlographiiof Agatha Ghristle by the

approgriztely named Richard Hack,
an Amerigai author, The raferance
1o Attentirough and his “wife”

{actuaily Sheils Sim) is in a chapter
ahout Thi Mousetrap, in whase
briginal gast tha couple appearsd,
‘The wiiler also deseribes Penges
polf clubywhere Christle’s husband
baing “nearasheep ranch

5 U 1 didd niot reatise Surrsy,
whick Hapk calls *Surrey County” as
it itwarem America, had ranches.
He also s Yorkshive as *Yorlshire

d gives the Swan hotetIn
Marrogalg, where Christie fled while
suifering o breskdows, a posteode
les hefore it gt ones

y i blography comes
auks, which has published
tiohatle showhiz titles,
ridiculous one on Glenn
cerfaln Hunton Downs,

ing back 1o 1850, s to get &
aigh & £5Dm privats finance
azingly, the maney from

the. the
private sector to plug the gap
through tax breais for individuals
snid turmpanias that donate For

15

this ofi-kipcked form of financing is
24l by the cash-strapped
sulture dipartrent,

Fichard. Brboks@sunday-times.co.uk
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never watch golf, but Hovked in gt theond

of the whateverdt-was in Scotland last

Sunday, where they play {or a Viciorian

cusard boal. It veally 15 speclaculatly dull

as a spectaierspor), 1t might be ke an
afiernnon in Hogh Helner's den o play,
watching it Iy abysisal, | understamd dat
faling to pitk up the nuanced incremental
excilement and baliwtic elegance of the
game iy entirely any Jogs and that many of
you will have been utierly enraplured by
the gay pavade of the most embarrassingly
dressed men in The world. Jell me honestly,
do yot goll chapy reaily look at this stofl’
and think: “ wonder where he gol his
short-sleeved nylon shint with the logos
from?” Or: "Wow! A ginger ponyaih with 2
baseball cop. Cobl look.”

Leaving that aside, I'd never acinally come
avtoss Peter Alliss before, Oh, my word!
Obviusly, I'd heard of him. Hes been
around sinee bifore-zunaspercha, He prob-
ahly invented the caddy. Rut I'd never acta.
ally Jiad e singislar expésiency of having 1
listen 10 him, Has he aiways talked like that,
aris this some charitable doage thing, pror
old chap? Because Afliss is by Jar, far and
away, by 4 good S0 chip outof'a bunker for
a birdig, the worsl sporuscaster | have cver
come across, ever, and that's a crowded field,
He just meanders off on some embarrass-
Ing pnvaie sieam- of copsciousness about

AABGIL

% The Open {BHCL, Sunday)

# Britain by Bike {BBC4, Tuesday]

¥ Britain Goes Camping (BBCS,
Tuesday}

% Dan't Stop Believing [Five, Sunday)

sunsets and ooh girls these days and thal's
fust the sort of gane it is and there's 8 niagic
here and look al thay sunsel and the old ways
warer'l all had you know, and if | had time |
vould 1)l you a Hing or two abowt Ouly
Prosser. And would you Jook al that, and did
1 mention the sunset and those gisls? It was
fike listening 10 @ loby ug have a stwke.
“There was an excoriating provincial prim-
ness and a repressed snobbery fo it all, and
il went on and on. Alfiss must be abie to clear
a ciubhouse bar over a single gin and tonic,
What was uninentionaily funny is tha

this emetic stream of Priigle wwas s hid-
eously like a minor character in PG Wote-
house. it seems somehow honic that All prngramme, When Clarg was saying,

was burbling on just as Jonatian Roxs was  at thal view over there,” we weve thinkiig of

diagrams of fans of Ress and Aliss ame
probably cirdes that never gverlapped, bt suenic Aberfan,
4 has 1o be said thal Ross is a tewific . twough the Highland clearantes,
Broadeasier and @ fertible Joss to the BBC: L warm t Clare

Which brings me guite naturally io Clare
Baiding on 3 bicycle in Devon. Some time

icsbisn. And alwrwards somcbudy wigged . much ol » forial Ud bke to sec horas 2
my sleeve to poinl out that she is a big lus - sturdier . Judith Chalmers, possibly i
bian, and 1 felt foolish and guilty. So 'd like
\0 take this opporunily 16 apologise. Sorry.

