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D ear S ir C hristopher

T hank  you  for your letter dated 10 January 2006, I look forw ard to  hearing the outcom e o f  
your current investigation.

W hilst I am  grateful for your advice so far, I am  disappointed that the PC C  code appears no t 
to be  able to form ally  take account o f  organisations such as ours, w hich  receives 4 .7m illion 
approaches each  y ear from  people in  som e k ind o f  distress.

Perhaps the PC C  m ight assist us a  little further? In  the light o f  a flurry o f  insensitive 
reporting , w e are inviting  M anaging Editors to advise us on the best w ay  forw ard for our 
M ed ia  G uidelines, w hich  are currently  being updated. W e w ill be  holding a  Sem inar E vent

I /in  early  Ju ly  to th is effect and expect to have a constructive debate on  the m atter, I w ould  be
I I deligh ted  i f  you  w ou ld  consider addressing this Sem inar.

The need  is certain ly  there, given the subsequent m edia coverage o f  the death  o f  j
for exam ple The London Evening Standard earlier this w eek  ran an article about a m an 

w ho took  his ow n life by  jum ping  from  the Shell Building, London. The new spaper included 
w ith  a picture o f  the  build ing (m ethod), a picture o f  the body under a b lanket on  the groimd.

0 this new  incidence. L inkage is anotherand  copy  that links the death 
area addressed in  our M edia  G uidelines on  the Factual R eporting o f  Suicide; the  issue being 
tha t th is style o f  reporting can initiate copycat attem pts at suicide.

The Times also appears to  be persisting  w ith  insensitive reporting, w ith  an entire front page  o f  
the Times 2 section last w eek depicting an aerial view  o f  B eachy H ead w ith  a m an standing at 
the  top o f  the cliffs in  such a pose as to suggest suicidal thoughts.

I hope that y ou  w ill be  able to accept our invitation and look forw ard to hearing from  you. 

Y ours sincerely

( te ,
D avid  K ing 
C h ie f Executive
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