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B C N E W S

T h e  W orld  a t  O ne, PM, B roadcasting H o u se  & T h e  W orld  th is W eek en d

D ear M r Abell,

F irstly  w e w ould like to  thank you for appearing before the com m ission and giving up 
your tim e to answ er our questions last week.

A s you are probably  aw are w e have been  hearing from  a variety  o f  people th is w eek 
including Conservative M P Louise M ensch (form erly  B agshaw e). M s. M ensch is on 
the Culture, M edia and Sport Select C om m ittee and after hearing  from  her w e w ould 
be keen  to get som e feedback  from  you on the com m ittee’s recom m endations that 
w ere m ade in  their report ‘Press standards, p rivacy  and libe l’ w hich w as published in  
February 2010.

W e w ould like to hear from  you w hat action has been  taken since the report? For 
exam ple have lay m em bers been appointed to the Code C om m ittee and has one o f  
those lay m em bers been  appointed C hair o f  the Com m ittee? H as m em bership been 
rebalanced giving a tw o th ird  m ajority  to  lay m em bers? H ave there been  steps m ade 
for the PCC to becom e m ore proactive in  som e cases? H ave you  looked at m aking all 
journalists  w orking for subscribing publications to  adhere and sign up to the PCC 
code? A re you considering changing the nam e to  The Press C om plaints and 
Standards C om m ission? A nd w ill you  be follow ing their recom m endations in 
appointing a deputy d irecto r for standards?

A lso w ill you be am ending the C ode to  include a requirem ent tha t journalists  should 
norm ally notify  the subject o f  their articles p rio r to  publication? A nd are you 
considering im posing financial penalties on publications that seriously breach  the 
code?

W e are aware that you  have responded to  this report on your w ebsite  how ever w'e felt 
that you  m ight like to take the opportunity  to supplem ent the very  clear evidence you 
gave to  us on the 14th June. It is our in ten tion  to publish both  sides o f  this short 
correspondence on our w ebsite.

I do hope you w ill feel able to accept th is invitation for there has, as you m ight 
expect, been very  considerable in terest in  the role, shape and practices o f  your 
organisation.

M any thanks again for appearing before the Com m ission.

K ind regards.

Sir M ichael Lyons- C hair
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