1 the Rooks and crannies arthe botlom end : assertive nipples.
of ihe natios, Clare told us that the pomt of

made by samerme we've hever heatd of in
Baoks that ave Tong oot of print, Well, P up
lor that,
Sp we dolowed Clares muscolar bick- - greay broadoasting, ot jusl 254 segment ol
side wwards Mractmbe, swpping on-the  Bhué Peter, bt a whole 15 hours ul ionstop
way for an exhaustive Jook at & water
powered lift and some views of a disaster,
‘(e disaster had ihousands of peopls
drowned In their beds and their housey
washed away when two nivers went mental.

enliely sure:this wasnt a practical joke
wiade by i Top Gear praduction leam:
1t had & voice-nver thal defiedd credulity.

@

1 was sort of hukerusiiig, bul a bii-of & - inhovation the bicyele wis” TWith briycles
downer, a cohversaiinsstopper for a holiday - you eould gat fusither gt of own " The
motorcar allowsd people o carty mpre "Tor
fhic fivst tme camping indai - that working
departing. | undersiand that the Venn o whole families choking for tiir Jast breath, -~ people ¢ould have cheap holidays.”
1o Wales and 1akes ~ were yards and yards ol these thought
Leforis 2 leisurely pedal - sroismy, interspersed with Jowrviews with
people who hid been camping for a very
presenter. Away fiom - long. lime ‘oF Wha claimed fo wili for
sputl she has a comlonable, no-nonsense cialist vamping wagazines. They secmed 1o
enthusiasm; when every nther girf on televi- - have somiething odd abowt them = had they
sion is winseme and coquentish; 1S 4 relief to  been le) ol ol sheliered Keeommodation?
220, ] made a cheap and frankly unnecessary - be tafked 1o by sometne who s fining -~ And | suspect that qulfe 4 Rumbey indolged
ioke abouw Clare Balding looking Jike 2 bigdown the Jens. Though Vi riot swye thiv i - in the 505 of “habbies that: tan gu you
avairded ap exclusion oider
Ym not sure I'm passing on how Super-
ledethosen, | wonder if the praduction igatn - Rawrally iedions this programine. feally was,
woticed that,-gven dwpugh taree fayees of R was Hergically tedious, vaharly ufilieren-
Now back 10 the tgke on 2 bike, puffing - Viyella and GoresTex, Clare has herlcally - g, pandtamically. beteRt of any moment of
amicipation; and [ musl gridgingly- admit in
And now, withbu; 5 hinl of double sislen - it swn way It wag inispressives 1L was veiy like
Britain by Bile was t retvace the journcys - dre-br innuendo, we'né off camping, in Brlt- - tamping. The tng and only: camping oy it
aini Gous Camplsig. Ax so alteq on TV, whiat - lailed In addvess was he single pleasure Bt
we teally wanited 1 see was the Planslig | Took must peophs vamping i i st place:
meetng that decided this was-guilng {o-be - to -have sex willt: peaple-thiey. could’l 1ake
tiome; Huirsping i et I8 & metatable shd
gl pari . ul so tsany Fudohise
guy-ape fon. Even nos 1's sl over, 'm niot Powelt “said,-ahier camping, - leave nothing
behind bt youi tiarks, but millions of teen-
‘agers cowld add, aid yourvirginily,
Dan't Stop Bulieving is dn obvions sieal,
“What people forgel I8 what @ geeat ol horcly from”ont; bt iy goirent TV

suegessiey, The ild shouts Gleey the Tarniat,
The X Factor It is a lalenit contest for song
andl davice- groups, ranging T cholis to
hanidiols of owi-of-work musical Fetors. It
lopked rather ke an epranl in a coniest 1o
Fnid eontestanits fova nev alent show. 1 was
tsetf with mare than
panache. Thi set Jooked fiké a chureh hali
thait” hiad - done - wonduis “with ‘insel. The
Judges might hive been people swept up
Fiom e lobby of Smooth FM; they were as
RKnvwn 35 the kids they were -gaing 1o
judge. The only recognisable face was one of
thie Spice Girds: 1 can't say precisely which
oitt, exeept it wasitt Robbie Williams.
The show biought us six acts, one of
whom would go through 1o the final. This
wasld ‘be chosen by popular vole, which
iany that by fur and diway thie Jeast lalented
coptestants Woti because they had the most
sigchanine dnd pathetically winsiie back
ibry and bevause they came from Scofland.
s & weli<khown but unspoken fact of talent
shows that the coniestants Jrom the Celtie
eiliges of the pation do well becduse their
home coumpies vole clinnishly, so being
‘Welsh; Northern Irish or frem Dondee gives
yawahuge advantage, s does having a large”
number of fcsabens, A seully embarrassingly
sinateur choir. of about 50 that ‘had one
prominent member with Jung: sancer and
aboit o dozen who sang i il they had did
self beravse al} their aunties would vole.
Phinfic polls i 1alem shows ate as fair and
iwasaiable as they are for the Ewovision
Sung Contesh. and this being Five, 1 doubt
anynne 2ot miich heyond triple fgures. Rt
whu vares?

