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A C m

from has sent me the attached letter that the editor o f the D a ily  Record  
has received from  M ediawise.

I  am alarmed to see that it claim s that the Hom e O ffice  has com m issioned the charity to 
research the effectiveness o f the Guidance Note that we produced into the reporting o f 
asylum  seekers and refugees in  October 2003.

I  feel very uneasy that the government is sponsoring such research. It rather begs the 
question as to what it w ill do i f  the research concludes that the initiative has not been a 
success -  w hich is a probability, given who is carrying it out. But in  any case, is it 
rea lly  the government’s business to be m onitoring the effect o f our guidance notes in  
this way?

I  w ould be interested to know how extensively this letter has been circulated, what the 
response o f editors so far has been, and whether anyone has yet taken this up w ith the 
Hom e O ffice.

I  am sending a copy o f this letter to

W ith kind regards.

T im  Touim in

En c.

1 Sa lisb ury Square Loiidon EC4Y  8JB Telephone 020 7353 1248 Facsim ile 020 7353 8355
Textphone for deaf and hard of hearing: 020 7583 2264 
email; complaints@pcc.org.uk web site: www.pcc.org.uk

M O D I 0 0 0 3 6 6 8 5

mailto:complaints@pcc.org.uk
http://www.pcc.org.uk

