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From the Chairman m m-

T im  B ow dler E sq  CB E 
C h ie f Executive 
Johnston  Press pic 
53 M anor Place 
Edinburgh EH 3 7EG 20^*' M arch 2007

The U K  is fortunate to be  hosting th is y ear’s annual m eeting o f  the A lliance o f  
Independent P ress C ouncils o f  Europe, a body o f  w h ic h  the PC C  w as a foim ding 
m em ber. The host press council -  the PC C  in th is c a se  -  is norm ally  responsible 
fo r obtaining sponsorship  for the event.

C hairm en and ch ie f executives from  around 25 d iffe ren t m edia  councils w ill be 
p resent — from  Iceland in  the W est to  R ussia  in the E ast. T he m eeting norm ally 
attracts a good deal o f  pub lic ity  for its debates on p rivacy , freedom  o f  expression 
and the relationship  betw een the m edia  and leg isla to rs . Previous speakers at the 
conference have included  the Prim e M inister o f  Luxem bourg, the European 
C om m issioner for Inform ation  Society, V iviane R ed ing , and European  C ourt o f  
Justice judge P rofessor G iuseppe M ifsud  Bonnici.

T his year, the m eeting is being held  in  E d inburgh  be tw een  19-21 Septem ber. The 
F irst M in ister has been inv ited  to  open it. There is a d in n er  on 20**’ Septem ber a t the 
Signet L ibrary, to  w hich po litic ians and new spaper representatives will be invited.

I am  w riting  to  invite the  Scotsm an to  sponsor the dinner, given its status as 
Scotland’s national new spaper. W e w ou ld  expect a b o u t 80 peop le  to attend, and it 
w ould  be sensible to  a llow  about £90  p e r head in c lud ing  room  hire, food, drinks 
and decoration. I am  enclosing further details about th e  conference. It w ould  be 
excellent i f  the paper could  sponsor th is event. 1 look  forw ard to  hearing from  you.

W ith  k ind  regards.
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Outline
In September 2007, the Annual General M eeting o f  the Alliance o f  Independent Press 
Councils o f  Europe (AIPCE) will be held in Edinburgh. This is a high-profile 2 day event 
which will bring together senior representatives from  Press Councils and m edia bodies 
across Europe in an exciting forum debating important issues around the press, m edia 
regulation and freedom o f  expression. There will be approximately 40 delegates in total, 
the vast majority o f  whom  will be Directors or other senior representatives o f  their 
respective Press Councils.

Background to the conference
AIPCE is a loose-knit group consisting o f  Press Councils and Press Complaints 
Com m issions from countries throughout Europe, which brings together representatives o f 
press owners, journalists and the public to examine complaints against the m edia on 
behalf o f  the public, and to  defend press freedom. A lPC E’s prim ary role is to facilitate 
networking between Councils, enabling cross-cultural cooperation and the exchange o f  
new  ideas and best practice.

All arrangements for this AGM  (including sponsorship) are being handled by the U K ’s 
Press Complaints Com m ission (PCC), which will coordinate the AGM  on behalf o f 
AIPCE. This will be the first tim e in A lPC E’s history that the AGM  has been held in the 
UK.

Plans for the conference
The AGM  will be held between Thursday 20'*’ and Friday 2U ' September 2007 at the 
Radisson SAS Hotel in the heart o f  Edinburgh’s Royal M ile. Jack M cConnell, First 
M inister o f  Scotland, has been approached to make the opening remarks at the 
conference, and we have received positive indications from his office that he will be 
available to do this. Confirm ation w ill be sought shortly.

W hilst the specifics o f  the conference programme are yet to be finalised, the AG M  will 
follow a similar form at to that o f  previous years. Each participating country will present a 
b rie f report o f  their Council’s activities to update delegates on news from throughout the 
Alliance. Topics likely to  be discussed include the impact o f  the internet and online 
journalism  on press regulation, and how best to  develop self-sustainability in under
developed Press Councils in Eastern Europe. A number o f  detailed case studies o f  the 
various types o f  complaints dealt with by Councils during 2006 will also be discussed.

In line with previous A IPCE conferences, the day immediately after the close o f  formal 
proceedings (Saturday 22"‘* September) will be dedicated to allowing delegates to 
experience something o f  the culture o f  the host countiy before they depart. Details are 
still being confirmed for this, but the day will likely include a trip to  Edinburgh Castle 
and a visit to the Royal Yacht Britannia.

The dinner
The dinner will be the m ost high-profile part o f  the conference. Held on Thursday 20̂ *’ 
September, it will m ark a stylish and prestigious start to proceedings. In addition to  the 
AIPCE delegates, guests will be drawn from other backgrounds with an interest in media 
regulation, including politics, academ ia and the law. We anticipate that there will be 
approximately 90 guests in total.
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