Ensemble groups tend 1o cover ecent pop
hifs apd yet more 19805 power halads, 5o
the audienes will react o the song rather
ihari 1o their singing. The whole process has
so swiflly betome formufaic manipulation,
and cynically predicable, that the talent
show genre st be-looking to go the way
¥ Bijy Byother.  will be inleresting 10 sce
{his show ups the ame for the carrent sale-of’
Five 1o vither Richatd Desmond or Channel
& Thevis Have beep guestions asked sbout
whather Wsere would be a conffict of interest
io-have many media ouslels in ane persan’s
Yaiidds. Dont-be so sy, iy Richard Des-
mond, 1's the Express and the Star: fandly
£ounls as media.

Yuu'may bove  heard that " Edwmonn
Hulimes, the talented and popular television
petsnaality, has made a forial complaint 10
ihis BBC. He iy unhappy with a BBCT seriex
that persists i1 broadcasting jokes about him
bilig a {at, vamn, humouress, sell-indulzent
Jard bucket. Holmes would like 1t to b
Kriowas that he can take 3 joke Jike the next
tnan, a5 long 23 e nest man is Kim Jong-il,

1
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The evolving PCC
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PCC Services

Complaints handling

Anti-harassment system

Pre-publication work/proactive approaches

Informal advice

Training/Updates

* PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION
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The Code of Practice

16 sections in total:

Accuracy (cause of most complaints);

Privacy (most controversial/complex area);

Newsgathering (Code not just about what is

published)

“ PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION
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<o -gemudticultoral-britain, tbfmi

Bright | Hill | Liddle i l‘@ms‘» | ?izzﬁ ps ! Coffee House §' Cuag:sg;w:fﬁm@ &ﬂmm { ?atthﬁ%asa& | Scoff

dopne »Bog Liddie

The first of an norasiona! senes -

those %tz,k s;»;fh of @ multboultural

Etvitain w full @% m@ wntroduce you
ail 1o this buanan Gith

It oould be an anomaly, of course
But it isn't The ow J&‘z*‘smg
m@zgf;f‘s%v of street crime, knfe crime.
gun crime. robbery and crimes of
t:mm% inlence in London is mmeﬁ}
out by young men from the Al

Caribbean commurnity. Of course, in return. we have rap music. goat curry and a

far more vibrant and diverse understanding of cultures which were i

us. For which, many thanks

UPDATE: A& PCC adjudication relating to this blog-post can be found here

@ W%*@m Pack to Rod Liddie fowt &

siarde Phifliog | Cotle

The Labou %m;}er% g;:a g %:}M%*m gels
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Wir Ol Bird of London complained to the Press Complaints Commission that a
blog posting on the Spectator's website, g@z%}éé&s%@@f on & Decamber 2008,
comtaimad inacourate mformation i breach of C

Code of Practice

The complaint was upheld.

The piece under complaint was an entry on Rad Liddie’s regular btoy for the
Spectator's website. It said that m@ overwhelming majority of strest crime,
knife crime. gun crime, robbery and crimes of sexual violence in wmﬁém is
carmed out by young men from the Afiican-Carbbean community’ The
romplaimarnt said that was not the case and pointed to statistics produced by
the Wistry of Justice (Mod}. which showed that in the area co ed by the
?Jiézii};}mzim police force. the majority of arrests for notifiable offences were of
white people  In categories defined as “iolence against the per rson and ‘sexusl
offences’. black people made up 32% of arrests. 58% of arests for robhary
ware of black people but that was not an ‘overwheiming majorty The Wad
statistics did not give specific figures for knife cnime or gun crime

The magazine provided some ewvdence to substantiate the figures 2 BB repont
which quoted an Inspector in the Trident Unit of the KMetropolian ﬁi}?ii a8
saying that for three out of every four shootings _in London the victim and the
ger;‘;@tmim are from the black mmmn‘s ity a Daily Mail article. which se,fsz}ﬁw

124 out of 225 under-18 procesded against for knife offences in the

lause 1 {Accuracy) of the Editors
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e Mainstream media must continuetof,re(:ogn.ise
commitment to high standards

» Some things do not bear repeating

» The ‘public domain’ is not a straightforward
excuse ' |

~ PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION
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How widely available is the information?
Who uploaded the material?
What settings have been used to protect pyr‘ivacy?

What is the quality of the information (how personal is it;
what is the context)?

