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From the Chairman

C hristopher M eakin  Esq 
6 H arw ood Po in t 
307 R otherh ithe S treet 
L ondon SE16 5HD 2"̂ * A pril 2007

T hank you  for your letter o f  25*  M arch. It was good  to  hear from  you.

The relationship  betw een national new spapers (T V  is beyond our rem it) and 
national po liticians is one o f  endless controversy . My experience o f  m any 
politicians is that they consider them selves d isto rted , trivialised and hounded by 
publications w ith  a  hostile agenda. M any  jou rnalis ts , o n  the o ther hand, take -  not 
surprising ly  -  a  contrary  view ; that they  have to be aggressive, cynical and  probing 
because po litic ians w ill n o t p lay  it  straight. The current po lem ic aroim d the 
Freedom  o f  Inform ation  A c t ep itom ises th is endless dialectic.

I deduce from  your letter that w e d o n ’t see the m atter in  quite the sam e way; and I 
have to say that I w ould  be re luctan t to  take the course  o f  action you  suggest, 
because a) it is  n o t m y jo b ; and b) in  m y  experience journalists  latch  on pretty fast 
to w hen  they  are being spun. There are p len ty  o f  exam ples around righ t now.

Two th ings have struck m e fo rcefu lly  since I re tu rn ed  to B rita in  four years ago, 
w hich  you  m ay find to be o f  som e consolation . F irstly , that outside the M 25 (as I 
said in  our in terv iew ) peop le  d o n ’t  pay  m uch m ind  to  political reporting  by the 
nationals, certain ly  not to  such  a  degree that it affects their vo ting  choices. 
Secondly, there  is invariably  payback  w ith  press an d  public fo r those politicians 
w ho are econom ical w ith  the  truth.

So, w e m ust agree to differ. O n  the w ho le  I find B ritish  journalism  m ore alive to 
the danger o f  “explo ita tion” than  th e ir counterparts in  m any o ther countries.
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