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D ear Sir C hristopher

I suspect th a t neither the  m edia  n o r politics w ill em erge w ell from  the H utton Report. 
There has been  an increasing  level o f  distrust o f  politicians and journalists  by the 
public  over recen t years and it is profoundly dam aging. M y natural pessim ism  is bom  
out o f  years o f  calling  for reform  to save both our souls w ithout m uch evidence o f  
success!

As this issue is too  im portan t to be ignored I have given m ore thought to  how  we 
could engage the question o f  rebuilding public confidence in  journalism  and politics.
I am  hoping to  persuade the  W estm inster M edia Forum  to run  a conference on this in 
the near fu ture and i f  they  do I assum e the PC C  w ould w ant to  participate.

In the m eantim e how ever I w ondered i f  we could exam ine som e proposals w hich m ay 
help build  public  confidence in  the press. Perhaps we could m eet to  discuss the 
follow ing suggestions to see i f  the press m ay be persuaded v ia  your office to  consider 
som e changes? ,

1. All new spapers to carry  a clearly  identified corrections colum n w ith 
subheadings for each correction, identifying the original story.

2. A ll new spapers should  clearly  identify  key  senior staff, especially  editors.

3. A  perm anen t box  advertisem ent draw ing attention to the PCC and its role.

4. A  new  approach  to separating new s from  com m ent by  splitting the story into 
tw o parts one headed ‘n ew s’ and the o ther headed ‘com m e n t’. This is a radical 
suggestion b u t on  som e occasions it already happens. The D aily  M ail for example 
som etim es runs a front page cam paigning story headed ‘C om m ent’.
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2 .

Y ou m ay w ell have a d ifferen t agenda bu t I suspect there are areas o f  current press 
practice w hich  you feel ought to change. I f  you th ink  w e could  th rash  out some o f  
these issues in  a confidential bu t supportive w ay then  w e m igh t achieve m ore than  has 
so far proved possible.

I look forw ard to  hearing  firom you. .

Yours sincerely

CLIVE SO LEY  M P
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