
For Distribution to CPs

r
i '

Reuters S em inar on p rivacy, July 24, 2007  

A note o f the  m eeting

The conversa tion  covered fo u r key po in ts ; the  cu rren t media 
con tex t, pub lic  figu res  and p riva te  lives, regu la tion  and public 
in te rest.

T h e  c o n te x t

W hat em erged from  the  conversation w ere :

• M arke t pressures: increased com pe tition , fragm enting  
audiences and c ircu la tions and dec lin ing  revenues

• The changing news env ironm en t and the  im pact o f both 24 
hour news and the  in te rne t: re levance versus significance

• The trend  tow ards  ce lebrity  jo u rn a lism  and en te rta inm en t and 
the  m onetis ing  o f ce leb rity

• The tens ions betw een dem and and supply: people en joy 
gossip bu t are the  means used to  ob ta in  it  in the  public 
in te rest?

• The g row ing  pow er o f global news organ isa tions and issues 
around ow nersh ip  and who sets the  ed itoria l agenda

P u b lic  a n d  P r iv a te  l iv e s

Points to  em erge:

• Politic ians w ere  n o t gu iltless when i t  came to  m aking priva te  
m a tte rs  p a rt o f the  po litica l agenda: the  "d ir ty  e lec tion" 
syndrom e

• Politic ians should have less expecta tion  of p rivacy as they 
e x is t in the  pub lic  space, but th e ir  fam ilie s  are en titled  to 
h ighe r p ro tec tion

• The te s t fo r  th e  line between pub lic  and p riva te  should be the  
a b ility  to  do th e  jo b , in which h e a lth , alcohol abuse or 
co rrup tion  m ig h t fig u re  ra the r m ore  than  sex

• Politic ians are mad to  seek to  cap ita lize  on fa m ily  life bu t 
equa lly  even po litic ians have a r ig h t to  some hypocrisy or 
inconsistency in th e ir  lives
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• The te s t had to  be the  im pact on s ign ifican t num bers o f 
people

R e g u la t io n

The key though ts  w ere;

• In  the  d ig ita lised , web w orld , regulation by law is running out 
o f op tions as it  becomes less easy to  achieve consistency or 
e ffectiveness. But, in any event, se lf and co regulation are the 
b e tte r rou te  to  fo llow

• Ofcom and the  PCC need to  w o rk  m ore closely to g e th e r in th is 
area; th e ir  find ings and ad jud ica tions se t a case law standard 
on p rivacy and the  m ethods used to  in fringe  it

• PCC needs to  be seen to  be even more proactive , im prove its 
com m un ica tion  abou t w ha t it  is doing ac tive ly  to  support high 
ed ito ria l s tandards, and be able to  dem onstra te  its 
independence

• I t  looks as if  the  proposals o f the  In fo rm a tio n  C om m issioner 
w ill becom e law bu t it  w ill be im po rtan t to  ensure both 
jo u rn a lis ts  and the  public understand th e  public in te res t 
exem ptions

• So no "fish in g  exped itions"; any breach o f the  law, in te rm s o f 
the  m ethods used to  access in fo rm a tion , has to  have a strong 
public  in te re s t defence

• O the r po ten tia l in fringem en ts  o f p rivacy have to  be based on 
consent

• Public service broadcasters should be able to  set the  "gold 
s tanda rd "

P u b lic  I n te r e s t

Various aspects w ere  discussed inc lud ing;

• The public  in te re s t in the  free flow  o f in fo rm a tion , bu t also, 
when th e re  m ig h t be a public in te res t in no t publishing (fo r 
exam ple  a round  the  health o f a po litic ian  -  exam ples ranged 
from  C hurch ill, via John F Kennedy and Lloyd George to  an
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HIV positive  MP), o r indeed around th ird  p a rty  r igh ts  to  
freedom  o f expression

The public in te re s t in being able to  tru s t the  m edia, both to  be 
accurate bu t also no t to  suppress, and th e  corresponding 
respons ib ility  o f the  media to  be accountable and behave 
responsib ly