What is the public interest?

How is the material presented?

“ PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION -
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» Education

'Harry Potter' student found hanged in his
Oxford room

L

A Oneord student who seld 3
rare frst wdiion of Hany Patter
to- fund Big studiss has hanged
tmsall in tus college roum
the gtart of his final year

Toby Rumdle was found dead o
thi ynwersity's Lady Mamamt
Halt by two fmw: iy on Thursidey,
@ day after they had bheen aut
o the town drinkdng.

g :K
Byndie
%:«%f:;mn& S %’mz& -

5 o

"PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION
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* |t can be legitimate to contact individuals via
social networks |

* Applying to be a ‘friend’ can be acceptable,
though rules on subterfuge apply

* In cases involving grief, approaches must be
made with sensitivity |

“ PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION
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SOUTHAMPTON: Diabetic was d%.pr@ﬁ;f’;@fji over m ws&z;i:;hz and Tﬁl@ﬁﬁ)ﬁ?‘mh ) break-up

AR OHESE mon depressed
abowd Bis weloht and aver
cope with loneliness afier
a relstionship brealoup
Killed Bimseld withva blow
mz %ullcmﬁ Em

iu%zt By 13-» Ime} %an fentinig Jow

F’Rﬁ&ﬁ COMPLA N“%”‘% COMMISSION
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Pill woman telephoned number to say goodbye

Fublished Duter 24 November 2009 ,

A granduothey found dead in her car on a busy vond had taken a lethal cocktail of antidepressanis and
ahoohol, an nguest hewvd, ,

Margaret Platt was discovered shumped in her red Ford Fiesta on Western Way, Fareham, by two concerned
passers-by who diafled 999, '

Officers who arrived at the scene at about 8.30am on May | found all of the car deors were open.

Mrs Piatt, 55,

ADVERTISEMENT

of Sandy Lane, Titehfield, had sent a text message from her mobile phone to an unkoown manber at U0.35am
that morning saving goodbye

Her handbag contained pill prekets for 70 tablets of antidepressant Amitriptyline = but 63 were missing,
A Portsmouth inqiest heard Mrs Platt had previously suffered from anxiety dnd depression.

A post mortem examination revealed she had taken almost ten tines the thesapoutic dose of antidepressant
Amiteipty- line and was more than twice over the lepal drink-drive fimit.

tr i statewent Mis Piatt's Tanily sakd: 'She was a well loved and active member of her ocal community, Her
passing wing so-sid aud an enormous shoek to us all!

Recording a verdict that Mrs Piatt took her own lle while depressed, Portsmouth and south-cast Hampshive
coroner David Horsley said: 'She had depression problems in the past and i seems most likely that it was coming
te the fore again, oven though she kept it hidden from everyone.

' PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION .
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The handbook to the Editors’ Code of Practice
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“...freedom of expression is — and should be — appropriately
restricted by the Editors’ Code of Practice. Clause 12 of the Code
is clear: newspapers must avoid prejudicial, pejorative or
irrelevant reference to (amongst other things) an individual’s
sexual orientation. The Commission itself has said that the use of
pejorative synonyms for homosexual individuals would represent
a certain breach of the Code.

In this case, the Commission considered that the use of the word
“dyke” in the article — whether or not it was intended to be
humorous — was a pejorative synonym relating to the
complainant’s sexuality:. The context was not that the reviewer
was seeking positively to “reclaim” the term, but rather to use it
to refer to the complainant’s sexuality in a d"emeani:ng and
gratuitous way. This was an editorial lapse which represented a
breach of the Code, and the newspaper should have apolognsed
at the first possible opportunity.”

“ PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION -
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* Discrimination — Editors’ Code Clause 12

“i) The press must avoid prejudicial or pejorative
reference to an individual's race, colour, religion,
gender, sexual orientation or to any physmal or
mental illness or disability.

ii) Details of an individual's race, colour, religion,
sexual orientation, physical or mental illness or
disability must be avoided unless genumely relevant
to the story.”

b FQES‘S QZC}M?LMN?S; COMMISSION «
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* Accuracy — Editors’ Code Clause 1

c.85% of all complaints relate to alleged
inaccuracies

Key issue for PCC — can assist additional
guidance (cp mental health, refugees)

© PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION -«
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* Will Gore — Public Affairs Director
* will.gore@pcc.org.uk
* 020 7831 0022

* www.pcc.org.uk

PRESS a'ammﬁﬁ;iw"zﬁg COMMISSION

MOD100039091


mailto:will.gore@pcc.org.uk
http://www.pcc.org.uk

