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In  light o f  som e o f  the com m entary  fo llow ing  the  P rim e  M in is te r’s recen t speech, which|^j| 
touched on  the chang ing  natu re  o f  th e  m edia , I w ou ld  b e  grateful i f  I cou ld  m ake this veryAdam Phimps 
b r ie f  supplem entary  subm ission  on  b e h a lf  o f  the  PC C . Dianne Thompson CBE

The Right Rev. 
John Waine KCVOIt has been  suggested  in  som e quarters th a t the technolog ical developm ents w hich enable^^3̂ ^̂ „î 3, 

new spapers and  m agazines to pub lish  audio-v isual m ateria l on their w ebsites will lead 
greater regu lato ry  con tro ls  on  new spapers because  th e re  w ill be  irresistib le pressure for a' 
single C ode to cover b ro ad cas t and p rin t jou rna lism . W e th ink  th is is a  faulty  conclusion 
from  a  reasonable  analysis. T here  are  num erous reaso n s  for this.
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A ny form al regu la tion  o f  com m ercial on line operations w ould  inevitably  b e  v iew ed as 
anti-com petitive, and  therefo re  a t odds w ith  the  governm ent’s ow n  initiatives in  
prom oting  grow th  in  the  creative econom y. Ju st as th e  distinctions betw een  com m ercial 
m edia  are arguab ly  b e ing  b lu rred , so the  d istin c tio n  betw een  com m ercial and non­
com m ercial m ed ia  is b ecom ing  less clear. Ind iv iduals o r groups w ith  specialist 
know ledge are  free to p rov ide  unregu la ted  inform ation  through blogs o r  w ebsites. 
Forcing  com m ercial m ed ia  to  com ply  w ith  im p o sed  rules tha t did no t apply  to  non­
com m ercial operato rs w o u ld  n o t b e  fa ir to  th e  fo rm er — and w ou ld  in  fact lead to a  greater 
fragm entation  o f  the  m ed ia  as jo u rn a lis ts  s o u ^ t  to redefine  them selves as non­
com m ercial. F u rtherm ore, com plica tions w ou ld  a rise  from  the  inevitable definitional 
problem s abou t w ho fell in to  w h ich  category, g iven  the advertising  that is attracted by

H a lto n  House, 20 /23 H o lb o rn , London  EC1N 2JD
T: 020 7831 0022 F: 020 7831 0025 E: complaints@ pcc.org.uk 
Textphone for deaf or hard o f hearing: 020 7831 0123 
w w w .p c c .o rg .u k

MODI 00039522

mailto:complaints@pcc.org.uk
http://www.pcc.org.uk


For Distribution to CPs

som e private  blogs. I t  is no  answ er to  com pel everyone w ho com m unicates electronically 
to abide by  legal rules. T hat w ou ld  ne ither b e  com patible w ith  freedom  o f  speech, nor 
practical to enforce fo r reasons set ou t in  ou r orig inal subm ission.

T here is a  further point. T he trac tion  o f  a  m ed ia  regulator w ith  legal pow ers derives in 
part from  its ab ility  to issue licenses fo r in form ation  platform s. B ut it  is no t o f  course 
necessary  for pub lishers o f  on line inform ation  to seek  hcenses; and  it w ould  probably be 
im possible to  in troduce such  a  system  w ithou t som ehow  try ing  to iso la te  the U K  from  the 
rest o f  the w orld  in  term s o f  w h ich  servers the  governm ent perm itted  its citizens to access 
inform ation through. A part from  the  inherent im desirability  o f  such a  m ove, it is unlikely 
th a t it w ould  be  w idely  to lerated  by  consum ers.

This a ll brings us back  to the features th a t w e th ink  are  necessary  in  a  body that has to 
police rules fo r ed itorial in fo rm ation  online; independent adm inistration; flexibility o f  
structure (that m eans n o t hav ing  to  re ly  on  parliam ent to  define the rem it); and the buy-in 
and co-operation o f  the industry.

W e do no t believe tha t any th ing  else can  b e  reconciled  w ith  freedom  o f  speech and the 
freedom  o f  the  m ed ia  to com pete  in  a  g lobal and diverse business environm ent.

T here m ay  be  g rey  areas go ing  fo rw ard  about the ju risd ic tion  o f  O fcom  and the PC C, in  
rela tion  to a  sm all num ber o f  services p rov ided  by  bo th  b roadcasters and new spapers 
online. I am  happy  to  rep o rt th a t w e have a  good w orking rela tionsh ip  w ith  Ofcom. This 
w ill enable us to iden tify  w here  these g rey  areas are likely  to arise, and  to w ork  through 
any difficulties together. T he P C C ’s ow n ju risd ic tion  has been  grow ing  organically in 
any  case, as you  know . W e do no t believe tha t it is either necessary  o r desirable for the 
governm ent to a lter the curren t balance b y  force o f  legislation.

W ith  k ind  regards.
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