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T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r le tte r o f  5 A u g u s t in  re p ly  to  m in e  abou t the 
G u a rd ia n ’s p h on e  m essage ta p p in g  a lle g a tio n s .

I  am  ju s t w r it in g  to  ask fo r  tw o  sm a ll p o in ts  o f  c la r ific a tio n . I  have n o w  
o b ta in e d  a c o p y  o f  the  ju d g e ’ s se n tenc ing  re m arks in  the 
M u lca ire /G o o d m a n  case. These in c lu d e  the  re fe re nce  to  M u lc a ire  
d e a lin g  w ith  ‘o th e rs ’ a t N ew s In te rn a tio n a l w h ic h  w as h ig h lig h te d  b y  
P au l F a rre lly  M P  d u rin g  y o u r appearance b e fo re  th e  S e lect C om m ittee . 
C o n fro n te d  w ith  the  sam e p o in t a t th e  S e lect C o m m itte e  o n  the  2“ *̂ 
S eptem ber, A s s is ta n t C o m m iss io n e r Jo h n  Y a tes sa id  th a t i t  d id  n o t seem 
e x tra o rd in a ry  fo r  M u lc a ire  to  have  h a d  d e a lin g s  w ith  a nu m be r o f  
d iffe re n t p e o p le  a t the  pape r g iv e n  h is  ro le  as a p riv a te  in ve s tig a to r. The 
k e y  p o in t th e re fo re  seems to  be n o t w h e th e r he h a d  co n ta c t w ith  o the r 
p eop le , b u t w h e th e r these peop le  w e re  aw are  th a t th e  in fo rm a tio n  th a t he 
passed to  th e m  h a d  been o b ta in e d  ille g a lly . A n y th in g  th a t y o u  can do to  
c la r ify  th is  p o in t w o u ld  be  w e lco m e . W o u ld  i t  be  c o rre c t to  assume th a t 
y o u r in te rn a l in q u ir ie s  w o u ld  in  a n y  e ven t ha ve  sough t to  e s tab lish  
w h e th e r o the rs a t th e  pa pe r w ere  aw are  o f  M u lc a ire ’ s ille g a l a c tiv itie s?
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S econd ly , I  ju s t w an ted  to  tie  d o w n  the p o in t about C liv e  G oodm an b e in g  
the  R o y a l E d ito r w h ile  m o s t o f  the  targets w ere  n o th in g  to  do  w ith  the 
R o ya l F a m ily . D id  a n y  o f  the charges to  w h ic h  he (ra th e r th a n  M u lc a ire ) 
p leaded g u ilty  re la te  to  in d iv id u a ls  w ho  w ere  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  the 
R oya l F a m ily?  M ig h t he  in  any case have been expected to  suggest o the r 
stories in  h is  ca p a c ity  as e d ito r o f  the B la ckad d e r co lu m n  ( i t  w o u ld  be 
h e lp fu l i f  y o u  c o u ld  c o n firm  w h e th e r o r n o t he h e ld  th is  p o s itio n  a t the  
re le va n t p o in t)?  I  m e n tio n  th is  because I  see th a t p a rt o f  h is  p le a  o f  
m itig a tio n  w as th a t he  w as u n de r pressure a t w o rk , and fe lt  th e  need to  
im press h is  th e n  su p e rio rs  b y  co m in g  u p  w ith  sto ries.

I  w o u ld  be g ra te fu l fo r  yo u r com m ents on  these tw o  p o in ts  and  lo o k  
fo rw a rd  to  h e a rin g  fro m  y o u  soon.

W ith  k in d  regards.

T im  T o u lm in
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