A de fin ition  o f a s ing le  public in te res t th a t ju s tif ie s  an 
in fr ingem en t o f p rivacy rem ains d ifficu lt as much depends on 
the  case and th e  c ircum stance; exam ples, such as appear in 
the  codes, help

Key po ints to  consider are w he the r the re  is a public  "e v il"  and 
the  po ten tia l im pact o f the  behaviour on s ign ifican t num bers 
o f people, and w he the r the  behaviour im pacts  on the  
capacity o f the  ind iv idua l to  do the  job
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C O M P L A IN A N T  N A M E :
A man

C L A U S E S  N O T E D : 1, 5 

P U B L IC A T IO N : C h at m a g a z in e  

C O M P L A IN T :

A m an fro m  Fife com plained  to  th e  Press C om plaints  Com m ission through  solicitors  
th a t  an artic le  h ead lined  "B e a te n , raped  and bru ta lised", published in C h at m agazine  
on 13 S e p te m b e r 2 0 0 7 , w as inaccura te  and m isleading in breach o f C lause 1 
(A ccuracy) and in trud ed  in to  his fam ily 's  g rie f in breach o f C lause 5 ( In tru s io n  into  
g rie f or shock).

T h e  co m p la in t w as upheld .

T h e  artic le  w as a w o m an 's  account o f life w ith  an abusive fo rm e r p artn er, which  
re ferred  to  his conviction  fo r th e  m u rd e r o f th e  com pla inant's  s te p -d a u g h te r. In  
add ition  to  w h a t th e  c o m p la in a n t said w ere  unnecessarily  graph ic de ta ils , th e  
co m p la inan t and his fa m ily  w e re  d is tressed  by tw o  im ages; a headshot o f th e  victim  
and  an uncaptioned  sta g e d  p ho tograph  o f a fem a le  body w rapped  in bin liners, which  
w as how  th e  ac tua l body w as d iscovered . T h e  piece had caused m uch d istress on w h a t 
w as th e  firs t an n iv e rsary  o f th e  m u rd er.

T h e  m a g a z in e  said th a t  th e  d e ta ils  in th e  story had previously been re ferred  to  in 
court and w e re  in th e  public d o m ain . T h e  artic le  w as about an o th e r o f th e  m an's  
vic tim s, but th e  co m p la in an t's  s te p -d a u g h te r 's  case w as re le v a n t as it show ed th e  
d eg ree  o f v io lence th e  m an w as p rep ared  to  use. The m agazine  a d m itte d  th a t the  
photograph  o f th e  body should h ave  been  captioned  to  m ake clear th a t  it w as not an 
im ag e  o f th e  v ic tim . I t  s in cere ly  re g re tte d  th e  d istress th e  artic le  had caused to  th e  
co m p la inan t's  fam ily .

D E C IS IO N :
Upheld

A D J U D IC A T IO N :
T h e  C om m ission considered  th a t  th e  m agazine 's  fa ilu re  to  m a ke  clear to  read ers  th a t 
th e  photograph  w as sta g e d  co n stitu ted  a breach o f Clause 1 (A ccu racy). But of 
p articu lar concern to  th e  C om m ission  w as th e  fac t th a t, in using th e  m isleading  
picture n ear to  th e  firs t a n n iv e rsary  o f th e  d ea th , th e  m agazine  had also show n a to tal 
d isregard  fo r th e  fa m ily  o f th e  dead  w o m a n . W hile  th e  Com m ission n orm ally  considers 
th e  ru les on g rie f and shock to  h ave  g re a te s t re levance  in th e  im m e d ia te  a fte rm a th  of 
an inc ident, th e  m a g a z in e 's  c a va lie r approach in th is instance constitu ted  a clear 
breach o f both th e  le t te r  and sp irit o f C lause 5 o f th e  Code. This w as notw ithstanding  
th e  fac t th a t  so m e o f th e  in fo rm atio n  w as le g itim a te ly  in th e  public dom ain  fo llow ing a 
co u rt case, and  w hich th e  m a g a z in e  w as th e re fo re  en titled  to  publish. T he  com plaints  
u nd er both C lauses 1 and 5 w e re  upheld .

R E P O R T :
7 6  A d jud ication  issued 3 1 /1 0 /0 7
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