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Firstly, may I congratulate you on your appointment and wish you  ̂
well in your new post. : "

As you will appreciate, the functions of the PCC overlap to a certain 
extent with my functions as guardian of the public interest in relation 
to the administration of justice. The area of overlap between our 
functions, and the need for our Offices to liaise closely, was illustrated 
by the recent case of the payments by the News of the World to Mr 
Gashi in relation to the alleged conspiracy to kidnap Victoria 
Beckham. Payments to witnesses in criminal proceedings will always 
cause difficulties to the prosecution and is therefore a cause of 
concern to me. These difficulties are compounded if those involved in 
the pajrments are not frank with the police and prosecution from the 
outset.

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this and other issues of 
mutual concern with you. ,
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