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A C

T hank you fo r your le tte r o f  7*  Septem ber.

M y eom m itm ent in  the A nnual R ev iew  w as to  the  sp irit o f  openness about the w ork 
o f  the PC C, espeeially  in  the  area o f  eonsidering eom plaints. W e have started 
publishing m inutes, are looking to  publish  m ore  decisions, and ereate a  m ore 
aeeessible online pub lie  database o f  our cases. I am  sure you  w ill w elcom e this 
aetion  on  our part.

In  regard to  the  N ew s o f  the  W orld  and phone m essage  haeking, you  are correet — o f  
eourse -  that further a llegations have been  revealed  in  recent w eeks. A s the PC C  has 
said  on the reeord , they  ra ise  im portan t issues o f  eoncem , w hieh  require investigation 
by  the appropriate law  en foreem ent ageneies. T he police have indieated  tha t they are 
re-exam ining the  m atter, and it is righ t that th ey  do  so. It is no t for the  PC C  to 
exam ine issues th a t are th e  subjeet o f  po liee  inquiry , o r  to eom m ent publie ly  on  them .

In  our N ovem ber report, w e m ade pub lic  the inform ation  p rov ided  to  us by  the N ew s 
o f  the W orld on  w h ieh  ou r ovm  eom m ents w ere  based. Subsequent allegations are 
no w  being exam ined  b y  the  poliee, and others, and it w ould not be appropriate for us 
to  eom m ent further.

In  June 2010, th e  PC C  w as inform ed by  the M anag ing  Editor and Editor o f  the N ew s 
o f  the W orld o f  the  ex istenee o f  the one reeen t allegation. W e w ere not in  a  position  
to  exam ine the  m atter then , due to  the  ongoing  legal elaim  w hich the  paper is 
defending. W e have p ub lie ly  eonunitted  to look  at th e  case, once those proceedings 
are coneluded.
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A s soon as the existence o f  the action  w as m ade public, the  PC C  w as open about its 
involvem ent. W e have engaged in  no correspondence w ith  the  paper at th is point, 
because the PC C  is no t in  a  position  yet to  consider the  issue. W hen it does, w e will 
be  open about the  outcom e.

I hope you  w ill see that th e  PC C  is seeking to  be  clear and transparent about its role in  
th is m atter. In  2007, the  C om m ission  recognised  the ex istence o f  a  problem , and 
sought to  raise standards; in  2010, w e rem ain  com m itted  to  achieving th is  aim  w ith in  
our proper rem it.

W ith  k ind regards.
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